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T HE true aesthetic of human rights
lies in its enforcement and materi-
alization. There are many imple-
mentation mechanisms of human rights
in national and international level. While
there are lots of criticisms and doubts as
the efficacy of implementation mecha-
nisms, be it national or international,
scholars are unanimous on one point:
creating legal awareness is a sine gua non
in establishing a comprehensive regime
of human rights culture. Legal awareness
is not merely securing of knowledge
about the law, rights and legal system; it is
also about developing skills, self-
confidence and determination of goals.
In this paper an effort has been made to
underscore the significance of legal
awareness to promote, protect and fulfill
human rights. When we speak about
enforcement of human rights it necessar-
ily signifies combination of 'protection,
promotion and fulfillment' of human

rights.

Awareness movement: The type
a.Social campaign: As generally under-
stood, social campaign is any explicit or
implicit persuasion by non-
institutionalized groups seeking public
gain by attempting to change some part of
the system. These are often an effort to
change institutions and practices. They
are usually for the purpose of furthering
and ushering the rights of one or more
groups within a system either through
reform or more radical changes. These
social campaigns are often dedicated to
question the existing social chemistry
and institutional structures. Given the
pejorative democratic situation in
Bangladesh, social movements often fail
to achieve specific visible results, though
accomplishments are not too meager.

b. Human rights education: Effective
protection of human rights provides the
foundation for lasting national develop-
ment and social justice. A knowledgeable
citizenry equipped with human rights
education is the pinpoint to achieve such
anoble goal. The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights identifies teaching and
education as key means for the impor-
tance of the citizens knowing about and
education as key means for the promo-
tion and protection of human rights.
Human Rights education, asserts Mary
Robinson, is a vaccine against intoler-
ance, animosity and conflicts in our
communities and empowers individuals
to stand up for their rights and those of
others. The term "human rights educa-
tion" evokes different images. It refers, on
the one hand, to the human right to an

HUMAN RIGHTS

education and, on the other, to being
educated about human rights issues. To
the extent that the former is partly
encompassed within the broader right to
general education, it is the latter that has
dominated the work of most actors in the
field. It is in this sense that the United
Nations defines HRE as "training, dissem-
ination and information efforts aimed at
the building of a universal culture of
human rights.

c. Empowerment: The cardinal objective
of any awareness program is the empow-
erment of the people - political, economic
and cultural. So that the people them-
selves can fight challenges of human
rights and so that change comes from the
within.

d.Public interest litigation: One of the
impacts of PIL (mostly moved by public
spirited person or groups or NGOs) is that
it creates a huge public attraction and
attracts views from people atlarge. People
in general become aware about recent
developments of human rights through
PIL strategies.

e.Train the law enforcers: To sensitize the
law enforcers by proper information and
knowledge of law and human rights. This
is important to establish an egalitarian
society.

Some area: where 'awareness' is
the key to promotion of human

rights
aPromoting consumerism:
Consumerism refers to a movement by
consumers to ensure fair and honest
(ethical) practices on the part of manu-
facturers, traders, and dealers, and ser-
vice providers in relation to consumers.
The movement may be regarded as an
attempt by individual consumer activists
and consumer associations to create
consumer awareness about the malprac-
tice in the market and finding ways and
means to protect their interests. But while
consumers have rights, they also have
corresponding responsibilities. They must
exercise general caution and maintain
proof of transactions, make proper claims
and ensure proper use of products and
services. A conscious consumer can effec-
tively realize the rights to him granted by
the consumer law. Right to safety, right to
choose, right to information, right to be
heard, right to redress all are associated
with a consumer's entitlement. Denial of
these rights has the bearing consequences
on human rights, both in particular and
general. The recent melamine contamina-
tion in the milk, rid pharma tragedy on
innocent children, medical negligence
casualties and the paracetamol catastro-
phe are some examples amongst many
which testify widespread human rights
violations in our country. Consumer edu-

cation can increase awareness of con-
sumer rights and in the process, help
prevent ongoing abuses. Such education is
necessary to strengthen the consumer
protection regime in Bangladesh and is the
first step towards consumer empower-
ment. A strong consumer movement is
indispensable for the benefit of the society
asawhole.

