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Manchester United star Wayne Rooney (foreground) celebrates his goal against Aston Villa with teammate Patrice Evra during their
Carling Cup final at Wembley on Sunday.

ﬂ% Football

AFP, London

Wayne Rooney came off the bench to
ensure Manchester United retained the
League Cup by beating Aston Villa2-1ona
painfully bittersweet afternoon for his
team-mate Michael Owen.

With England coach Fabio Capello
watching from the stands, Owen had
evoked memories of his glory days with a
wonderful, instinctive finish to cancel out
James Milner's early penalty for Villa.

But justas he might have been starting to
entertain hopes of an international recall, a
hamstring injury ended both his afternoon
and any lingering hopes he may have had of
malking Capello's squad for the World Cup.

Gabriel Agbonlahor had scored the
winner when Villa won 1-0 at Old Trafford
earlier in the season and it was immedi-
ately apparent that his pace, unleashed
from the left-side of his team's attacking
trident, would again trouble a United
defence missing Rio Ferdinand.

Within four minutes, Ashley Young's first-
time pass had sent him clear of Nemanja
Vidic, who resorted first to shirt-pulling and
then to a desperate lunge to prevent his
opponent from gettingashotaway.

Vidic, remarkably, escaped sanction

but Milner ensured Villa took the lead by
sending Thomas Kuszczak the wrong way
from the resulting penalty.

With both sides displaying a refreshing
commitment to attack, the tone had been
set for an entertaining, open encounter
and United were quickly back on level
terms courtesy of a vintage piece of finish-
ing from Owen.

The striker had already served notice
that he was in the mood to catch Capello's
eye when, having robbed Carlos Cuellar,
he went past James Collins only to have his
progression towards goal arrested by the
Villacentreback's crude lunge.

There was however nothing anyone
could do about his equaliser, which came
after Berbatov dispossessed Richard
Dunne 30 yards out.

The Villa defender recovered the
uncharacteristic lapse with a superb tackle
on the edge of the area but succeeded only
in diverting the ball from Berbatov's toes
into the path of Owen, who didn't break his
stride as he steered a controlled low shot
beyond Brad Friedel's right hand.

Milner tested Kuszczak with a drive
three minutes later, but as the opening
period wore on it was United who looked
the more likely to add to their score, with
much of their drive coming from the ener-
getic forward thrusts of Park Ji-Sung.

The South Korean midfielder sliced one
good chance wide after being teed up by

Rooney delivers for MU

Berbatov's back heel and, having broken
from deep inside his own half and com-
bined deftly with Antonio Valencia, saw
another effort blocked by Stiliyan Petrov
before being denied by the woodwork in
first-half stoppage time.

Valencia was again involved, skipping
past Villa's would-be England lefi-back
Stephen Warnock with an ease that will
have been noted by Capello before deliver-
ing a cross that was deflected to Park 12
yards out.

His first-time shot struck the inside of
the post and then Cuellar before finally
being scrambled to safety.

By that stage Rooney had replaced the
desperately unlucky Owen but it was
Berbatov who continued to look the most
likely to open up Villa, and another deft
backheel from the Bulgarian gave Michael
Carrick the chance to force Friedel into a
fine save four minutes into the second
period.

Villa's best chance of the second halffell
toYoung, whowas unmarked as Berbatov's
clearing header fell to him just inside the
boxbut shanked his volley into the turfand
wide of the target.

Three minutes later, Rooney applied
the decisive blow with his 28th goal of the
season, beating Friedel with a looping
header from Valencia's cross after the
Ecuador winger had combined neatly
with Berbatov.

Ribery fires Bayern

AFP, Berlin

France in-
ternational
Franck Rib-
ery fired
German
giants Bay-
ern Munich
to the top of
the Bun-
desliga on Sunday for the first
time since winning the title in
2008, beating fourth-placed
Hamburg 1-0.

