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Bus strike in
city called off

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

City bus operators, who have
ticket counters in the capital,

called off their indefinite strike -
around noon yesterday a day .

- Road committees realise Tk 2.1
lakh a day 'illegally’

sent two bus drivers, who were -

after they called it demanding

astopto "illegal" toll collection.
Surprisingly, a Dhaka court

City bus operators
forced to pay toll

beaten up for not paying toll .

Tuesday, to jail after police | guapEEN MOLLAH

arrested them and filed a case -
. Different road committees approved by Dhaka
. Sarak Paribahan Samity (DSPS) are "illegally”
- realising around Tk 2.1 lakh toll every day from

. the city bus services, which are not DSPS mem-
mentary standing committee -

on communications ministry .

against them for disrupting
traffic movement.
The strike was withdrawn

after president of the parlia-

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman | counters say they are forced to pay Tk 70 for

assured the operators of tak-

Hossain, director of Swakalpa
Paribahan, a city bus service

operator.
"The issue will be on the

MUKHLESUR RAHMAN and

bers.
Owners of bus services that have ticket

* each bus a day to the cadres of the DSPS-
ing necessary measures, said -
Mohammad Shahadat

- Paribahan,

approved committees.
Shahadat Hossain, director of Swakalpa
said, "The road committees are

. collecting toll from the buses illegally. We don't
" use any terminals or enjoy any facilities offered
* by DSPS. But the committees are realising the

agenda at the next meeting of .

the committee," he said. The °
. bus companies ply the city streets every day.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

toll for different bus terminals.”
Shahadat said over 3,000 buses of around 70

He added each of their buses has to payTk 70
a day and if they refuse the payment, their
buses and staffs come under attack frequently.

Cashier Abul Monsur Bulbul of DSPS, how-
ever, claimed the collectionis notillegal.

"The daily toll of Tk 70 per bus was fixed at a
meeting at the Office of Dhaka Metropolitan
Police Commissioner in presence of police
officials and transport leaders. We are collect-
ing the toll lawfully through different commit-
tees."

He added the buses that ply the city streets

will pay them the toll, as they "control” the city.
The toll does not depend on whether the buses

use city terminals or not, he said.
General Secretary of Mirpur Bus and

Minibus Owners Association (road committee)
Moharaj Hossain told The Daily Star they realise
Tk 70from each bus plying the streets in the area.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

Police conduct anti-narcotic drive in the capital's Karwan Bazar area
yesterday urging people to take laws into their hands. Inset, law enforcers
hold a person and examine substance found in his possession. pHoto: sTAR

Rab man
traceless for
10 months

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Family members of Rapid
Action Battalion-3 constable
Nurun Nabi, who is missing
for over 10 months, yesterday
accused his bosses of killing
him.

Theymade the allegation at
a press conference held at
Dhaka Reporters Unity in the
capital. They told reporters
that he went missing from Rab
headquarters barrack on April
30.

Junta bars Suu Kyi
from elections

New election law makes her ineligible

to become candidate

AP, AFP, Yangon/ Kuala Lumpur

Myanmar's military rulers have barred pro-
democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi from run-
ning in upcoming elections and may force her
own political party to expel her under a new

election lawunveiled yesterday.
The Political Parties Registration Law, pub-

lished in official newspapers, prohibits anyone

_ ANTI-DRUG DRIVE
4 children

die in fire

STAR REPORT

Four children were killed and
at least six people injured in
fire incidents across the coun-
try yesterday.

Three-year-old Srabonti

was burnt to death ina fire that | KAILASH SARKAR

Cops ask people
to take law into
own hands!

broke out from a socks-
manufacturing unit at Rajab
Ali Sarker Road at Jurain in the

It also instructs parties to expel members
who are "not in conformity with the qualifica-

tion to be members of a party,” a clause that breaklimbs of the criminals in the area.

Police in an unusual announcement over loudspeakers in the
capital's Tejgaon and Karwan Bazar yesterday asked people to

Diarrhoea
cases on
rise in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International Centre for
Diarrhoeal Disease Research,
Bangladesh (ICDDR,B) has
reported an increase in the

number of patients thisweek.
Around 520 patients

sought treatment at the

could force Suu Kyi's expulsion. Parties that don't

registerautomatically cease to exist, the law says.
The Nobel Peace Prize laureate, who has

spent 14 of the past 20 years in detention, was
convicted last August of violating the terms of
her house arrest by briefly sheltering an

capital Tuesday night.
Safiqul Islam, a neighbour

of the victim's family, said it
was a two-storey tin-shed
house. Srabonti's father Amir
Hossain used to live on the

The announcement was made during a special anti-crime
drive led by Deputy Commissioner (Tejgaon division)

Chowdhury Manjurul Kabir of Dhaka Metropolitan Police.
Senior police officials, lawyers and civil society members

strongly criticised it, saying such announcement would incite

ICDDR,B onTuesday.

was 300.

By 4:00pm vyesterday the
number of patients admitted

Doctors at the ICDDR,B

were expecting the number of

people to take the law into their own hands.
DMP Commissioner AKM Shahidul Hoque told The Daily
Star, "No policeman has the right to make an announcement
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

convicted by a court of law from joining a politi-
cal party, making them ineligible to become a
candidate.

patients to exceed 500 by

midnight.
Hospital sources said, "The
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

American who swam uninvited to her lakeside
residence. She was sentenced to a new term of
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

His wife Yesmin Akhter told
reporters that company
SEE PAGE 15 COL &

ground floor with his wife and

three daughters and run the
SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

CHT VIOLENCE
. OnlinePoll ¢ | Jamaat leader
’ Do you agree with BNP's
m m 7~ OU cannot get work done unless you pay bribes? You are being demand that the arIESted
diagnosed wrongly for your illness or your hospital sends you false government stop the Eh‘f Egﬂfsmmuﬁm,
e W : ; activities of European &
bills? You are being harassed at the land office? You had a nasty delay . A
: ; : Union and foreign NGOS in | police yesterday arrested a
ata government office which could have been avoided easily? Chittagong Hill Tracts and | jamaat leader at Kandirpar in
H Every day of our life, we face such troubles, stumbling blocks which ml::rhl:it:nm:: :::.I tchﬂemwjili:}e:;e TEE:;LTE
:s] ] cost us time and money. Such corruptions and harassments should be illegal? on February 23 that left one
d so that th tem i ted. Bangalee settler dead and 50
fr exposed so that the system is correcte o B39%) | othessinfured.
ih ﬁ ' m We at @he Baily Star want to help you out by reporting on such ONo wemmmmm  (64.2%) Chil;:deliee i?j izzlhhmﬂ;;
injustices if proven correct. O ' 'ﬁ] et KhiscacHhad
. Write to us about your trouble story with evidence. We will follow i
m the clue and dig out the whole story. Your complaints must be Prayer Timing
o authentic and backed by proof. Do you think it was a good March 11
S m L sy Azan | Jamaat
. . dmma m Fajr 505 | 5-40
: Asr 4-30 4-45
Please cast your vote at Maghrib 512 | 6-15 |
www.thedailystar.net Esha 7230 8-00
Source: Islamic Foundation
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Dhaka Bank Now The Magnlflcent Land |n

With a wide range of Banking services
Dhaka Bank Limited formally opens existing

KDA Avenue Branch, Khulna
today 11 March 2010

Location:

Ground floor and 1st floor
KDA Avenue, Khulna.
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EXCELLENCE IN BANKING
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