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Solar power brings
light to Noakhali
char people

Bss, Noakhali Monayem Khan of Hatiya upazila said:

"I have taken a 50-watt connection on a
two-year instalment."

"I use 20 watts for running three bulbs
in my house, while the rest are given to two
neighbouring houses on a monthly pay-
ment basis as those houses can't afford
solar power connections.”

The beneficiaries were cut off informa-
tion and communication network before
they took solar power connections. But
now they can remain updated with latest
information of home and abroad as they
can watch TV programmes including
news.

Jumshed Ahamed of Hazipur village
under Subarnachar upazila said: "My
seven-member family and neighbours
can now enjoy TV programmes at home
regularly. Now we are more aware of the
current affairs.”

The green technology has also brought
smile to students as they can now study at
night using the light of solar power.

The residential manger of Grameen
Shakti said they have nine categories of
connections and the char people can get
those on two or three years of instalments.
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Newly installed solar power systems have
changed lifestyle of the char people in
three off-grid upazilas of Noakhali district.

Grameen Shakti, a project of Grameen
Bank, has so far provided a total of 3,800
solar power connections to the people on
instalment basis. Around 4,200 house-
holds and shops are getting benefit from
the lines by taking parallel connections.

Locals are happy as they can now run
fans, television, bulbs and other electron-
ics at theirhouses and shops.

Arju Mia, a grocery shop owner at
Daserhat Bazar in Companiganj upazila,
said: "I have taken an 80-watt solar power
connection from Grammen Shakti at Tk
38,400 on a three-year instalment."

"Of the total, I use 30 watts in my shop
while the rest 50 watts are distributed
among four other shops on a monthly
basis. With the 30 watts, I run two bulbs,
a small fan and cassette player,” he
added.

There are many others like Arju Mia
who have bought such connections and
shared it with others in the district.

BANK ASIA
Erfanuddin Ahmed, president and managing director of Bank Asia, and Sukamal Sinha
Choudhury, general manager of Bangladesh Bank, exchange documents after signing a par-
ticipation deal in Dhaka recently. Bank Asia will receive refinance facilities from the central
bank for onward lending to its SME sector customers.

gwwemﬁaﬁwwm

A&I2F-5 00

AN fqesfe

7<% FAHrea SAeifea T ST TECOTE (4, WA ob/o/s032 SIfFY GITER @ 3d-00 THEW
Il etere e ey fafamriea, wdtm sreeme fRfmems 33 A9REa-20d0 (93 afeditag o7
ANEE) WS 2204 | TS FWAGa Spian fuea e smRe s ¢ wem qgafen
WY TS TreTLArE “rent e |

TS ANCE DI eEfores w6 Ffgaene caae a1 239 |

e T2- vlaaf/sla oiffds 23/0%/2050%8

T IERERES wifgd @ a9 L el
51 {18+ fawad o9fe/s0%e (F4AM) HFE do-oc WO ZICS YA d2-00
08/9/>0% (FTIEIM) T
ob/o/30%8 (M) g
V73 2-00 9% 230 AFH 8-00 W
= | [EEIEEIG oq/o/3032 (A1) ToAfgfod a3 794 do-oo qHE
AEANE (@ $d-00 ToHI

T Ao Saad @G At 7T AfHR AFE LGy FEET AR TR T

&ae |
ST cie e wiv
@fegE
L
W) A6a, Brfae s
fefe-bres TGS, 205082

@@ ESSENTIAL DRUGS COMPANY LIMITED

395-397, Tejgaon Industrial Area
Dhaka-1208

(INTERNATIONAL RE-TENDER NOTICE )

EDCL invites International Re-Tender for supply & Installation of
Pharmaceutical Machine for EDCL, Dhaka Factory on urgent basis :-

S.L
No.

Tender No. Date Last date of

Closing & opening

Cost of Tender
Schedule

Name of the Ttem

Supply & Installation
of Following
Machine For Dhaka Plant:

01. Tablet Coating m/c
with Vat & Stirrer
(Flame-proof
motor)- 01 unit.

Tk. 1500.00/set
Equivalent to

US$ 22.00
Non-refundable

Closing :
15/03/2010
At 11.00 AM

Opening :
15/03/2010
At11.15AM

01.]| IMP/Machine/SEM/
27/2009-2010
dated 23/02/2010

Tender schedule will be sold from the Accounts Department of Essential
Drugs Company Limited, Dhaka on payment as stated above during office
hours on all working days (except Friday, Saturday and Govt. Holidays). No
tender schedule will be sold on the opening date of the tender.

EDCL authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders
without assigning any reason whatsoever.

N.B: This Information is also available at our Website : www.edcl.gov.bd
(Tender Notice / Service)

(Md. Feroze-ul-Alam)
Director Operation & Incharge
Planning & Procurement Deptt,

For : Managing Director.
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pan Pacific Sonargact

Abdul Matiub Ahmed (centre), president of India-Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and Industry (IBCCI), speaks at a press conference in Dhaka yesterday to
announce the launch of a three-day Indian trade fair that starts in the capital today. Dewan Sultan Ahmed, vice president, Shyamal Ghosh, secretary general of
IBCCI, Kazi Wahidul Alam, managing director of Triune Group, Nakib Ahmed, adviser to Indian Chamber of Commerce, and Sanjay Prakash, chief executive
officer of HSBC, are also seen. (Story on B1)

G20's future
In question

AFP, Washington

Five months after the G20
took over as the world's
official economic forum,
experts are asking whether it
can confront new and more
pressing challenges grap-
pling nations emerging from
financial crisis.

