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Ship-breaking
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delivered a verdict in this

regard on March 17 last year.

It also asked the govern-
ment to report how pre-
cleaning of ships outside the
territory of Bangladesh was
ensured before importing
them.

However, the court also
fixed February 18 to pass
further order on this issue but
itwas not delivered.

The court came up with the
directions following an appli-
cation by Bela -- an environ-
ment rights organisation --
stated that the department of
shipping has been arbitrarily
continuing to authorise
import of ships containing
hazardous materials.

On March 17 last year on a
writ petition filed by Bela the
HC directed the government
to close operation of all ship-
breaking yards without envi-
ronmental clearance.

[talso directed the environ-
ment ministry to frame within
three months necessary rules
on ship-breaking based on the
obligations of Bangladesh

Bapa places
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public oriented rules.

They placed the demands
at a press conference at Dhaka
Reporters Unity yesterday.

They urged the govern-
ment to effectively implement
the Water Bodies Protection
Act 2000 to protect the
wetlands, water bodies and
open spaces from illegal grab-
bing and earth filling.

Bapa termed the law a
result of public outcries for
years to save wetlands and the
environment.

Despite ongoing protests
against the illegal filling of
rivers and wetlands, the law is
not being effectively imple-
mented, he said.

Bapa vice president ASM
Shahjahan stressed the need
for ensuring accountability at
all municipal authorities,
adding that local authorities
should identify environmen-
tal problems in the area and
find out solutions.

General secretary of Bapa
Abdul Matin said despite the
High Court orders and deter-
mination of the prime minis-
ter, the authorities have been
mostly unconcerned and
unresponsive towards the
issue of wetlands.

under the Basel Convention
1989, the Environment
Conservation Act 1995, and
the Environment
Conservation Rules 1997.

Later, upon a petition filed
by Bangladesh Ship Breakers'
Association on March 24 last
year, the Supreme Court stayed
the HC verdict on closing
operation of ship-breaking
yards that did not have envi-
ronmental clearance.

Other parts of the verdict,
which are in force, are being
violated by ship breakers and
the government.

An appeal against the HC
verdict is pending with the
apex courtat present.

DMCH launches
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DMCH Director Brig Gen
Shahidul Haque Mallik told
The Daily Star.

"Still, only four ambu-
lances are not enough for a
hospital where on an average
2400 patients receive treat-
ment every day. We need at
least 10 ambulance to offer
our patients satisfactory
service," he said.

Asked about the private
"ambulances” gathered on the
hospital premises, the director
said there should not be any
private ambulance here. But
as situation demands, the
authorities cannot take steps
against them.

The public ambulances are
yet to provide service outside
the city. So some patients will
need those private ambu-
lances, he said.

The ambulance service
situation in other public hos-
pitals of the capital is also
quite unpleasant.

The Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University
(BSMMU), National Institute
of Cardiovascular Diseases,
Suhrawardi Hospital and
National Institute of Diseases
of Chest and Hospital have
only an ambulance each to
move emergency patients or
bring in the referred ones.

BSMMU Vice Chancellor
Prof Pran Gopal Dutta said
they were trying to have at
least two ambulances -- one
for general and another for
cardiac department.

The Mitford Hospital has
three ambulances to serve 800
patients on an average, said
Director of the hospital
Khademul Ehsan Igbal.

Sylhet tension
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Dibirhaor, a water body rich in
fish in Bangladesh's possession,
theysaid.

"BSF intruded into
Bangladesh territory in
Jointapur eight times in 23 days
since February 4," said a BDR
official after visiting the border
arealastweek.

He said BSF members even
encouraged Indian civilians to
trespass and occupy the water
body.
In February, BSF fired hun-
dreds of rounds, leaving two
Bangladeshis killed and many
injured.

"They also beat up and
abducted a BDR jawan. He was
released after 12 hours," the
official said.

The BDR chief in the letter
said the aggressive behaviour of
the Indian border ds was
aimed at capturing adversely
possessed lands, including
Dibirhaorin Jointapur.