b.Right to information: Right to informa-
tion has been the kernel of modern demo-
cratic polity. To make the people's power
meaningful it is obvious that there should
be availability of information. People have
the right to see how their power is being
exercised. Right to information law is
compared with sun shine law to effectively
eradicate corruption - the root evil of many
human rights violation. Rightly says,
Louise Brandise, 'Alittle sunlight is the best
disinfectant’. [t might be possible to
reduce corruption by opening up govern-
ment's doors, by shining a bright light
inside and by empowering investiga-
tors/people to examine government
closely to weed out waste, fraud and
abuse.

c.Land rights and poverty: Professor Abul
Barkat has established that land litigation
causes colossal national wastage. He has
firmly advocated that political economy
of land litigation is the root cause of pov-
erty. Landlessness is a culmination of
unscientific corrupt record-survey sys-
tem and mutation procedure. Ignorance
and non-availability of land law has
added drastic deterioration in this impov-
erishment process. This is the area where
'legal awareness has a major role to play.
People should be made aware about the
laws regarding usufractuary morigage,

share cropping and other land related
process. It is anticipated that huge socio-
economic rights violation can be checked
by making the people aware on land
issues. The government should establish
a “Land Bank”. This land bank shall have a
computerized database containing
detailed information about the following:
records of all disputed land including
status by locations; records on khas land
and jalmahal by types, locations, distri-
bution status, disputes and conflicts;
account of all vested land by types, loca-
tion, lease status, and other variables;
data on illegal takeover of indigenous
people’sland by force, fraud and manipu-
lation, as well as subsequent disputes and
conflicts (Barkat:2010). The information
should be suitably classified and orga-
nized, so that it can be retrieved guickly,
in forms suitable for specific purposes
especially for making available to the
people.

d.Family law: Marriage, intervening
marriage (hilla marriage), child marriage,
talag, women's inadequate succession
and access to property, dowry etc are
some family grounds often culminate
into violation of human rights especially
of the women. The problems are largely
social than legal, there by they can only be
addressed by changes of attitudes in the
society. Enactment of legislation is
needed but mere legislation would not be
effective unless it is backed by education
and legal awareness.

e.Access to justice and legal aid: Access to
justice is considered as the most coveted
aspiration and is regarded the vital com-
ponent of human rights protection mech-
anism. When we speak about remedy
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against any violation of human rights we
mean it must be 'accessible, affordable,
timely and effective.' The notion of access
to justice is essentially based on the uni-
versal concept of equality which requires
necessary institutional rearrangements
through which every person has access to
legal system on equal footing. By keeping
mass people ignorant and away from this
knowledge effective regime of human
rights can never be materialized. In
Bangladesh, many economically and
socially disadvantaged people do not
have access to justice (or they do not
know that they have access to justice!) to
vindicate their rights and are often
deprived of basic legal services which
itself constitutes a violation of human
rights. The essence of legal aid, writes
Krishna lyer, consists in investing law
with a human heart to ensure immanence
of social justice in the jural order on the
substantive and processual planes of law.
How many people know that they can
have the legal aid from the public prose-
cutors or is the government really serious
to provide legal aid to the downtrodden?
Whereas, social aspect of access to justice
refers to making individual and groups
aware of their legal rights and thus
enabling them to obtain legal services to
invoke their rights and economic aspect
of it refers to notion of improving the
efficiency of judicial system to reduce the
cost of economic transaction. Role of
'legal awareness' is to be understood
cumulatively from both the social and
economic dimension to grasp the cause
ofhuman rights.

