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Solo Art Theatre Festival
Exhibition Organiser: Prachyanat
Title: A Shifting Weave of Venue: Studio Theatre
Memary Hall, Shilpakala

Artist: Dipali Bhattacharya Academy

eisa) Date: March 15-18
Venue: Bengal Gallery of T

Fine Arts, 275/F, Rd 27 Time: 6:30pm

(old), Dhanmondi

Date: March 5-16

Time: 12-8pm

Solo Art Exhibition

Title: Staring Women

(In Observance of
International Women's Day
2010)

Artist: Nazia Andaleeb
Venue: Radius Centre-Bay's
Galleria, 57, Guishan, Dhaka
Date: March 5 to March 19
Time: 10am-8pm (Friday

3pm-8pm)

The myth that lives on

Festival at the shrine of Gazi, Kalu and

Champaboti

A baul in his element at the shrine.

AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenidah
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A few miles off Jhenidah, at
Barobazar, lies the 'dargha'
(shrine}) of legendary Gazi,
Kalu and Champaboti, who
according to popular myth,
lived in the region about 700
years ago.

Each year in the Bangali
month of Falgun, devotees
gather at the 'dargha’ to pay
homage to the legends and to
receive their blessings. The
venue takes on a festive look.

Thousand of ardent devo-
tees thronged here last Thurs-
day night. Some brought
'batasha’ (a kind of sweet) and
candles as offerings. Food is
provided to all, whether poor
or rich. Throughout the night,
in candlelight, devotees pray,

keeping the three legends in
mind.

Devotees believe that Gazi
and Kalu had miraculous
powers, Gazi was the son of
Sultan Shah Sikandar Ali and
Azufa Shundari. Gazi's
mother was the daughter of
king Bali (a Hindu royal). Kalu
was Gazi's adopted brother.

Sultan Sikander Shah
offered his throne to Gazi but
the latter refused, claiming
that he had to lead the life of
an ascetic. The Sultan was
enraged.

Gazi's conviction was put
to the test. An elephant tried
to trample him; he was
attacked with a sword, thrown
in the fire and more. But Gazi
survived. He left the country

accompanied by his brother
Kalu. He reached Sundarbans
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and stayed there for seven

years.
Here fairies and tigers

became his disciples. From
this belief, locals of the
Sundarbans still recall Gazi
when overcome by the fear of
tigers.

Gazi fell in love with the
beautiful Champaboti,
daughter of King Mukut Roy of
Brahmannagar. On learning
of this, the king was furious
and waged a war against Gazi.
Tigers and crocodiles fought
on both sides and eventually
Gaziwon the fight. Mukut Roy
surrendered and agreed to the
marriage of Champaboti and
Gazi.

Gazi remains a "Zinda Pir”
(immortal spiritual leader) to
his followers and thus the
myth lives on.

Traditional Baruni

Festival in Pabna

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR
ToPru, Pabna
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The traditional Hindu
Baruni festival was held
amidst religious festivity in
Brea upazila under Pabna
district on Saturday. Several
thousand devotees across
the country gathered at the
banks of the Kageshhwari
river in Kutishwari Bottola
and the bank of Ichhamoti
river of the municipality
area of Bera upazila under
the district to celebrate the
festival.

The Baruni festival is a
200-year traditional festival
held in 'Troadashi Tithi’
(mid spring) every year. The
devotees bathe in the rivers
for the purification of their
souls and pray for the salva-
tion of their forefathers'
souls beneath an ancient
tree.

A colourful traditional
Chaitra-Mela was also held
on the banks of the river. A
variety of traditional and
rural food items, earthen,
bamboo and wooden goods
were sold at the fair, attract-
ing several thousand devo-
tees.

The traditional Baruni
festival, which used to
carry on for a week in
mid-spring a few years
ago, has now been trun-
cated to one day, while
the fair continues for two
or three days.

Artist: Anukul
Mojumdar

Dhanmondi

Solo Art Exhibition

Title: Tales of Dreams
Venue: Shilpangan Art
Gallery, H-26, R-3,

Date: March 19-April 3 [l e till
Time: 12pm-8pm

11th International Short and

Independent Film Fest ends

MAINUL HASSAN
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As the clapstick hit the clapboard, the
final sequence of the 11th International
Short & Independent Film Festival, by
Bangladesh Short Film Forum (March 4-
12}, began with the organisers presenting
this years' award for Best Documentary,
Best Fiction award to international en-
tries and Tareque Shahriar Best Inde-
pendent Short awards. BSFF has been
hosting the event since 1988 biennially.

The closing ceremony was held at
Sawkat Osman Memorial Auditorium,
Central Public Library on March 12.

"Rouge Nowa Huta" from France
bagged the award for the best documen-
tary, while "Vanni Mouse" (Norway ) won
the award for the best fiction. "The Rest
Day" by young Bangladeshi filmmaker
Mushfek Manzoor won the Tareque
Shahriar Best Independent Short awards.

"Rouge Nowa Huta" has been jointly
directed by Blandine Huk and Frederic
Cousseau.

The documentary narrates the tale of
Polish industrial city Nowa Huta.
Founded after the Second World War,
the city was designed as a self-
contained and model city - as Poland 's
"first socialist town". Integral to the
design of the town was an enormous
metallurgical complex. The city was
intended to symbolise the utopian
promise of communism.

"Vanni Mouse" is a short film on
Manik Farm, an internment camp in Sri
Lanka, about 30 kilometres from the
northern town of Vavuniya . Shot in
Tamil, the film follows two mice as they
take a journey through the camp. Giving
the audience a glimpse of life inside the
camp, the film has been directed by
Subas Kannan.

"The Rest Day" is a short film on the
traditional "Tomtom", cart pulling

horses. On every Saturday the horses are
taken to the Suhrawardi Udyan; where
they graze all day and roam freely. They
are accompanied by young children who

work as helpers for the "Tomtom" carts.
The day offers a much needed break for
both the animals and their young riders.
The film narrates their story.

The winners at the international
category were awarded a crest and US $
1,000 each. The winner of Tareque
Shahriar Best Independent Short awards
was presented a crest and a cash prize of
BDT 25,000.

Finance Minister Abul Maal A. Muhit,
was present as the chief guest at the
programme. Among others, Dr. Kamal
Abdul Naser Chowdhury, Secretary,
Ministry of Information; Hedayetullah Al
Mamoon ndc, Secretary, Ministry of
Cultural Affairs; Hasnat Abdul Hye,
chairman, festival committee; Zahidur
Rahim Anjan, president Bangladesh
Short Film Forum and N. Rased
Chowdhury, director, festival committee
were also present at the occasion.

The award giving ceremony was fol-
lowed by screening of the prize winning
films.

Glimpses from the award winning films “The Rest Day” (L) and “Rouge Nowa Huta".
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