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In Dinajpur

KONGKON KARMAKER, Dinajpur

A cultural programme and play were
staged in Dinajpur to mark Interna-
tionalWomen's Day. A colourful proces-
sion and discussion were organised to
disseminate the significance of theday.

UK based NGO, Oxfam and local
NGO Palli Shree jointly organised the
programme at the Dinajpur Institute
premises on Friday evening.

Md. Suzayet Hossain, acting Police
Superintendent of Dinajpur, was pres-
ent at the programme as chief guest
while Mirza Anwarul Islam Tanu, con-
vener of Dinajpur Shammilito
Sangskritik Jote; Azadi Hye, a women
rights activist and Shamima Akther,
director of Palli Shree spoke at the dis-
cussion asspecial guests.

Chitta Ghosh, president of

Dinajpur Press Club, chaired the
discussion.

The speakers opined that mindsets
of men toward women have
improved, but many still remain in the
dark despite extensive campaigns.

They vowed to attain a change in
their mindset towards women -- a
dream of the trailblazers like Begum
Rokeya and Sufia Kamal who fought
hard to establish women'sright.

Children from wvarious cultural
organisations performed songs,
dances and recitation featuring the
state of women in the country.

Later, an activist group, under the
theme 'we can do it', lit around 1000
candles at Dinajpur Institute pre-
mises with a promise to spread the
lights to curb the attitude towards
women in the society.

Celebrating Int’l Women’s Day

Around 1000 candles were lit at Dinajpur Institute premises.

Songs of the soul

Three day ‘Baul Utshab’ concludes

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna

A three- day folk festival (Baul Utshab) concluded in
Pabna on Saturday. The event organised by
Gonoshilpi Shangshtha Pabna(GSSP) was inaugu-
rated on March 4 in Pabna town hall premises. The
folk festival resonated with the songs of mystic bards
Fakir Lalon Shah, Hason Raja and Shah Abdul Karim.

This is the first of such festival in Pabna that
includes the works of the three greats simulta-
neously. A discussion was held every day along with
the songs of the three bards.

A colourful rally was brought out from Pabna
town hall premises. Artistes, cultural activists and
people from all walks of life participated in the rally
and paraded the main streets of the district head-
quarter clad in Baul attire.

Later, the noted folk artistes of the district inau-
gurated the festival by lighting candles. Baul
Tofazzal Hossain Boyati, Abdul Aziz Boyati and Bolai
Chandra Boyati lit the candles in front of the portrait
of Shah Abdul Karim, Lalon Shah and Hasan Raja.

A discussion focusing on the life and works of
Shah Abdul Karim and his compositions was held

principal of Pabna Govt Bulbul College and noted
educationist Professor Md. Nurunnabi was the key
speaker onthe occasion.

Among others, folk artistes from different
organisations of the district and cultural activists of
GSSP spoke. The speakers said that Shah Abdul
Karim had devoted his life to music. Most of his
verses evoke the metaphysical urge and also mirror
real life.

Abdul Aziz Boyati, Tofazzal Hossain Boyati, Bolai
Boyati, Abdus Salam Boyati along with their teams
performed songs of Shah Karim at the inaugural.

The works of Hasan Raja were center stage on the
second day. A discussion was held on Friday eve-
ning. Professor Mohammad Kamruzzaman, former
head of Bangla Department of Pabna Edward Col-
lege was the key speaker. Journalist Habibur
Rahman Shopon; president of GSSP Professor
Shibojit Nag and secretary advocate Moshfeka
Jahan Konika spoke.

“Hasan Raja, son of a landlord, left a legacy of
spiritual songs. Hasan Raja is one of the leading
metaphysical writers. He uses imagery, allusion and
other literary terms in his metaphysical works. His
works can be compared with the prominent meta-

ers. Among the artistes Khepa Babul, Mohan Sardar,
Kalu Shadhu, Shrishti Baul Daal performed Hasan
Raja songs.

On the concluding day a discussion was held on
the life, work and philosophy of Fakir Lalon Shah.
President of GSSP, Professor Shibojit Nag chaired
the concluding day programme. Professor Monwar
Hossain Jahedi, former head of Bangla department
of Pabna Edward College spoke as the chief guest.
Among others Dr Sarwar Jahan Fayaz; folk artiste
Tofazzal Hossain Boyati and Sifat Rahman Sanam
spoke on the occasion.,

“Lalon is not only a name but also a institution.
Lalon's works are no doubt masterpieces. His meta-
physical works are also philosophical. Lalon teaches
us to be devotional through music. His works are no
doubt world class. We have to do more research on
his metaphysical works,"” said the speakers.

Later the artistes of Kushtia Lalon Academy led
by Baul Abdur Rob Boyati and artistes of Pabna
Bonoful performed songs of Lalon. Several hundred
people had assembled at the festival.

“The assemblage of a large number of folk music
enthusiasts at the festival is obviously encouraging

a revolution

MAINUL HASSAN
"The hand that rucks the cradle is the
hand that rules the world,"” William Ross
Wallace wrote the poem praising mother-
hood as the pre-eminent force for change
in the world. Written in the 18th century,
the poet pointed out a very important
fact -- no nation or society can prosper
with the sole contribution of man,
women need to play a major role as well.

"International Women's Day recog-
nises women's economic, political and
social achievements,”" said singer, Kazi
Krishnokoli Islam.

Krishnokoli is involved with Biplabi
Nari Shanghati, an organisation working
forwomen's rights.

"In our country women often face
discrimination -- at home and work,"
said Krishnokoli.

"Women should have all the rights
enjoyed by men -- to be allowed to live
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Krishnokoli: Talking about

with dignity, to have the option of
expressing themselves, to have equal
opportunities at work etc.

"The change in mindset is very impor-
tant. Men will have to see women as their
equal companions, and not inferiors."

Krishnokoli seemed displeased about
the way International Women's Day is
observed nowadays.

"If we trace the roots, it all started as a
socialist political event in 1910 to estab-
lish women's right. But now it has been
thoroughly commercialised,” said
Krishnokoli.

"Music can always play a major role in
raising social awareness, but to make the
people truly aware everyone has to play a
part -- a wonderful painting by an artist, a
good essay from a writer and above all
contributions from the people all around
us can make a huge difference in brining
about a change," concluded Krishnokoli.
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