Whoto bell the cat?

a.State: Modern welfare state is under
legal and constitutional obligation to
render services of basic necessity includ-
ing education to the footsteps of the
people.

b.NGOs: The complementary role can be
played by the NGos developing para-
legal services and letting the people know
about their rights. NGOs can forge tools of
legal and extra legal remedies like the PILs
and the ADRs.

c.Civil liberties: The civil liberty move-
ments can contribute to the protection,
promotion and enforcement of human
rights by gathering information about
violation of civil liberties, particularly
regarding the conditions of prisoners and
people in detention, police brutality, and
proscriptions on literature and restric-
tions on the press.

d.Students of law & legal communities:
People from legal area with law students
inclusive can playa pivotal role in dissem-
inating legal knowledge amongst the
mass people.

e.Mass media: Media is the watchdog and

Legal awareness: Catalyst to promote human rights

key moulder of public opinion. It has a
definite role to play and voice against
violation of human rights. It works as a
check on the government system to fash-
ion respect for human rights. Specially,
for establishing group rights media can
beasignificant factor.

'Rebellious lawyering' - urge
oftheday

We need a new type of lawyers and law-
yering - an advocate who is ready to sacri-
fice the comforts of life to guarantee the
dignity of millions of poor compatriots,
prepared to work with the poor to orga-
nize the community, train the community
leaders and provide them with the skills to
confront the adversaries. These 'rebel-
lious lawyers' can usher a change in the
society for legal empowerment of the
poorinthe daysto come.

Thus, creation of 'awareness' becomes
the ultimate duty-bound commitment of
a rebellious lawyer. The lawyer for social
change can resort to any and all of the
means available at his disposal: litigation,
public education, seminars, rallies, lob-
bying or writing for scholarly journals etc.
However, the most significant of what a
pro-people lawyer needs to do is: com-
munity mobilising and organising. The
weak and the helpless client (in our case
group-client/s) must be organised, moti-
vated, trained and taught to resist the
omnipotent state and the discriminatory
legal system in order to bring about
expected social change leading to
empowerment of the common people.

Our constitution encapsulates and
guarantees fundamental principles of
human rights. The constitution directs
the state to set policies for the welfare and
relief of the people from the clutches of
‘exploitation’ thereby encompassing
ideas of economic and social rights in
addition to fundamental rights. The
people are not to be seen as a raw material
of reform which in essence
'‘westernization' at best and 'collaborat-
ing with the colonial regime’ af worst. Any
awareness campaign should be focused
on re-organizing people's own resources
for goals of material and spiritual well-
being which they were enabled to set for
themselves. Awareness mobilizes people
against oppressive rule and materialize
people's dream. Legal awareness is cer-
tainly an inevitable catalyst to flourish the
'progressive aspirations’' of the people
and to vanguard their 'worth of human
person'.

Dr. Mizanur Rahman is Professor of Law, Dhaka University
and S. M. Masum Billah is Assistant Professor of Law,
Jagannath University, Dhaka. The paper is an abridged
version of a presentation at aworkshop in Dhaka recently.

Record number of journalists
killed in 2009

A T least 71 journalists were killed
across the globe in 2009, the
Committee to Protect Journalists
announced on February 16, 2010, the
largest annual toll in the 30 years the
group has been keeping track.

Twenty-nine of those deaths cameina
single, politically motivated massacre of
reporters and others in the Philippines
last November, the worst known episode
for journalists, the committee said.

But there were other worrisome
trends. The two nations with the highest
number of journalists incarcerated
China had 24 journalists imprisoned at
the end of 2009 and Iran had 23 were
particularly harsh in taking aim at
bloggers and others using the Internet.
The number jailed in Iran has since

jumped to 47, the committee said.

“It is a pretty grim picture,” Robert
Mahoney, the deputy director of the
committee, told a news conference,
saying that governments had 136 report-
ersin jail at the close oflast year.

Governments around the globe also
deployed the tools of the Internet against
their critics, Mr. Mahoney noted, citing
the Middle East as particularly problem-
atic.

In Tunisia, hackers destroyed the
entire online archive of the independent
Web newspaper Kalima, he said, while
I[ran had organized perhaps the most
aggressive campaign to silence its online
critics. The government there was break-
ing into online social networks like
Facebook and Twitter to try to unearth

IN TOO MANY COUNTRIES, WRITING AN ARTICLE
IS EQUIVALENT TO COMMITTING SUICIDE.

not just its critics but their friends, allies
and followers as well.

“They are turning the technology that
should liberate the press, against the
press this is a worrying development,”
Mr. Mahoney said.