According to Directorate of
Land Records and Surveys,
Bangladesh holds 162 acres of
adversely possessed lands in
Jointapur upazila against
India's 60.53 acres. BSF along
with civilians has been trying to
capture the lands. Tension rises
in the area whenever BDR tries
to thwart them, the BDR chief
said.

The letter said a group of BSF
members intruded into
Bangladesh territory on
February 4 and fired on Nayek
Mojibor Rahman. They abduc-
ted Mojibor after beating him.
BSF refused to release him
despite repeated requests from
BDR. He was finally handed
over to BDR after 12 hours.

On February 14, Indian
border guards made an incur-
sion into Bangladesh territory
and shot dead two civilians.
There were also instances of
intrusion and firing by BSF on
February17,21,22,23and 27.In
many cases, BDR retreated in
the face of indiscriminate firing
by BSE

The letter said the situation
on Jointapur frontier began to
deteriorate after a BSF battalion
from Kashmir was sent to the
borderin September 2009.

The BDR director general
called his counterpart last week
asking him to control the BSF
members on Jointapur border,
said a BDR officer wishing
anonymity. The BDR DG visited
the area later as the situation
deteriorated following BSF's
aggressive behaviour.

Bangladeshi fishermen have
been fishing in Dibirhaor for
decades. But now they avoid the

place due to aggressive attitude
ofthe Indian borderforce.
"Whenever Bangladeshis try

to go there, BSF opens fire on
them," he added.

Law ministry
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been preparing the draft rules
afresh in line with the law
ministry's opinion and will
place it before the EC for fur-
ther action, theysaid.

In the draft rules, the com-
mission specified the electoral
offences to be tried summarily
by executive and judicial
magistrates.

According to the draft rules,
executive magistrates, who are
administrative cadres, willhold
trials of corrupt practices in
polls like taking or giving
bribes, and making false state-
ments against candidates.

A person could be sen-
tenced to imprisonment for a
minimum of two years and up
to seven years with fines for
committing those offences.

Executive magistrates are
empowered to hold trial of
offences like conducting elec-
toral campaigns on the elec-
tion day within 400 yards of
polling stations, and using
microphones or loudspeakers
on the day.

The draft rules suggest
sentencing such offenders to
imprisonment for a minimum
of six months and up to three
years.

But the mobile court act
says executive magistirates
presiding over mobile courts
cannot sentence anyone to
imprisonment for more than
two years regardless of the
punishment stipulated in the
laws concerned.

The EC move to empower
executive magistrates with
such judicial authority also
contradicts with the opinion of
the Supreme Court that disap-
proves allowing executive
magistrates to hold ftrial of
electoral offences.

The EC wrote to the SC,
seeking its opinion on the
matter before the December 29
pollsin 2008.

The SC general administra-
tive committee, headed by the
chief justice, unanimously
decided that only experienced
judicial magistrates should be
engaged in administering
justice in cases related to elec-
toral offences.

"As jurisdictions of the
judicial and executive magis-
trates are clearly delineated,
the latter need not be entrusted
with the authority of the for-
mer," the SCnoted.

Hasina
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Stressing on communications
for national development, she
said the government is work-
ing for communications
infrastructural development
all over the country.

“We believe in overall devel-
opment of the country. For this
reason we first want develop-
ment of local government and
the working capacity of the
Roads and Highways
Department,” the premier told
the officials.

Urging the officials to be
more dynamic and motivated
towards development of the
country she said, “Submit more
and more development pro-
jects and we will approve those.”

Hasina expressed her utter
surprise being informed that
only one poverty-alleviation
project is underway in the most
impoverished and Monga-
stricken district.

She directed the govern-
ment officials to take all-out
measures to increase the liter-
acy rate in the district as the
current literacyrateisonly 33.45
percent.

Hasina also directed the
officials concerned to construct
a cold storage in the district
soon to preserve seed variety.

She also stressed the need for
using more surface water in
farmland instead of operating
deep tube-well.

The PM mentioned her
government programme for
dredging all the rivers in the
country for making available
surface water for farmers in the
dryseason.