Following a return to form
under Dutch coach Louis van
Gaal, Bayern caught up Bayer
Leverkusen at the top of the
table a month ago but since
then, the two rivals have been
neck-and-neck, with Bayern
second on goal difference.

But Leverkusen blinked first
this weekend, with their record-
setting 24th game unbeaten
counting for little as an heroic
Cologne side kept them to a
goalless draw at home on
Saturday.

"This has been a great week-
end for us," Bayern chairman
Karl-Heinz Rummenigge said.
"We expected Leverkusen tosslip
up, of course, and on Saturday
they did us the favour.”

On Sunday, Bayern had
more chances than Hamburg in

their home stadium as former
Chelsea winger Arjen Robben
and midfielders Thomas
Mueller and Bastian
Schweinsteiger piled on the
pressure.

It took until the 78th minute
for Bayern to find the back of the
net, however, with Ribery, in
bright yellow boots, firing a
bullet of a shot past Ivorian
defender Guy Demel to beat
'keeperWolfgang Hesl.

Hamburg sorely missed
their new signing, former
Manchester United striker
Ruud van Nistelrooy, absent
through injury, although
Hamburg had a handful of good
chancesthemselves.

The result put Bayern two
points clear of Leverkusen at the
top, but snapping at their heels,
four points off the lead, are
Schalke, who saw off Dortmund
2-1onFriday.

Stuttgart maintained their
fine recent run under coach
Christian Gross by coming from
behind to beat Eintracht
Frankfurt 2-1 at home on
Saturday, lifting them up to
eighthinthetable.

Stuttgart's Brazilian-born
striker Cacau continued the
form that sawhim picked for the
squad for Germany'sWorld Cup
warm-up friendly against

Argentina on Wednesday,
scoring twice in four minutes
justbefore the break.

In Sunday's other game,
Hanover suffered their ninth
straight defeat as defending
champions Wolfsburg, fresh
from their passage into the last
16 of the Europa League last
week, won 1-0 through Bosnian
midfielder Zvjezdan Misimovic.

Hanover have now gone 13

es without a win, and now
find themselves last but one in
the table with only the hapless
Hertha Berlin, one of the stars of
last season, below them. Hertha
went down 2-0 to Hoffenheim
on Saturday.

Werder Bremen meanwhile
capped a fine week by winning
2-1 at 10-man Mainz on
Saturday to move to within a
point of the European qualify-
ing positions, with Germany
midfielder Tim Borowski and
substitute Sebastian Broedl the
SCOTers.

Bremen booked their place
in the last 16 of the Europa
League with a 4-1 win at home
to Dutch side FC Twente on
Thursday.

Borussia Moenchen-
gladbach drew 1-1 at home to
Freiburg, while Nuremberg
climbed one place to third-
bottom after securing a goalless
draw at Bochum.

Atletico crush Valencia

AFP, Madrid
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Nine-man
Valencia
crashed to
their fourth
defeat of the
season
fallingtoa4-
1 loss at
Atletico

lEL Madrid on
Sunday with

the dismissal of Spanish inter-
national defender Carlos
Marchena turning the game on
its head.

Sevilla's scoreless draw with
Athletic Bilbao meant Valencia
could open up a six-point gap
over their rivals and it looked
promising when David Silva
stroked in the opener on 20
minutes.

However, the turning point
came on 29 minutes when
Marchena was sent off for
handling in the penalty area
and Diego Forlan converted
the penaltykick.

Valencia could not cope
with playing two thirds of the
match with one man less and
Argentine Sergio "Kun" Aguero
headed a second for Atletico on
77 minutes before Forlan
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grabbed his second five min-
utes from time.

Valencia had also had
Portuguese full-back Luis
Miguel sent off in the B8lst
minute and Atletico made it
three goals in 13 minutes as
Jose Jurado scored in stoppage
time.

Atletico climb to 11th with
the win but are still eight points
off the top six and 13 points off
thetop four.

Ten-man Sevilla moved to
within three points of Valencia
but that could not overshadow
adisappointing 0-0 home draw
against Athletic Bilbao on
Sunday:.