The United Nations Mission for
Tunisia said no spokesperson was avail-
able Tuesday, while the Mission for [ran
did not respond to requests for com-
ment.

The Philippine journalists killed in an
election-related ambush last November
were all local reporters on the southern
island of Mindanao, the committee's
report said. In Somalia, nine journalists
were killed in connection with their
work.

Of the 71 confirmed deaths, 51 were
murders, the committee said. The report
noted that 24 additional deaths of jour-
nalists remained under investigation to
determine if they were related to the
journalists’ work. Previously, the highest
number of journalists killed in a single
yearwas 67, in 2007, when violence in Iraq
wasraging.

Mr. Mahoney called on Ban Ki-moon,
the United Nations secretary general, to
be more forceful on the issue.

“I would like the secretary general to
make a more assertive and firm stand in
defense of freedom of expression,” Mr.
Mahoney said. “He can make a very firm
and, I think, helpful statement by con-
stantly bringing the issue of freedom of
expressionto the fore.”

Marie Okabe, a spokeswoman for the
secretary general, said that Mr. Ban "has
been very vocal in terms of pushing for
freedom of the press and journalists’
rights.”

“I am sure he will continue to do that,”
Ms. Okabe said.

Source: UN Wire.

Attacks targeting teachers and
students on the rise

HE number of politically and

ideologically motivated attacks

on teachers, students and school
buildings is rising, says the report "Edu-
cation Under Attack 2010% launched by
UNESCO on 10 February. These attacks
are perpetrated by non-state armed
groups and state actors alike.

“Education under Attack 2010" is the
second report on the subject; the first
was published in 2007.

This report is launched together with
a second UNESCO publication entitled
“Protecting Education from Attack: A
State-of-the-Art Review”, in which sev-
eral experts take critical stock of knowl-
edge on prevention and response, with
respect to both international law and
interventions on the ground. The review
also shares the recommendations gen-
erated by a seminar on the subject held
in Parisin 2009.

The publication of these reports has
been made possible by the generous
support of Her Highness Sheikha Mozah
Bint Nasser al-Missned of Qatar,
UNESCO Special Envoy for Basic and
Higher Education, whose work in recent
years has helped bring the issue of
attacks on education to the attention of
international policy-makers and the
wider public.

The two texts comprise both an
assessment of the current situation and
a call to action, in the face of violence
that appears to be rising dramatically,
following a more general pattern of
increased attacks on civilians and aid
workers in recent years.

Three years ago, when UNESCO com-
missioned the first “Education under
Attack” study, the problem was little
known. “Education under Attack 2010"

notes growing awareness within United
Nations agencies, non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and public opin-
ion of the recurring nature of these
attacks, which are not exceptional or
isolated incidents. Above all, the report
demonstrates that the destruction of

schools and the murder of students and
teachers are not limited to acts by the
Taliban in Afghanistan or Pakistan in
opposition to the education of girls and
women.

The 2010 report reveals that the prob-
lem is much more extensive. Education
was attacked in at least 32 countries
between January 2007 and July 2009.
Often, an attack on the educational
system represents an attack on the State.
Conversely, certain States or paramili-
tary organizations may target academics
in order to neutralize real or imagined
opponents.

The report also covers the issue of
child soldiers the number of which is
currently estimated at 250,000 world-
wide. Abductions are frequently carried
out for the purpose of forced recruit-
ment or sexual violence against girls. The
report expresses particular concern
about the systematic nature of crimes
committed and sinister tactics used in
several countries against teachers,
pupils and unionized education work-
ers.

Irina Bokova, the Director-General of
UNESCO, has underlined that UNESCO
is concerned by these attacks for three
reasons: they “constitute a threat to the
right to life, and a threat to the right to
education, which is itself the key to other
freedoms and basic rights; lastly, these
attacks jeopardize the achievement of
the Education for All goals." The
Education for All (EFA) campaign is a
global commitment to provide quality
universal education by 2015.

The report also examines the reasons
why attacks on education often attract
little attention and it points to the role
that the International Criminal Court
(ICC) could play in strengthening
accountability and ending impunity for
such attacks.

Source: UNESCO Press release.