BNP terms
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chapter at Chittagong Press
Clubin the afternoon.

The BNP leader said, "As our
lawmakers started to provide
some factual information to the
House while responding to
harsh comments made by
ruling party MPs, the speaker
warned of taking stern action.”

"Why didn't he switch off the
microphones of the ruling party
MPs when they made rude
comments about the body of
Ziaur Rahman?" he asked.

Zainul said, "If the speaker
wanted to make the House
effective, he could have taken
stepsatthattime.”

Speakers at the discussion
blasted the government alleg-
edly for "suppressing” the
opposition political parties.
They called for greater unity
among the nationalist forces to
forge tougher movement
against the government's mis-
rule.

Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami
Assistant Secretary General
Abdul Kader, National People's
Party leader Sheikh Shawkat
Hossain and Bangladesh Jatiya
Party (BJP) Secretary General
Abu Naser Rahmat Ullah,
among others, spoke on the
occasion.

India to pass
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Sonia Gandhi, president of the
left-leaning ruling Congress
party and regarded as India's
most powerful politician, has
thrown her weight behind the
bill, saying she attaches the
"highestimportance" toit.

Itwill be a "gift to the women
of India if it is introduced and
passed” on International
Women's Day, she told party
MPs.

The bill has been blocked for
years by opposition from law-
makers who have demanded a
portion of the women's quota
be set aside for minorities and
so-called backward classes --
socially and economically
disadvantaged groups.

But the Congress, resound-
ingly re-elected last May, is seen
as able to push through the bill
with support from coalition
partners and major opposition
parties like the Hindu national-
ist Bharatiya Janata Party and
the communists.

Politics in India has tradi-
tionally been a male bastion,
but women now hold promi-
nent positions, including
President Pratibha Patil and
Sonia Gandhi. India has had
one female prime minister,
Indira Gandhi.

Panchayats -- the local
governing bodies in towns and
villages -- already reserve a
portion of their seats for women
and experts say the move has
given women greater status in
their communities.

But much still needs to be
done for women in India which
has one of the world's most
skewed sex ratios in favour of
boys, say the quota bill's advo-
cates.

The World Economic Forum
in its 2009 report on global
gender disparities ranked the
country 114th out of a list of 134
countries with the country
posting lowly scores on female
life-expectancy, health and
education.

"Don't fail the women of
India,” The Hindu newspaper
told legislators in an editorial,
saying greater female represen-
tation would "force a shift of
focus" toward rooting out
entrenched discrimination
against women.

Policy friendly
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He said both the premiers
agreed In the joint communi-
qué to comprehensively
address all outstanding land
boundary issues in line with the
spirit of the 1974 Land
Boundary Agreement.

"In this context, they agreed
to convene the Joint Boundary
Working Group to take this
process forward."

But the BDR chief observed
that lower level BSF personnel
do not follow this land bound-
ary agreement in many cases.

"But they should under-
stand the intent of the prime
ministers of the two countries.
This is a big opportunity for
both the countries to improve
relations between their brooder
guards as both the governments
are heading towards a new
phase of friendlyrelations,"” Gen
Mainul added.

He believes the border forces
should solve smaller issues at
their level. "If these unwanted
incidents are stopped at our
level, it will improve the friendly
relations between the two
countries.”

As many as 78 Bangladeshis
were killed by BSF inside the
Indian land since January 2009
till February this year. But no
Indian national waskilled by the
BDR, the force claims.

"Killing of civilians, may be
they were trespassers, must
stop. This is violation of the
border agreement, Indian laws
and international human
rights.”

He added duties have clearly
been described in the Joint
India-Bangladesh Guideline for
Border Authorities 1975. If any
citizen trespasses on the land of
other country, the border forces
can arrest and try them or turn
them in to the other side follow-
ing necessary communications.

"We follow these guidelines.
But deaths of our nationals in

the hand of BSF is not only
unacceptable but also a hatred
offence," he observed.

He said forceful occupation
of land by BSF has raised a new
problem in Sylhet region.

