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Youssef Kanjo, the head of

"We all recognise that an enormous amount
of hard work and tough fighting lie ahead. As
was the case in Iraq, the reality in Afghanistan is
that everything is hard and it is hard all the
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Nato forces close to victory
in Afghanistan: Petraeus

Three more coalition soldiers die in attacks

A Kashmiri man
inspects the debris of
destroyed houses in
Dadsara, in Tral
district, south of

@he Baily Star

archaeological excavations
in the ancient city of Aleppo,
said the coins were discov-
ered two weeks ago in north-
ern Syria when a local man
was digging the foundations
ofhis newhome.,

The man handed the

coins, that were found in a
bonze box, to authorities,
Kanjo said in a telephone
interview with The
Associated Press.

Moon's biggest
crater exposes
its hidden
lower crust

ANI, Washington

Reports indicate that the
biggest and deepest crater
on the Moon can provide
glimpses of the hidden lower
crust of Earth's natural
satellite.

Shortly after the Moon
formed, an asteroid
smacked into its southern
hemisphere and gouged

out a truly enormous
crater, the South Pole-
Aitken basin, almost 1,500
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Chinese President Hu Jintao (Top/R) applauds as Premier Wen

Jiabao delivers his speech during the opening session of the

miles across and more than
five miles deep.

National People's Congress inside the Great Hall of the People in
Beijing yesterday.

China vows to address
needs of the poor

AFP, Beijing

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao vowed yesterday to ease rules
denying public welfare services to millions of migrant workers
as he pledged to meet the social security needs of the nation's
huge poorunderclass.

"We will move faster to improve the social security system for
both urban and rural residents,” Wen said in his "state of the
nation" address opening the annual session of parliament.

The National People's Congress convened with concern
mounting over a huge wealth gap and social stability in a coun-
try that sees thousands of protests every year -- often violent --
by those who have missed out on China's boom.

"We will move faster to build a better social safety net to
provide basic security to people and free them from worries,”
Wen told the 3,000 delegates to the National People's Congress.

"We will not only make the pie of social wealth bigger by
developing the economy but also distribute it well on the basis of
a rational income distribution system,"” he added.

Wen pledged to reform an increasingly unpopular household
registration, or "hukou", system under which each citizen's
residency statusis tied strictly to their hometown.

The system has come under fire for denying the country's 230
million migrant workers access to the government's social safety
net once they leave their hometowns for work in China's cities
and coastal economic hubs.

"We will carry out reform of the household registration sys-
tem and relax requirements for household registration in towns
and small and medium-sized cities,"” he said.

The government recently announced its intent to reform
the system but mention of the issue in Wen's annual "govern-
ment work report” officially elevates it to the level of a national

priority.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

PADMA MULTIPURPOSE BRIDGE DESIGN PROJECT

The Study

Ban esh B Authority (BBA) is currently undertaking the detailed engineeri
B‘ﬂd of the Padma Multipu }Btidga Dazn ijectld:r?darma ﬁianmfrgrhnhslg
Developmant Bank {ADB). The Project has been preparing the detailed engineering
design for the construction of Padma Bridge and associated structures. The Project
involves construction of about 6.15 km long main bridge, transition structures,
approach roads, river training works (RTWs), bridge end facilities (service areas,
construction yards, toll thas resettlement sites), two railway stations at both ands
with the provlsion of rail track, gas and power transmission lines and communication
cable on the bridge. The construction of the project co ents will involve massive
activities which will have both negative and positive impacts on the environment.

Project Financing

Government of Bangladesh (GoB) has been in discussion with various co-financiers fo
participate in the investment of the Project. A number of co-financiers has already
showed interest and extended their commitments. These co-financiers include the

ADB, the World Bank, the Japan International cooperation Agency, the Islamic
Development Bank, and the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development. in addition

to the Co-financiers, GoB will also contribute in the implementation of the Project.

The Process

The Project is being categorized as Category "A" project in accordance with the
Harmonized Safeguard Requirements of the Government and co-financiers. As per
the harmonized safeguard requirements, two public consultations are required for
category "A” project, once during the early stages o EIA filed work and once when
the draft EIA report is available. Upon completion of the study, an Environmental
Impact Assessment report documenting the process will be submitted to BBA and
the co-financiers and will be available for public review. A draft Environmental
Impact Assessment report documenting the process has been submitted to BBA
and the co-financiers on November 19, 2009 and a revised version on January 31,
2010 and are available for public review.

Public Consultation

The first public consultations were conducted during July 20-22, 2009. This is the
second public consultation and is scheduled to allow the public to meet the project
team, discuss the study outcome, major environmental and social impacts, and
mitigation and enhancement measures recommended in the study. You are invited
to attend the meetings in the following locations :

1. Mawa Side 1, Date : 10AM to 12AM, March 16,2010
Location : Village : Jashaldia, Lauhajang, Munshiganj

2. Mawa Side 2, Date : 2PM to 4 PM, March 16, 2010
Location : Village : Kumabhog, Lauhajang, Munshiganj

3. Janjira Side 1, Date : 11AM to 1 PM, March 17, 2010
Location : Naodoba High School, Janjira, Shariatpur

4. Janjira Side 2, Date : 11 AM to 1 PM, March 18, 2010

Location : Union Council of Matbarer Char, Village : Bakorerkandi, Shibchar, Madaripur.
5. Charland, Date : 11AM to 1 PM. March 19, 2010

