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Competition-2010

Venue: Seminar Hall,
Bangladesh UNESCO
Jatiya Commission,

Date: March 4
Time: 10:30am

March 17
Time: 10am-8pm

Artist: Kazi Hasan Habib
Venue: Gallery Jolrong, Rd
11, H 54, Block F, Banani
Date: February 25-

Solo Art Lyrical Drama

Title: Vialmiki Protibha
Exhibition Artistes: Shibly Mohammad,
Title: Poet of Poetry Shamim Ara Nipa

Organisers: Shurolok &
Nrityanchal

Venue: National Theatre
Hall, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy

Date: March 12

Time: 7pm

Group Art
Exhibition
Venue: Gallery
Safetypin, 75, Central
Road, Dhanmondi
Date: February 5-

March 15
Time: 11am-8pm

National Street Theatre Festival

begins at Shaheed Minar

A CORRESPONDENT
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Maulobad”,

was presented on the occasion.

Secretary general of Bangladesh Street Thea-
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With the theme "Hano Aghat Churno Karo
National Street Theatre Council
launched a weeklong street theatre festival at
Central Shaheed Minar premises in the city on
March 1. Renowned theatre personality
Mamunur Rashid inaugurated the festival.

On behalf of the National Street Theatre
Council a declaration demanding the trials of
war criminals, condemning attacks on indige-
nous people and denouncing fundamentalism,

tre Council Mizanur Rahman; vice president of

Shammilito Shangskritik Jote Golam Kuddus;

general secretary of Bangladesh Group Theatre

"Khekshial",

"Razakar-er Kechchha" and

respectively.

Federation Jhuna Chowdhury and general
secretary of Shammilito Shangshkritik Jote
Hasan Arif spoke at a discussion presided over
by Mannan Hira, president of National Street
Theatre Council.

On the first day of the festival, Naboshikha
Natyadal of Sylhet, Aranyak Natyadal, Satwik
Natyashabha, Natyadip and Shubachan Natya
Sangsad staged their plays "Janani Birangana",
"Roshu Khan Othoba Ami",

"Noromedh”

Three-day book fair in Tangail

School students browsing books at the fair.

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail
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A three-day book fair began at
Narandia, Kalihati upazila in
Tangail on March 1, with the
theme 'Give up drugs, read
books and build an enlight-
ened country’'.

PHOTO: STAR

Hundreds of enthusiastic
students from local educa-
tional institutes, their guard-
ians and many others joined
the fair organised in the
remote rural area.

Participatory Rural Devel-
opment Project (PRDP)-2 and

jointly organised the book fair
at the UP premises.

The stalls have books
including novels, poeiry
compilations, travelogues,
adventure, as well as publica-
tions on history, science,

politics and more -- all . / —
authored by prominent Though the review complained that Bachchan overdid his
Bangladeshi writers part and compared him to Al Pacino, who has become notori-

Tangail Deputy Commis-
sioner M Bazlul Karim
Chowdhury inaugurated
the book fair as the chief
guest.

Presided over by Narandia
UP Chairman Mozaharul
Islam Talukdar, the discus-
sion was addressed by Hasan
Imam Khan; Mamunul
Islam: Anwar Hossain Mollah
and Syeda Salma Begum; AL
leaders Abu Nasser and
Liakat Sikdar respectively.
Local artistes performed
songs and dances at the

Film starring Kingsley and
Bachchan gets ridiculed
In foreign press

Any excitement over seeing Ben Kingsley and Amitabh
Bachchan turning out histrionic performances in "Teen Patti"
was not enough to give the $7.5 million movie a draw in the
lucrative international markets.

Though its distributors in North America and the United
Kingdom had not released the box office numbers on Sunday
as most distributors do, the grapevine says the filmis a dud.

Over the decades, seasoned editors have saved many
messy films. But the Oscar winning Hollywood editor Hughes
Winborne ("Crash") just could not save "Teen Patti". Director
Leena Yadav's second film was even more disastrous than her
first film, "Shabd".