Sevilla were handicapped
by the dismissal of Ivory Coast
international midfielder Koffi
Romaric on 51 minutes for
hauling down his man after
losing possession.

It was the first time since
October that Sevilla had failed
to score at home in the league
and it was more points
dropped at home but the only
consolation they can take is
that Valencia came home
empty-handed from Madrid.

Earlier Villarreal bounced
back from heavy defeats to Real
Madrid and Wolfsburgwith a 1-

0 home victory over Deportivo
La Coruna on Sunday to move
six points off the European

places.
Villarreal had been
thrashed 6-2 by Real in the

league and then 4-1 by German
champions Wolfsburg in the
Europa League so needed a
shotin the arm and gotitwith a
clean sheet and three points
thanks to Joseba Llorente's
35th minute goal.

A quickly-taken free-kick
caught Depor off-guard as Ariel
Ibagaza released Nilmar whose

shot across goal was finished
off by Llorente as Villarreal

climbed to eighth.

Depor fall to sixth following
their eighth defeat of the cam-
paign with Real Mallorca
climbing above them into fifth
thanks to a late 2-1 comeback
win atValladolid.

An 83rd minute winner
from Julio Alvarez clinched
only Mallorca's second away
win of the season to keep up
their European push.

At the other end of the table
bottom side Xerez drew 1-1
with Espanyol although the
point does little for their sur-
vival hopes with the club 12
points from safety.

Zidane prefers
death to

apology

AFP, Madrid

France legend Zinedine
Zidane says he would "rather
die" than apologise to Marco
Materazzi for his infamous
headbut of the Italian
defender in the 2006 World
Cup final.

"I will ask forgiveness from
football, from supporters,
from the team..," he told
Spain's El Pais newspaper
published Monday.

"After the match, I entered
the dressing room and I told
them 'I'm sorry. It won't
change anything, but I'm
asking for your forgiveness.'

"But as for him (Materazzi)
I cannot. Never, never.. It
would be dishonourable... I
would rather die."

After a verbal altercation,
Zidane was sent off for
headbutting Materazzi during
the World Cup final in Berlin,
which France eventually lost

Italy pick
uncapped
trio

AFP, Rome

Italy coach Marcello Lippi
picked three new players for
his squad to face Cameroon in
a friendly in Monaco on
Wednesday.

Palermo goalkeeper Salvatore
Sirigu, Bari defender
Leonardo Bonucci and
Cagliari midfielder Andrea
Cossu are the new faces.
SQUAD

Goalkeepers: Morgan De
Sanctis (Napoli), Federico
Marchetti (Cagliari), Salvatore
Sirigu (Palermo)

Defenders: Daniele Bonera
(AC Milan), Leonardo Bonucci
(Bari), Fabio Cannavaro,
Giorgio Chiellini and Nicola
Legrottaglie (Juventus),
Mattia Cassani (Palermo),
Domenico Criscito (Genoa),
Christian Maggio (Napoli)
Midfielders: Andrea Cossu
(Cagliari), Daniele De Rossi
(AS Roma), Andrea Pirlo and
Gennaro Gattuso (AC Milan),
Claudio Marchisio (Juventus),
Riccardo Montolivo
(Fiorentina), Angelo Palombo
(Sampdoria), Simone Pepe
(Udinese)

Forwards: Antonio Di Natale
(Udinese), Fabio Quagliarella
(Napoli), Giampaolo Pazzini
(Sampdoria), Marco Borriello
(AC Milan)

Dunga sticks to his guns

Marseille keep on track

AFP, Paris

another man who would have

of awater-logged pitch.

Torres scores
on return

AFP, Liverpool

Marseille
kept alive
their hopes of
winning the
French title
on Sunday
with amn
impressive 3-
0 victory over
bitter but ailing rivals Paris
Saint Germain which saw
visiting fans boycott it because
of what they saw as over the
top security measures.

