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SECRET JAMAAT-SHIBIR MEETING

RU teacher among
10 held in Natore

A CORRESPONDENT, Natore

Police arrested 10 Jamaat-Shibir activists,
including a teacher of Rajshahi University,
while they were holding a secret meeting at Far
East Islami Life Insurance office at Shahara
Plaza in Natore town yesterday.

Officials of the Far East Islami Life Insurance
Company claimed that police arrested the
persons when they were attending a monthly
meeting of the financial institution in the after-
noon.

Receiving information that Jamaat and
Shibir men are holding a secret meeting at Far
East Islami Life Insurance Company's office in
the town, Chhatra League and Jubo League
activists rushed to Sahara Plaza at around
4:15pm.

Witnesses said, the BCL and Jubo League
men cordoned off the office, beat up the people
who were holding a meeting inside and
informed the police.

Police reached the spot, arrested the Jamaat
and Shibir activists and took them to Natore
Sadar Police Station.

Officer-in-Charge (OC) Mamunur Rashid of
Natore Sadar Police Station said police arrested

the Jamaat- Shibir men as they were holding a
secret meeting at the office.

Two persons were injured from a fall as
they tried to escape arrest. They are Abul
Hashem, son of Abul Kashem of Saturia
village and Abdul Alim, son of Belal Hossain
of Roy Halsa village in Natore Sadar upazila.
Police arrested the two.

Other arrestees are Badiuzzaman, son of
Abu Taleb of Bashbhag village, Syed Ali, son of
Hazrat Ali of Bagrom village and Shahjalal, a
teacher of Beel Haloti College in Natore Sadar
upazila, Zakir Hossain, son of Abdur Rahman of
Purna Kalya village under Boraigram upazila,
Abdullah Al Mamun, a teacher of RU Islamic
studies department, Ansar Ali, son of Motaleb
Ali and Sadrul Billah, son of late Abdul Hye of
Singra upazila, and Kamrul Islam, son of Altaf
Molla of Kazir Chawk village under Bagatipara
upazila.

Contacted, Far East Islami Life Insurance
Company official Masudul Haque alleged that
Chhatra League and Jubo League workers beat
up the bank officials who were at the monthly
coordination meeting at the office. Later, police
came, arrested the officials and took them to
Natore Police Station, he added.

4 more 'rajakars'
sued in Bagerhat
for killing 2 FFs

5 more bombs
recovered
in Satkhira

UNB, satkhira

Police recovered five more
bombs from a shrimp encloser
at Dhepukhali in Devhata

UNB, Bagerhat

A case was filed Saturday
here against four alleged
rajakars (collaborators) for
killing two freedom fighters
during the Liberation War in
1971.

Morelganj thana
recorded the case as per the
court order as Shah Jamal
Khan of Kharaikhali village
filed the case with the court
of Senior Judicial Magistrate
on February 3.

The accused are Nuru
jamadder, 64, Aziz Sheikh,
65, Mantu Sheikh, 62, and
Abdul Mazid, 63, of the

village.

Police said, the plaintiff
alleged that the accused
Rajakars attacked on their
house on November 24, 1971
and picked up his grandfa-
ther Rahman Ali and father
Serost Ali Khan.

Later, they tied them up
with the two trees beside
their house and shot them
dead.

With this, 39 cases have so
far been filed against 511
alleged rajakars here for
killing freedom fighters and
carrying out looting and
arson attack during the
Liberation War.

upazila yesterday morning.

With this, 10 bombs were
recovered from the same place
in two days. The bombs were
in the shrimp encloser occu-
pied by one Akram Dakat.

A group of land grabbers
led by one Akram Dakat had
occupied the shrimp enclo-
sure owned by Kinkar and
Ramesh of Devisahar village in
the same upazila on
November 15 last year.

Recently the shrimp
encloser was freed from the
land grabbers with the help of
police and Rab. Earlier Police
recovered five live bombs on
Sunday evening.
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This 150-year-old kath badam tree fell to the ground in front of Nilphamari deputy commissioner's office in a mild storm six months ago as main root of the giant tree had

already rotten.

Age-old giant trees cause concern

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Four people were killed and several
others injured in last three years as
dried up, rotten or worm-eaten giant
branches of over century old trees in
Nilphamari municipality fell on them.

Betel leaf and nut trader Alam of
Masterpara area of the municipally,
was killed as a large worm-eaten
branch of a banyan tree fell on him on
the Shib Mondir premises on the day of
Bijoya Nabomi during Durga Puja in
October last year.

Three other people were killed and
more than 20 were injured as dried up
or worm-infested big branches of trees
fell on them in last three years. The
accidents occurred near old munici-
pality building, Bata intersection, the
road in front of the district collectorate
building and near Shib Mandir.

Six months ago, a 150-feet tall giant
kath badam (nut) tree near the
collectorate building was uprootedina
mild storm and fell on the building,
causing much damage to it. It was
found that the century old tree had no
main root as it was rotten long ago and
the tree was standing only with the
help of its hair like fine fibrous roots.

When the sub divisional town of
Nilphamari was set up during the
British rule in 1870, officials planted
hundreds of trees of various species
including rain trees, banyan ftrees,
pakur tree, kath badam trees, flame
trees, teak trees on both sides of the
main road. As the trees grew up, they
spread branches, adding to the beauty
of the sub-divisional town and provid-
ing shades to the people.

Decades later, many of those trees
were cut down for expanding roads or

construction of buildings while some
others died naturally.

But about 40 of the large trees are
still standing, making them visible
from several miles away Stems and
branches of many of those old trees
have become hollow or rotten as those
are eaten by worms and rainwater
depositintheirniches.

Pedestrians passing under those
trees often walk fast to avoid danger.

General secretary of New Market
Employees League Md Bablu said on
behalf of the businessmen and
employees of the market a petition was
handed over to the municipality chair-
man to cut down the old tree near the
market or at least remove its risky
branches.

The chairman realised the matter but
some people obstructed cutting down
thetree orits branches, Bablu said.

"Major accidents may occur any
time if those risky trees are not cut
down immediately. But some people
cause difficulty in this matter, saying
that those trees are the heritage of the
locality and essential to keep the area
green,” said Sreedam Das, an elderly
political leader and social worker in the
municipality.

Admitting casualties due to fall of
dried up orworm eaten branches of big
trees, Nilphamari municipality
Chairman Dewan Kamal Ahmed said,
"The risky trees should be identified
and felled immediately for safety of the
townspeople. But my office has very
little to do in this regard as zila
parishad (district council) owns all the
trees in the municipality area. Quick
steps should be taken to mark and cut
down the risky trees with the help of
forest department.”
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