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Artists: Tajuddin Recitor: Dalia Ahmed Artist: Rokeya Sultana .

Ahmed ancJI Kamal Kabir Venue: Main Title: The Mystique :E:;?gﬂmph“' felliod
Venue: Tivoli Art Auditorium, National Empire :

Gallery, F-33, Second Lk Grafknt Venue: H-275/F, R-27, Title: Urban Chiaciges
Circle, DCC Market, ok g Dhanmondi Venue: Goethe Institut
Gulshan Dety. Fooraiy 2 Date: February 19- Bangladesh

Date: February 8-22 Time: 7pm March 2 Date: February 8-25
Time: 10am-8pm Time: 12pm-8pm Time: 10am-7pm

Pabna Ekushey Book fair

“Ekushey Is the spirit that inspires to fight
against injustice”

A CORRESPONDENT
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It's the eve of Ekushey. A little before midnight a large crowd
gathers in front of Shaheed Minar, forming serpentine queues to
place wreaths and flowers on the monument. On their lips is the

--- Sultana Kamal

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR
Toru, Pabna
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Renowned human rights
activist Advocate Sultana
Kamal emphasised the need
to develop reading habits.
"Reading books," she added,
"sharpen the creativity of a
human being." She was
addressing a gathering as
chief guest at the Pabna
Ekushey Book Fair recently.

In her words, "Ekushey
embodies a spirit. This is the
spirit to fight against anar-
chy. On February 21, 1952,
the supreme sacrifices of the
brave sons of the nation
inspired all to take a stand
against injustice. We gained
our independence through
the Liberation War, but the
values were initiated by
Ekushey."

Vice president of Ekushey
Book Fair Celebration
Committee Mohammad
Saidul Haque chaired the
discussion while education-
ist Mirza Shahidul Islam,
Professor Monwar Hossain
Jahedi, Mohammad Abdul
Aziz, and Ali Murtuza
Bishwas spoke on the occa-
sion.

Later artistes presented
music and dance perfor-
mances, as well as poetry
recitation. The artistes of
Basic Art Academy, Baul

Dancers participate in the cultural event.

MA Gafur Sangeet
Academy, AFA Institute,
Pabna Drama Circle and
several other organisations

participated in the cultural
events.

The three-week Ekushey
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Book Fair was inaugurated
by Speaker of the
Parliament Advocate Abdul
Hamid on February 6. As in
previous years, the Ekushey
Book Fair turned into a
mass gathering.

famous song "Amar Bhai-er Roktey Rangano Ekushey February”.
And before you know it the clock strikes 12:00, heralding in
Ekushey (21) February.

The nation observed "Amar Ekushey" with much enthusiasm
and fanfare yesterday. Special programmes were held across the
city to observe the day -- one of the most significant events in the
historyof Bangladesh.

Among the cultural organisations, Padatik Natya Shangshad,
Bangladesh held a daylong event -- 'Ekushey Padatik Dadash
Shangskritik Shommelon and Bhasha Shainik Shangbardhona’,
at Ramna Batomul to mark the day. The organisation has been
holding such special programmes on this day since 1998. The
programme included a felicitation of Language Movement vet-
eran and writer Tofazzal Hossain.

"The sacrifices of Salam, Barkat, Rafig and others have
enabled us to utter the word '"Ma' today -- one of the first words a
human being learns to say. We will always be grateful to the mar-
tyrs and activists as they helped establish Bangla as our national
language this very day, 58 years ago,” said Mehedi Pervez, an
audience at Padatik's programme.

Nargis Chowdhury, convenor of the event, presented Tofazzal
Hossain with a crest. Selim Shamsul Huda Chowdhury, chief
executive, Padatik Natya Shangshad, Bangladesh; Hassan Arif,
general secretary, Shammilito Shangskritik Jote; Laila Afroz and
Syed Mahbubur Rahman, DMD, Brac Bank were present at the
felicitation ceremony. Laila Afroz recited "Bangla Bhasha", and
Nargis Chowdhury rendered the song “Rakto Shopothey Amra
Ajkey”, written by Tofazzal Hossain, in the course of the
programme. The programme was sponsored by Brac Bank and
GMG Airlines.

Apart from the award ceremony, the programme featured
performances by cultural organisations such as Shur-er Dhara,
Bonhi Shikha, Satyen Sen Shilpi Shangstha and Udichi. Leading
singers of the country, Ferdous Ara, Bubul Moholanabish, Fakir
Alamgir, Lili Islam, Sajed Akbar and others performed at the
event.

Group dance performances accompanied with patriotic songs
by Spondon, Nritya Dhara, Khela Ghar and Nritya Katha were
warmly received by the audience.

Kazi Arif, Bhaswar Bandopadhyay, Hassan Arif, Rezina Wali
Lina and others delivered recitations at the programme.

The programme which began at9 am was aired live on Rtvand
DeshTV. Rtvand abc radio were the media partners of the show.

(Top) The programme included a felicitation of Language Movement veteran and

writer Tofazzal Hossain (C). A group dance performance by Spondon was warmly

received by the audience.
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