Goals by Hatem Ben Arfa,
record-signing Lucho
Gonzalez and Benoit Cheyrou
handed Marseille an easy win
which sees them in fourth
place in the league, three
points adrift of leaders
Bordeaux, though they have
played a game more than the
champions.

Aside from Marseille
coach Didier Deschamps,
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been delighted would have
been France handler
Raymond Domenech as he
included both Ben Arfa and
Cheyrou in his squad for the
friendly against Spain on
Wednesday.

Montpellier are on the same
number of points, after beating
Rennes 3-1 on Saturday, as
Bordeaux but trail on goal
difference and have played two
more matches as the leaders
game with relegation-
threatened Le Mans was called
off due to severe weather con-
ditions.

Earlier Lille had missed a
chance to keep the pressure on
Bordeaux and Montpellier
when they slipped to a 2-1
home defeat by Auxerre.

The Lille management
probably would have preferred

that the referee had had his way
and called the match off at its
original kick-off time because

However, it was judged to
be fit for play at the delayed
kick-off time and the hosts
bore the look of a team that
was still weary from its
impressive 1-1 away draw with
Turkish giants Fenerbahce on
Thursday which saw them
progress to the last 16 of the
Europa League.

Auxerre's Roy Contout was
the standout of the match as
the 25-year-old French
Guyana-born striker grabbed a
double to give the visitors the
three points and move them
into sixth in the table, six points
off Bordeaux, though having
played agame more.

Lille's highly-rated teenage
Belgian international
midfielder Eden Hazard had
pulled them level but the hosts
were unable to repeat the trick
once Contout had restored
Auxerre's lead in the 72nd
minute.

Fernando Torres marked his
first English Premier League
start of 2010 by hitting the
winner as Liverpool tri-
umphed 2-1 in a bruising
encounter with Blackburn at
Anfield on Sunday.

Torres has endured an
injury-interrupted season but
the Spain striker made a tell-
ing contribution as Rafa
Benitez's side maintained
their push to qualify for next
season's Champions League.

Keith Andrews scored a
shock equaliser for Rovers
from the penalty spot to can-
cel out Steven Gerrard's 10th
goal of the season before
Torres struck in the 44th min-
ute - his 13th Premier League
goal of the season - to leave
Liverpoolfifth in the table, one
point behind fourth-placed
Tottenham.

ﬂﬁ Football

AFP, London

Brazil coach Dunga hopes Tuesday's
friendly against the Republic of Ireland in
London will underline his conviction that
his side can be successful at the World
Cup without Ronaldinho.

Dunga has gradually nudged
Ronaldinho into international exile since
taking charge of the Selecao in 2006 after
opting to construct a team in his own no-
nonsense image.

Instead of indulging the whims of
supremely gifted but undisciplined stars
like Ronaldinho, Dunga has put his faith
in the more prosaic midfield talents of
Felipe Melo, Gilberto Silva and Elano.

His decision has frustrated fans and
pundits used to Brazil's more flamboyant

incarnations, especially since
Ronaldinho, 29, has finally recaptured
some ofhis old verve in recent months.

An influential display in AC Milan's
Champions League defeat against
Manchester United showed he can still
torment the world's best defenders.

But Dunga has shown no signs of
changing his philosophy and delivered
one final snub to Ronaldinho when he left
the playmaker out of the squad for this
week's clash with Ireland at Arsenal's
Emirates Stadium.

"I guess it's normal (for Ronaldinho's
exit to cause controversy) because the
players who are absent are always the best
and everyone wants to talk about who is
not part of the national team,” Dunga
said.

"None of this is new on the eve of a
World Cup. The questions and answers

continue to be the same. The pressure on

the coach of the Selecao is always very
strong.

"Every region and newspaper would
like to impose their own players, but I will
go forward in my own way."

While Ronaldinho remained in exile
for much of Brazil's successful campaign
to reach the finals in South Africa, Dunga
knows World Cups are not won on perspi-
ration alone.