There are some problems
about the adverse possessed
land. The BSF forcefully pos-
sesses some land in Joiynta in
Sylhet region since 2006 saying
itisadverse possessed land.

The BSF set up a post inside
Sylhet border claiming it as
"adverse possessed land,”
which BDR strongly opposed.

At a deputy director general
level meeting, BSF promised to
remove the post, which is still
there.

The BDR chief said he would
raise the issue at the DG level
meeting, which is scheduled to
start in Delhi today.

"Iwill give them a timeframe
to withdraw their post from our
land," Gen Mainul said.

He added if there is no
unnecessary killing and no
intrusion along the border, the
friendly relations between the
two countries would be
strengthened.

He added India should help
Bangladesh by shutting down
the Phensydyle factories in its
land so that the flow of such
drugs to Bangladesh stops.

Indiscriminate killing and
unprovoked firing by BSE smug-
gling, physical verification of
border pillars and adverse
possessed land, formulation of
integrated joint border man-
agement, abduction of border
people by BSE and pushing in
Indian nationals to Bangladesh
are some of the agendas of the
upcoming DG level meeting.

"If we can improve the
friendly relations solving these
problems, we'll go further
towards trade issues, which is
very important for both the
neighbours,” Gen Mainul
observed.

Speaker
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"The speaker may direct any
memberwhose conductisinhis
opinion grossly disorderly to
withdraw immediately from the
House, and any member so
ordered to withdraw shall do so,
forthwith and shall absent
himself [for such a period of the
day's sitting as may be decided
by the Speaker],” says section-
15 of the rules of procedure.

According to section-16 of
the rules of procedure, the
speaker may, if he deems it
necessary, name amemberwho
disregards the authority of the
chair or abuses the rules of the
House by persistently and
wilfully obstructing the busi-
nessthereof.

"If a member is so named by
the speaker, the speaker shall,
on a motion being made, forth-
with put the question that the
member [naming him] be
suspended from the service of
the House for a period not
exceeding the remainder of the
session,” says section-16.

A member suspended under
this rule shall forthwith with-
draw from the precincts of the

House, it says.
According to the rules of

procedure, the speaker shall call
the sitting to order. The speaker
shall preserve order and deco-
rum, and in the case of distur-
bance or disorder in the galler-
ies, may cause them to be
cleared. The speaker shall have
all powers necessary for the
purpose of enforcing his deci-
sions. For the purpose of enforc-
ing the orders of the speaker,
there shall be appointed a

amply

person to act as the Sergeant-at-
Arms.

In the case of gross disorder
arising in the House, the
speaker may, if he deems it
necessary, suspend any sitting
foratime to be specified by him,
says therules of procedure.

A number of Awami League
and BNP lawmakers
Wednesday leaped out of their
chairs and rushed towards each
other gesturing aggressively
throwing the parliament sitting
into chaos for around 10 min-
utes. Without microphones,
they were seen shouting loudly
and exchanging extremely
indecent and vulgar words on
the floor, most of which are

unprintable.
Speaker Abdul Hamid on

Thursday decried the unruly
behaviour of some lawmakers
and use of indecent and vulgar
words on the floor the day
before and termed the incident
unfortunate and shameful for
thenation.

He also warned of switching
off microphones as soon as one
will use unparliamentary and
aggressive words. On Friday, the
speaker also said he would
withdraw a lawmaker if he or
she continues to utter indecent
words.

Both opposition and trea-
sury bench senior lawmakers
Thursday in parliament praised
the speaker's tough stance on
the issue and observed such
shocking incident could have
been avoided had the rules of
procedure been enforced
strictly.

Manpower export
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contracts by the Bangladesh
embassy in Tripoli was cum-
bersome, which delayed the
hiring process annoying the
employers, said a member of
the Bangladesh delegation to
Libya.

Recruiting agencies wel-
comed the decision saying
that they faced a lot of hassles
in getting the job-demand
letters attested by the
Bangladesh embassy in
Tripoli. Some alleged that they
even had to bribe the officials
of Bangladesh embassy there
to obtain the attestation.