"Teen Patti", whose English dialogue was written by the
independent Los Angeles filmmaker Ben Rekhi, may not
make it easy for Kingsley, who is trying to raise $30 million for
his "TajMahal" movie project.

Kingsley plays a pivotal role in the new film -- he plays a
mathematician like Bachchan. This is Kingsley's second
Indian film, after "Gandhi".

The new movie was ridiculed in the mainstream media.

"Sir Ben Kingsley has never been one to turn down a job, which
is why his recent resume includes everything from the current
number one movie in America, 'Shutter Island’, to a role as a
villainous vampire daddy in the 2005 schlockfest 'Bloodrayne’,"
wrote The Washington Post. "His heroic willingness to cash
anyone's check might explain why Kingsley, playing a Cambridge
professor, phones in a handful of scenes in the overwrought,
overlong, totally bonkers Bollywood thriller "Teen Patti’."

ous in recent years for his overacting, it showed some sympa-
thy for the Indian thespian.

"Kingsley is paired with one of the great classic stars of the
Indian screen, Amitabh Bachchan,” the review continued,
"who brings such commitment and gravitas to the lead role of
Venkat, a tortured Mumbai mathematician, that you almost
think he doesn't know how ridiculous his movie is."”

"Gandhi meets the Big B in Bollywood's dire riff on a medi-
ocre Hollywood movie (21)..." Time Out London wrote. "Told
largely in flashback, with frequent use of inexplicable on-
screen montages, this gamble at pushing the bollywood-
envelopeisaloser.”

The New York Times review said, "Mr Kingsley and Mr
Bachchan's scenes together have real charm. They're like two
old pros from different leagues tossing a ball around: loose,
smooth, in no doubt of their power.”
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Massive head of pharaoh
unearthed in Egypt

Expedition has unearthed wealth of artefacts
and statuary in buried ruins
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Archaeologists have
unearthed a massive red
granite head of one Egypt's
most famous pharaohs who
ruled nearly 3,400 years ago,
the Egyptian Supreme Coun-
cil of Antiquities announced
Sunday.

The head of Amenhotep
I11, which alone is about the
height of a person, was dug
out of the ruins of the pha-
raoh's mortuary temple in
the southern city of Luxor.

The leader of the expedi-
tion that discovered the head
described it as the best-
preserved sculpture of
Amenhotep III's face found to
date.

"Other statues have
always had something bro-
ken: the tip of the nose, the
face is eroded," said Dr.
Hourig Sourouzian, who has
led the led the Egyptian-
European expedition at the
site since 1999. "But here,
from the tip of the crown to
the chin, it is so beautifully
carved and polished, noth-
ingis broken."

The head is part of a larger
statue found several years
ago, along with the parts of
the body, the back slab, and
the ceremonial beard which
Souruzian says will soon be

The 3,400-year old red granite head, part of a huge statue
of the ancient pharaoh Amenhotep lll, was unearthed at
the pharaoh’s mortuary temple in the city of Luxor.

Amenhotep III, who was
the grandfather of the famed
boy-pharach Tutankhamun,
ruled from 1387-1348 B.C. at
the height of Egypt's New
Kingdom and presided over a
vast empire stretching from
Nubia in the south to Syria in
the north.

Sourouzian said the
pharaoh was famous for
leading Egypt at the peak of
its ancient civilisation,
when peace and luxury
were prevalent throughout
the kingdom. Craftsmen
were also honing their
artistic techniques during
the period, which may

features of the unearthed
head.

"But he may have looked
exactly as this statue and he
may have been a very beauti-
ful, very handsome man,"
Sourouzian told the Associ-
ated Press.

Amenhotep III's massive
mortuary temple was largely
destroyed, possibly by
floods, and little remains of
its walls.

The expedition, however,
has unearthed a wealth of
artefacts and statuary in the
buried ruins, including two
statues of Amenhotep made
of black granite found in
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