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Recitation

Programme
Organiser: Sangbita
Abriti Charcha O Bikash
Kendra

Venue: National
Theatre Hall, Shilpakala
Academy

Date: February 25
Time: 6:30pm

Telefilm: Zer

Tarafdar

Time: 3pm

Telefilm Premiere

Director: Shaheen

Venue: VIP Auditorium,
Reporters' Unity,
Segunbagicha

Date: February 26

Solo Painting

Exhibition

Artist: Rokeya Sultana
Title: The Mystique
Empire
Venue: H-275/F, R-27,
Dhanmondi

Date: February 19-
March 2

Time: 12pm-8pm

Portrait of a young theatre activist

In conversation with Ratan Dev

Ratan Dev

JamMiL MAHMUD
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Ratan Dev is one of the active
members and leading per-
formers of Udichi's theatre
wing. He has been involved
with the cultural troupe since
1999. Primarily he was more
interested in music, and he
initially joined Udichi's musi-
cal wing. Gradually his inter-
est in theatre grew and at
present he is an integral part
of the theatre troupe. So far,
the young actor has per-
formed in several acclaimed
Udichi productions, includ-
ing "Chilekothar Sepai”, "Bou
Basanti” and "Half Akhrai”.
Recently in a conversation

[ s News Bulletin |

with The Daily Star, Dev
talked about his early days,
his growing interested in the
arts and carving a niche for
himselfin the theatre circuit.

Devwas born and raised in
Sylhet. His involvement with
the arts started from an early
age.

According to the actor, "It
was late 1980s when [ first
heard of Udichi. I was prepar-
ing for my HSC exams at that
time. My first impression of
Udichi was that it was a musi-
cal organisation and [ was
very keen on that. I regularly
followed their practice ses-
sions. Sometimes [ got
chances to sing with the
group. That's how I gradually

PHOTO: AMIRUL RAJIV

became a member of the
group.”

Devcame to Dhaka in 1999
and joined Udichi's Central
Musical Department. He
completed his Masters from
Chittagong University. In
Chittagong, he was actively
involved with the cultural
organisation Oikatan.

About his move from
music to theatre, Dev said,
"Perhaps the love for perfor-
mance was within me, which I
never fully realised until I
joined Udichi."

A workshop featuring
young directors in 1996 also
motivated Dev's transforma-
tion. "The workshop in Dhaka
featured up and coming

theatre directors, which
impressed mealot,"” said Dev.

Udichi's much-admired
production "Chilekothar
Sepai" -- based on
Akhtaruzzaman Ilyas’ novel --
was Dev's first play.

In "Half Akhrai®, Dev
played the protagonist

Ramnidhi Gupta. Dev
recalled the rehearsals and

said that he had to work hard
to prepare himself to play the
historic character. "l had to
study a lot for that character. [
observed his (Gupta's)
images over and over to get
myselfinto the role,” he said.

Highlighting the historic
conflict between Ramnidhi
Gupta -- the originator of
Bengali 'tappa’ songs -- and
his once-favourite disciple
Mohan Chand, the play was
written by Ratan Siddiqui
and directed by Azad Abul
Kalam.

Dev confessed that he had
to face some obstacles to find
a foothold in theatre but with
ardent enthusiasm he gradu-
ally overcame the difficulties.

As a young theatre activist,
Dev has noticed that thereisa
dearth of quality teachers. To
groom powerful actors, profi-
cient teachers are a must, he
said.

Dev is determined that
theatre is the place where he
wants to belong.
Concurrently he wants to
hone his musical skills, as he
feels both acting and music
are equally important for
theatre.
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Bangladesh

Solo Photography

Photographer: Andera

Title: Urban Changes
Venue: Goethe Institut

Date: February 8-25
Time: 10am-7pm

“Avatar” director emphasises
environmental message

“Iwas asked to sort of tone it down,” the
director James Cameron said on
Monday evening.

He was referring to the blatant call to
environmental activism that is just
beneath the adventure-story surface of
his science-fiction epic “"Avatar.” The
revelation came during a fund-raiser for
the Natural Resources Defence Council --
held on the lot of 20th Century Fox, whose
executives, he said, were nervous about
the preachy element in his blockbuster.

“I said, 'I don't want to do that,"”
Cameron said, recalling his response to
the executives' request. The subject
came up during a question-and-answer
session with the film critic Elvis Mitchell,
after a screening of clips from the film.

To some extent, this may have been a

bit of Oscar campaigning.
The ballots are still out, and with “The

Hurt Locker” racking up awards from
various guilds and professional organi-
sations (the British Academy of Film and
Television Arts honoured it over the
weekend), Cameron was promoting
“Awvatar” as a movie with amessage.

Speaking to several hundred
Hollywood types and others at the fund-
raiser, the silver-haired director said he had
deliberately designed "Avatar” to move the
masses with a kind of emotional appeal
that documentaries like "An Inconvenient
Truth” and his own undersea adventures
could never deliver. “ITwanted to have these
messages of opening our eyes and chang-
ing our perceptions,” hesaid.

Cameron cited climate change as a
major concern. "All the climate scientists
in the world have pretty much locked
arms on this thing,” he said.

For his own part, Cameron said he

PO

“‘Avatar’ asks us all to be warriors for the earth,” James GCameron says.

was proudly anti-corporate, though not
anti-American. “It's the nature of busi-
ness, it's the nature of all the economies
of the last thousand years,” he said, to
“Just take” what they want.

“'Avatar’ asks us all to be warriors for
the earth,” he continued.

Still, he acknowledged, not everyone
had bought the movie's message in its
entirety. “Right-wingers,” he said, had
criticised the film, often without seeing it.

Then there was an Ecuadorian tribal
leader who, having watched the movie,
took issue with its seeming insistence on
armed resistance, rather than mere
dialogue, in defence of the environment.

“This movie needed a better message,”
Cameron recalled being told by the elder.

“Wow!"” headded. “I've beenschooled.”
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