They said Libyan employ-
ers are disappointed at the
delays in attesting. Since they
needed workers urgently, they
had finalised all processing for
the Libyan embassy in Dhaka
toissue the visas.

"Now that the visas have
been issued, the Libyan
embassy does not feel the
need to attest the job con-
tracts,” said a recruiting agent.

Mustafa said the recruiting
agencies are now in trouble, as
the Bureau of Manpower
Employment and Training
(BMET) is not issuing emigra-
tion clearances against the
visas since the demand letters
were not authenticated either
by the Libyan embassy in
Dhaka or the Bangladesh
Mission in Tripoli.

As per the new deal, on

receiving the affidavits of
workers' jobs, salaries and
other facilities from recruiting
agencies, the BMET can issue
emigration clearances,
explained Baira in a letter to
the Ministry of Expatriates’
Welfare and Overseas
Employment.

Meanwhile, recruiting
agencies said most of the visas
would expire in a few weeks if
the government did not issue
emigration clearances imme-
diately.

“Each worker deposited
around Tk 1 lakh for visa and
by now a good portion of the
money has already been
spent. So, there is no other way
to compensate the jobseekers
if they fail to join their
workplaces in Libya,” said a
recruiting agent.

The BMET Director
General Khorshed Alam
Chowdhury, however, said the
emigration clearances could
be issued against these visas
only if, the Libyan embassy in
Dhaka attested the employ-
ment contracts of this particu-
lar batch of workers.

“We cannot do anything
more as we are not sure about
the authenticity of the jobs
and salaries,” Chowdhury
said, adding that many work-
ers had landed in trouble in
Libya in the past, being
deprived of the jobs and sala-
ries they had been promised.

JS body
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Minister Sheikh Hasina on
March 9 and finalise the next
course ofaction.

Lawmakers ABM Fazle
Karim Chowdhury, Ethin
Rakhain, Gias Uddin Ahmad
and Jatindra Lal Tripura are
the other members of the
team.

Briefing newsmen at
Satbaiyapara in Khagrachhari
town, Fazle Karim said the
violence was planned to cre-
ate unrest in the hills. Tough
actions would be taken
against those responsible.

He claimed the local
administration has already
identified the culprits. He
however would not disclose
theiridentities.

The settlers and indige-
nous people gave the JS team
their accounts of the incidents
that rattled the hills areas
between February 19 and 23.

Victims at Gangaram Mukh
of Baghaihat blamed the
Bangalees for the killings and
arson. They also demanded
withdrawal of the army from
the area.

In Khagrachhari town,
Hasina Akhter, 34, a Bangalee,
said their neighbourhood
looked like a war zone after fire
burned everything that the
indigenous community
owned at Mohazon Para.

In retaliation, the hills
people torched 10 houses
belonging to the settlers.

Milon Chakma, an assis-
tant teacher of Khagrachhari
Government High School,
said her home was set ablaze
by youths wearing helmets.

UZ chairman
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one person and seized a gun
from his possession.

Police sources said the
arrestee, Alam Sheikh, 30, of
Rupsha upazila, is an opera-
tive of outlawed Purbo
Banglar Communist Party.

Incensed at the attack,
locals put up barricades at
several points on Khulna-
Jessore highway, disrupting
vehicular movement for sev-
eral hours.

Besides police, Rapid
Action Battalion and Armed
Police Battalion were
deployed at Shiromoni and
Phultala upazila.

The chairman's father,
Sarder Abul Kashem, was
gunned down and killed by
extremists on July 22, 1998.

Historic March
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Suhrawardy Udyan touched
every Bangalee heart across the
then east Pakistan that mobi-
lised the whole nation except-
ing a few pro-Pakistani ele-
ments to prepare for the ulti-
mate sacrifice they made in the
LiberationWar.

On the night of March 25,
just 18 days after the 7th March
speech, the Pakistani military
carried out the genocide on
innocent unarmed Bangalees,
the most gruesome and shame-
ful act the human history had
ever seen.

Father of the Nation Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman in his speech
also said, "Since we have learnt
to give blood, we'll give more
blood. Inshallah, the people of
the country must get libera-
tion...Turn every house into a
fort. Face the enemy with what-
everyouhave."