Leaders of the Group of
20 industrialized and
emerging economies have
worked to address the worst
financial crisis in decades
but with the meltdown eas-
ing, they face challenges
such as establishing a new
global financial system, debt
turmoil and the gradual shift
in the world's economic
balance of power.

"The G20 has achieved a
tremendous amount in a
short time but the big ques-
tion is are they are going to
be able to move forward
from crisis mode," asked Uri
Dadush, a former director of
the World Bank's global
economy group.

A problem of immediate
concern to the G20 is the
sovereign debt crisis, stem-
ming from Greece's battles
to stop its public finances
from drowning in debt that
were preceded by similar
problems in Iceland and
Dubai.

"This problem is not
confined to these econo-
mies but involves big play-
ers,” Dadush, now head of
the international economics
program of the Carnegie
Endowment for
International Peace, said ata
Washington forum.

Greece's debt woes high-
light the problem in several
bigger nations in Europe,
while the United States and
Japan also face sovereign
debt level concerns, said
analysts at the forum, "What
will the G20 look like in
20507"

The G20 summit was
convened for the first time in
Washington in 2008 after a
US home mortgage melt-
down sent a financial tsu-
nami across the globe.

A year later, in a dramatic
shift, G20 members decided
to turn their group into the
premier economic forum,

replacing the Group of Eight
(G8) comprising Britain,
Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, Japan, Russia, and the
United States.

Aside from the G7 nations
plus Russia, the G20 coun-
tries consist of Argentina,
Australia, Brazil, China,
India, Indonesia, South
Korea, Mexico, Saudi Arabia,
South Africa, Turkey and the
European Union.

They represent about 90
percent of the world's gross
national product, 80 percent
of world trade and two-
thirds of the global popula-
tion.

G20 leaders also tasked
the Financial Stability Board
and the Basel Committee on
banking supervision in April
last year with developing
banking reforms to preventa
collapse of the sector in the
eventofanew crisis.

Regulators, who want to
implement these measures
by 2012, notably want to
strengthen rules concerning
capital and private equity
funds, limit debt and allow
for major banks to be dis-
mantled if they face bank-
ruptcy.

But G20 countries such as
China do not even have an
open capital account yet
even though it is a key player
in global capital markets
because of its enormous
foreign exchange reserves,
the world's largest.

"The key issue facing the
Financial Stability Board is
how to integrate financial
systems in countries with
open capital accounts and
floating exchange rates but
China is still a bit on the
fringe,"” said Pieter Bottelier,
a professor of China studies
at Johns Hopkins
University.

Yet, he said, China was
"open minded" and "con-
structive in their thinking of
anew financial order."

On mainly China's urging
for a stronger voice for
emerging powers in the
International Monetary
Fund, the G20 pledged to
shift at least five percent of
voting rights in the Fund to
developing countries,
Bottelier said.

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
UNIVERSITY OF DHAKA

ADMISSION ANNOUNCEMENT

eligible to apply.

GD-619

Master of Development Studies (MDS) 2010-2011

Department of Development Studies, University of Dhaka invites
application from candidates in prescribed form for admission into two-
year Master of Development Studies (MDS) Programme for 2010-
2011 session. The programme features are as follows:

Total 64 credit hours with 12 modular units

An internship programme with dissertation

English as medium of instruction

Class hours: 6:30 PM to 9:30 PM.
Admission is open to individuals who have at least a Bachelor with
Honors Degree (3/4 Years) from any recognized university or a four-
year BE/MBBS/BDS degree from Engineering Universities/Colleges/
Medical Colleges. A Master's Degree is compulsory for B.A. (Pass)
applicants. A candidate already having one master's degree is also
eligible to apply. Candidates with any Third Division/Class are not

Admission materials should be collected from the Office of the
Department of Development Studies from 6 February 2010 to 20 March
2010 on every working day by paying Taka 800 (Eight hundred) only.
Filled-in application form along with necessary documents must be
submitted to the office of the department on working days between 6
February 2010 and 27 March 2010. Written test for admission will be held
on 09 April 2010, Friday at 10.00 am.

Contact address: Chairperson, Department of Development Studies
Room No. 5010, 4" Floor, Arts Building, University of Dhaka.

Tel: 9661800-73/ Ext 6791. web site; http://www.devstud-udhaka.ac.bd

IMF stresses deficit reduction
In crisis exit strategies

AFP, Washington

The International Monetary
Fund urged governments
Tuesday to cut their budget
deficits as they pull back
from stimulus efforts to help
sustain a long-term eco-
nomic recovery.

"Exiting from crisis-
related intervention policies
should be viewed in the
context of achieving strong,
sustained and balanced
growth," the IMF said in a
report, "Exiting from Crisis
Intervention Policies.”

The IMF advanced a
scenario in which the devel-
oped countries would trans-
form an average public
deficit of 4.3 percent of gross
domestic product this year
to a public surplus of 3.7
percent of GDPin 2020.

The 186-nation institu-
tion said the goal was cru-
cial for sustained global
growth.

"Financial restructuring
and balance sheet repair --
including bank recapitaliza-
tion -- remain priorities to
underpin a resumption of

strong economic growth,"
the report said.

"At the same time, in light
of the large increases in
government debts, coun-
tries should draw up plans
for a major improvement in
fiscal balances.”

The Washington-based
institution warned that if
high debt levels persistin the
largest economies at the
same time, the interest bill to
service the debt would grow,
negativelyimpacting private
investment and global eco-
nomic growth.
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RANKS TELECOM
AK Samsuddin, chief communications officer of RanksTel, and Waqar Alam Khan, chairman of

Multi Securities and Services Ltd (MSSL), pose after signing a deal in Dhaka recently. MSSL
will use RanksTel corporate package for its telecommunication requirements.
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