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Film Screening

Four films by Tanvir
Mokammel

Organiser: Bangladesh
Film Centre

Venue: Bangladesh Film
Centre, 160, Lake Circus,
Kalabagan

Date: February 21

Time: 10:30am onwards

Duet Art
Exhibition

and Kamal Kabir

Market, Guishan,

Time: 10am-Bpm

Museum in honour of Shaheed

Rafig has no memorabilia

ZAHANGIR ALAM BIswas,
Manikganj
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The home village of
Language Movement martyr
Rafiguddin Ahmed has been
renamed Rafignagar [from
Paril] and his home has been
named Rafig Angan. The
government has also con-
structed a library and
museum here in his honour.

In 2008, Manikganj Zilla
Parisad built the 'Bhasha
Shaheed Rafig Uddin Ahmad
Libraryand Memorial Museum'
atacostofTk901lakh. Thelibrary
has around 4,500 books on the
Language Movement and the
LiberationWar.

The museum and library
were formally inaugurated on
May 15, 2008. Dr Anisuzzaman,
Professor Halima Khatun and
Begum Rawshan Ara Bachchu
were present at the inaugural
function.

Though it is a commend-

A mural of Shaheed Rafiqg at
the establishment.

able endeavour, locals com-
plain that the museum has no
memorabilia related to
Shaheed Rafig. Thereis only a
portrait of him. Visitors, from
various parts of the country,

often come to the museum
and return disappointed.

Manik Khan, a local, said that
the establishment only has
books but nothing belonging to
the Language Movement martyr.

Caretaker of the institution,
Shahjalal Mia Babu said, "There
are 4,500 books and two national
dailies (Ittefaq and Ingilab) for
readers.” "The authority bought
books worth Tk 5 lakh maore this
year,” hesaid.

Various programmes are held
here every year to honour the
Language Movement martyrs, in
particular, Shaheed Rafiq.

The villagers demanded a
sculpture of Shaheed Rafiq at
the museum and library pre-
mises.

Librarian Farhad Hossain
Khan urged family members
of the Language Movement
martyr to donate Rafiq's
clothes, or other belongings to
the museum.

The library and museum.
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Artists: Tajuddin Ahmed

Venue: Tivoli Art Gallery,
F-33, Second Circle, DCC

Date: February 8-22

National Street Theatre
Festival in Mymensingh

The festival was organised by Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation.

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh
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The three-day Jatiya Pathnatya Utshab (National Street Theatre
Dhaka division chapter, ended recently at the
Shaheed Minar premises. Organised by Bangladesh Group

Festival),
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Solo Painting

Exhibition

Artist: Rokeya Sultana
Title: The Mystique
Empire

Venue: H-275/F, R-27,
Dhanmondi

Date: February 19-
March 2

Time: 12pm-8pm
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Solo Photography
Exhibition
Photographer:
Mohammad |brahim
Title: Life in Old Dhaka
Venue: Drik Gallery, H-
58, R-15A, Dhanmondi
Date: February 19-21
Time: 3pm-8pm

Aranyak to stage “Ebong
Bidyashagor” at Ekushey
Book Fair today

Theatre troupe Aranyak
Natya Dal will stage "Ebong
Bidyashagor" -- highlighting
the life and times of Pandit
Ishwar Chandra
Bidyashagor -- at the
Ekushey Book Fair premises
todayat 6:30 pm, says a press
release.

Written by Mannan Hira
and directed by Mamunur
Rashid, "Ebong
Bidyashagor" is set in the
mid-nineteenth century
Calcutta. Calcutta was expe-
riencing a transition, often
described as the "Bengal

Renaissance." The central
character in the play is
Ishwar Chandra
Bidyashagor, eminent
scholar, philosopher and
social reformer -- one of the
key figures of the Bengal
Renaissance. The play par-
ticularly focuses on the
challenges the reformer
faced when trying to intro-
duce the practice of widow
remarriage to the main-
stream Hindu society.

With the playwright's
freedom to use fictional
characters as well as the

Theatre Federation (BGTF) and assisted by Destiny Group, the
festival was inaugurated by Liaquat Ali Lucky, president of

BGTEF on February 10.

Mymensingh Theatre Association provided all-out sup-

ports to make the programme a success.

Ten theatre troupes from Dhaka division staged their pro-

ductions at the festival.

Bahurupi Natya Sangstha staged "Daye-daitwa" (written by
Malay Bhowmik) and Bidrohi Natya Goshthi staged
"Kookpankhi” (written by Azhar Hablu). Chhayanat Shahitya
and Sangskritik Dal staged "Khyapa Paglar Pechal” (written by

SM Solaiman) on the inaugural day of the festival.

On the second day, Ensemble Theatre staged "Prekkhapot”
(written by Sajjad Siddique) and Natyagan Natya Paribar
staged poet Farid Ahmed Dulal's drama "Manush". Mukhosh
Natya Sangstha staged "Roktakto Barnomala" (written by

Lakshman Chandra Dhar).

Sanchalak Natya Charcha Kendra from Munshiganj staged
(written by Alamgir Mahmud), Jhilik
Natya Sangstha staged Mannan Hira's play "Bou" and
Compass Natya Sampradaya staged the Muneir Chowdhury

"Bhengcha Dotcom”

classic "Kabor" on the concluding day.

Such events become a meeting place for theatre activists
and enthusiasts, expressed some young individuals who
thronged the venue. Festivals like this should be held at the

grassroots level, they said.

A scene from the play.

historical ones, the play
portrays several significant
incidents in Biyashagor's life
-- such as founding schools
for women; arranging wed-
dings for widows; helping
his contemporary, the
famous poet Michael
Madhusudan Dutt when he
was burdened under debt;
interaction with 'Young
Bengals' and more.

The cast includes
Mamunur Rashid, Aminul
Haque, Mannan Hira,
Momena Chowdhury,
Tamalika and others.
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