It was regarded as one of the
most seminal speeches in
history:.

After bloodshed for nine
long months, people of this
country achieved independ-
enceonDecember 16, 1971.

President M Zillur Rahman
and Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina gave separate messages
on the occasion.

In their messages, they
stressed the need for upholding
the true spirit of the country's
independence and sovereignty.

Judicial service
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Star on February 21 that the
then Chief Justice Md Tafazzul
Islam recommended Justice
MA Matin, a senior judge of
the Appellate Division, for the
post and that the file is now at
the law ministry.

The previous day Law
Minister Shafique Ahmed told
The Daily Star that the posi-
tion was kept vacant since the
commission was not facing
any problem in discharging its
function without the chair-
man.

Senior member of B]JSC
Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed, a
senior judge of the High Court,
isnowdischarging asitsacting
chairman.

The other members of the
commission are High Court
Judge Md Emdadul Hug,
Attorney General Mahbubey
Alam, Law Commission mem-
ber Sunil Chandra Paul,
Establishment Secretary Igbal
Mahmud, Finance Secretary
Md Tarek, Law Secretary
Anwarul Haque, SC Registrar
Shawkat Hossain, Law Faculty
Dean of Chittagong University
Prof Md Zakir Hossain and
Dhaka District Judge Krishna
Debnath.

Bank payback plan
faces failure
as Iceland votes

AFP, Reykjavik

Icelanders headed to the polls
in drizzling rain yesterday in a
referendum expected to reject
a bank repayment deal worth
billions that many here con-
sider a foreign diktat.

"l will vote 'mo’ simply
because | disagree very
strongly with us... having to
shoulder this burden" from
the 2008 collapse of the online
Icesave bank, Ingimar
Gudmundsson, a 57-year-old
truck driver, told AFP.

The issue is whether
Iceland should honour an
agreement to repay Britain
and the Netherlands 3.9 bil-
lion euros (5.3 billion dollars).

This would be to compen-
sate them for money they paid
to 340,000 of their citizens hit
by the collapse of Icesave in
2008.

Observers say an Icelandic
refusal to repay the money
could block the remaining half
of a 2.1-billion dollar
International Monetary Fund
rescue package, as well as its
European Union and euro
currency membership talks.

It could also push Iceland's
credit rating over the cliff and
destabilise the leftwing gov-
ernment, which negotiated
the agreement in the first
place.

According to the latest
opinion poll, three quarters of
voters will reject the agree-
ment, which was passed by
parliament in late December.

It went to a referendum
after President Olafur Ragnar
Grimsson refused to sign it
into law because of public
opposition.

According to Magnus Arni
Skulason, a founder of the
Indefence movement
opposed to the deal, the agree-
ment being voted on was
"obtained through coercion,
with threats from both the
British and the Dutch against
Iceland.”

Echoing the frustration felt
by many Icelanders, he told
AFP that the demanded 5.5-
percent interest rate was
particularly unacceptable.

"You're basically sending
the bill to tax payers for the

Zia Udyan
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whom the Udyan was named.

“Fresh nameplates will
replace the old ones,” A police
official at the Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar Police Station told The
Daily Star, quoting PWD
Executive Engineer Abdul Hai.

When asked, the policed
official said, “We went to the
spot after being informed
about it; we will file a general
diary.”

The two nameplates were
located on either side of the
bailey bridge leading to Ziaur
Rahman's grave.

The BNP government
during its 1991-96 tenure
renamed the Chandrima
Udyan as Zia Udyan.

Six PWD hired labourers
started removing the name-
plates with hammer, spade
and other equipment at
9:00pm and completed the job
around 11.55pm.

Sahara
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from 10 regional passport
offices of the country.

The receiving of applica-
tion forms for traditional
passports would be sus-
pended from March 20 and
distribution of MRP forms will
begin on April 1 from 10 pass-
port offices, the meeting
sources said.