The man who captained Brazil to
victory at the 1994 World Cup is funda-
mentally a pragmatist, but he will allow
the likes of Real Madrid attacker Kaka and
Robinho, the Manchester City forward on
loan at Santos, to add some glitter to his
team in Brazil's last match before the
World Cup.

Another bumper crowd of close to
60,000 is expected in north London to see
if Dunga's controversial snub of

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

Inter scrape past Udinese

AFP, Rome
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Inter Milan survived a
late scare and depleted
resources to win 3-2 at
Udinese and maintain
their four-point lead at
the top of Serie A on
Sunday.

AC Milan beat Atalanta 3-1 at home
thanks to a brace from Brazilian Pato to
remain second but third-placed AS Roma
dropped two pointsin a 2-2 draw at Napoli,
despitehavingled 2-0.

Inter travelled to the north east with
coach Jose Mourinho and four players
suspended, forcing the Portuguese to play
two midfielders in defence.

If ever Inter were going to be stopped
this season, this match appeared to be
their most likely banana skin, but Inter
proved their resilience.

Just 72 seconds in it seemed as if Inter
were going to pay for their troubles as
Udinese crafted an excellent goal with
Serie A top scorer Antonio Di Natale's
clever little pass putting in Simone Pepe
behind the make-shift defence to shoot
past goalkeeper Julio Cesar - although it
was regular right-back Maicon who was at
faultin failing to track Pepe's run.

If anyone thought Inter would be rock-
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ing, they would be sadly disappointed as
on six minutes the champions were level
when Mario Balotelli took a pass from
Maicon and hit the bouncing ball from 22
yards as he slipped only to catch it sweetly,
leaving Samir Handanovic unsighted in
the Udinese goal.

Inter's second was simply stunning as
Maicon fed Diego Milito wide on the right
and he played it inside to Goran Pandev
who flicked the ball over the defence for
Maicon to continue his charge into the
area and lash home a fierce volley from
eight yards into the top corner, giving
Handanovic no chance.

On the stroke of half-time Inter left no
doubt as to their dominance as Wesley
Sneijder played the ball out to Balotelli on
the left and his brilliant in-swinging cross
found Milito running across the defence to
glance home a header from seven yards.

Udinese pulled a goal back on 52 min-
utes through Di Natale from the spot but
although they pushed hard they couldn't
find the equaliser.

They came closest with the last kick of
the game but Swiss international Gokhan
Inler's deflected effort hit Julio Cesar's bar.

Milan had a largely comfortable after-
noon thanks to Pato's two first half strikes.

On the half hour Ronaldinho's back
heel freed captain Massimo Ambrosini

down the left and he crossed for Pato
whose volley bounced over goalkeeper
Andrea Consigli's mis-timed dive.

Ronaldinho turned provider again as
his delectable inswinging cross found Pato
on the edge of the six yard box and as the
young forward took the ball around
Consigli, Thomas Manfredini slid in to
tackle him only to clear the ball off the
Brazilian's knee andin.

Atalanta pulled a goal back from Valdes
early in the second period but then Marco
Borriello clinched the victory when he
followed in Ronaldinho's saved penalty.

Roma went 2-0 up in Naples through a
Julio Baptista penalty and a crisp Mirko
Vucinic strike.

But their hosts hit back through a
German Denis volley and then a Marek
Hamsik penalty, awarded for a very dubi-
ous handball against Philippe Mexes,
leaving Roma seven points behind Inter.

Palermo leapfrogged Juventus to go
fourth after winning 2-0 away at their rivals
thanks to goals from Fabrizio Miccoli and
Igor Budan.

Miccoli curled home a sumptuous
effort on the hour mark before making way
for Budan, whose first touch was to
pounce on a woeful Zdenek Grygera back
pass, round goalkeeper Alex Manninger
and slot home nine minutes from time.

PHOTO: AFP
Milan striker Alexandre Pato (R) fights for the ball with Atalanta defender Thomas Manfredini (L) during their Serie A encounter at San
Siro on Sunday.