Location : Kathalbari Char, Shibchar, Madaripur.
The consultation will consist of formal invitations to various shakeholders and displays
showing the final alignments, environmental and social impacts and mitigation and
enhancement measures. BBA and their design consultant Maunsell AECOM will be on
hand to answer any questions.
Comments

We are interested in hearing any comments that you may have about the study.
With the exception of personal information, all comments will be part of the public
record. In addition, there will be a comment sheet available, please place the
completed questionnaire in the box provided or return it to the address below:

H,.,rq' Imm s Dr. Masud Karim, P.Eng.
:adma ﬂm;ﬁ'm“ Bridge Project Environmental Specialist 1
Bangladesh Bridge Authority, Setu Bhaban Road 83, House No.13/A, Gulshan 2, Dhaka

Tel : (02) 881 2938 / 882 5796

New Ai Road, Banani, Dhaka.
gt Email : masud@eng-consult.com

Tel : (02) 988 8969

Thousands of women
murdered in honour
killings yearly: UN

AFP, Geneva

Some 5,000 women are murdered in honour killings every year,
the UN's top human rights official said Thursday, calling it an
"extreme symptom of discrimination” against women.

"It has been estimated that as many as one in three women
across the world has been beaten, raped or otherwise abused
during the course of her lifetime," said Navi Pillay in a statement.

"And the most common source of such violence comes from
within the family. Amongst the most extreme forms of abuse is
what is known as 'honour killing'," added the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights.

She pointed out that the problem is exacerbated by the fact
that in some countries, legal systems "exempt individuals guilty
of honourkillings from punishment."”

"Honour killings are, however, not something that can be
simply brushed aside as some bizarre and retrograde atrocity
that happens somewhere else,” she said, stressing that under
international laws, there is a "clear state responsibility” to
ensure that women are not discriminated against.

Singapore boosts security
over terrorist threat

AP, Singapore
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Singapore bolstered security measures after receiving informa-
tion of a plot by terrorists to attack ships off the coast of the city-
state, a Cabinet minister said yesterday.

The government has increased security at land checkpoints,
on the sea and at high-risk targets such as two new casino
resorts, Home Affairs Minister Wong Kan Seng told Parliament.

Wong did not say which terrorist group was planning the
reported attack.

"We received intelligence from our liaison pariners about
this possible plot to go and attack vessels coming through
Singapore waters through the Malacca Strait,” Wong said. "The
threatisreal and we are not immune to it."

Singapore's navy warned Thursday that a terrorist group was
planning attacks on oil tankers and other vessels in the Malacca
Strait, one of the world's busiest shippinglanes.

Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia said Thursday they have
stepped up maritime and air patrols in the waterway, through
which 15 million barrels of oil a day passed in 2006, according to
the US Energy Information Agency:.
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An Indian Nihang (religious Sikh warrior) performs a fire breathing
act while participating in a procession during the Amritsar
Heritage Festival in Amritsar yesterday. The festival, which runs
from March 4 -7, aims to preserve and promote Punjabi culture.
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ROAD # 50, GULSHAN -2, DHAKA -1212
Phone: 8852222, Fax: 8829476, Email: mail@gulshanclub.com, gani@gulshanclub.com

In association with Institute of Architects Bangladesh [IAB]
Notice for Open Architectural Design Competition

for Design of Guishan Club, Dhaka

Guishan Club Ltd. has taken the initiative to construct a Multi-purpose Club Complex
with multi-level parking facilities on the existing land measuring approximately 4.5
bigha.

With this view, Guishan Club Lid., in association with the Institute of Architects

Bangladesh [IAB], is organising an Open Architectural Design Competition to select
the most appropriate design. Selected Architect/Firm shall have to render

comprehensive services [architectural and engineering design, supervision etc.] as
required for the successful completion of the project.

A panel of Jurors, nominated by IEH and IAB as per the competition guidelines of
IAB, will select the best design from the entries. The three best designs shall receive
the following awards —

First Prize : Tk. 7,00,000.00 [Taka Seven lakh only]
Second Prize : Tk, 5,00,000.00 [Taka Five lakh only]
Third Prize  : Tk. 3,00,000.00 [Taka Three lakh only]

Interested architects should note the following information-
01. Eligibility :
a. Architects willing to participate in the Open Design Competition must

meet the eligibility conditions specified in the Dhaka Mohanogor Imarot
Nirman Bidhimala 2008 for designing Type - E buildings.

b. In case of Firms, Owner or at least 01 [one] of the Partners/Directors
must fulfill the criteria above.

€. Firms and Architects may participate as a Joint Venture with a foreign
[preferably Asian] Firm having experience in designing social clubs.
The local Firm or Architect fulfilling the eligibility conditions shall be the
Lead Firm.

02. Competition Documents: Interested Architect/Firm may obtain Competition
Documents from the office of the undersigned from 10 April 2010 till 15 April
2010 between 12.00 pm to 8.00 pm paying an amount of Tk.1,000.00 in cash.
A written application for the competition documents has to be submitted.

03. Queries: Written queries, if any, shall have to be submitted to the undersigned
on or before 22 April 2010 within 8.00 pm. A Briefing Session will be held on
27 April 2010 at 6.00 pm at the Guilshan Club to reply to the queries.

04. Submission: Entries shall be submitted on 15 July 2010 between 3.00 pm and
6.00 pm at the office of the undersigned.

M.M. Chakrabarty
Secretary
Guishan Club Ltd.