These offices are regional
passport offices in Dhaka,
Jessore, Chittagong, Sylhet,
Mymensingh, Comilla,
Barisal, Rajshahi, Rangpur
and Gopalganj.

The forms for MRP will be
available in all other passport
offices phase by phase, the
meeting sources added.

The meeting also decided
to provide short-term (one-
year) passports for those who
need it urgently, especially for
treatment or other emergency
purposes. It also requested
people to apply in traditional
forms for getting emergency
passports before March 20.

The International Civil
Aviation Organization has
given a deadline for its mem-
ber countries for introduction
of MRP from April 1. The gov-
ernment has taken up a pro-
ject at a cost of over Tk 283
crore in thisregard.

The meeting was attended,
among others, by Director
General of Passport and
Immigration Directorate M A
Mabud, Director
Administration of the direc-
torate Parveen Bhanu and
Project Director of the MRP
Brigadier General Md Refayet
Ullah.

failure of a private bank," he
said.

And for many Icelanders,
handing what they consider
an exorbitant price to London
is especially infuriating.

Many here are still fuming
over the so-called "cod wars”
with London in the 1970s over
fishing rights, and over
Britain's decision in 2008 -- as
Iceland's economy was crum-
bling -- to use an anti-
terrorism law to freeze British
savers' assets in the stricken
Icelandic bank Landsbanki.

"I'm not against paying
people their money back, but
I'm against (British Prime
Minister) Gordon Brown
getting his money back,”
Thorstenn Pall Leifsson, a 43-
year-old unemployed con-
struction worker, told AFP

"This (Icesave deal) is so
excessive. I don't want us to
pay more than what we're
legally obliged to pay," he
added.

Despite the strong emo-
tions surrounding the issue,
the all-but guaranteed out-
come of Saturday's referen-
dum meant voter turnout
would likely be lower than in
last year's general election,
when some 85 percent of the
country's 230,000 eligible
voters cast a ballot.

Man stabbed
to death
in mosque

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A devotee was stabbed to
death at a mosque in
Keraniganjlast night.

The victim, Yar Hossain, 22,
was a farmer hailing from
Natun Algirchar.

Officer-in-Charge
Asaduzzaman of Keraniganj
Police Station told The Daily
Star that Hossain was stabbed
in the back while offering Isha
prayers with others at around
8:00pm.

Locals rushed him to
Mitford Hospital where doc-
tors declared him dead
around 9:15pm.

Police could not yet have
any clue to the identity of the
attacker or the motive behind
the murder.

Violence in
Greece as
parliament
approves
austerity cuts

AFP, Athens

Greek police yesterday fought
protesters angered by tough
new austerity measures, as
European heavyweight

Germany rebuffed suggestions
cash-strapped Athens needed a

financial bailout.

Strikes disrupted air and
ground transport, as well as
schools and hospitals, hitting
economic activity hard two
days after the government
unveiled sweeping tax hikes
and spending cuts that parlia-
mentapproved yesterday.

A demonstration by several
thousand protesters was
marred by clashes after
unknown assailants beat the
head of Greece's main union,
Yiannis Panagopoulos, as he
delivered a speech.

Panagopoulos' union, the
General Confederation of Greek
Workers (GSEE), later said itwas
an "organised" attack and that
some of the assailants carried
the flags of a small leftist group.

Another prominent pro-
tester, B7-year-old war resis-
tance hero and former deputy
Manolis Glezos, was hospita-
lised with breathing problems
after a riot policeman sprayed
teargasinhisface.

Five people were arrested in
Athens and a handful of shops
and banks along with a ministry
building had their front win-
dows smashed, police said.
Around a dozen protesters and
police were injured, according
toreports.

Several dozen interior min-
istry staff occupied the Greek
National Printing House to
prevent the latest austerity
measures from being published
in the government gazette,
police said.

6 carjackers
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microbus and a motorbike

and spare parts of eight cars
from Kadamtoli Friday. The
stolen vehicles and parts

worth around Tk 74.50 lakh,
said DB sources.

They said in 2009, a total of
650 private cars and motor-
bikes were stolen of which
police could recover over 400.



