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US soldiers of the
984th Military
Police Company,
from Fort Carson,
Colorado, take
images of villag-
ers' retinas while
on patrol near
Kalagush in
Nuristan province
yesterday. The US

and Nato already
have 113,000
troops in the
country battling
insurgents. Nato
has pledged
another 10,000
troops, bringing
the total to more
than 150,000 by
August.
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Mines, snipers slow
Afghan offensive

AFP, Haji Qari Saheb/ Lashkar Gah

Militants fleeing a massive assault in southern
Afghanistan aimed at clearing Taliban from their last
stronghold are booby-trapping villages as they go, com-
manders said yesterday.

Mines and militant sniper fire were slowing progress
for US-led troops a day after they stormed Marjah, a town
of 80,000 in the central Helmand River valley controlled
for years by militants and drug traffickers.

Operation Mushtarak ("together" in Dari), the first major
test of US President Barack Obama's new surge policy, kicked
off before dawn Saturday when 15,000 US, British and Afghan
soldiers stormed the Islamist stronghold.

Tribal leaders in a Taliban stronghold of southern
Afghanistan voiced hopes yesterday that the massive US-
led offensive to clear militants from their midst would

ers and

bring peace and prosperity.
A tribal elder in Nad Ali said Nato appeared to have
learned the lessons of past failures and earned the trust of

local people.
"I think they will be very effective. They will cooperate

with the government and the people,” said Abdul Rehman
Sabir, member of a tribal council in Nad Ali district, where

Marjah islocated, referring to the troops.
Nato commanders hailed the success of the first day of

its biggest operation since overthrowing the Taliban
regime in 2001, saying troops took fire from Taliban snip-

devices (IEDs).
Nato's International Security Assistance Force (Isaf)

confirmed the combined forces had suffered two deaths --
one British and one American -- in the assault so far.

found huge numbers of improvised explosive

Gilani urges
EU to treat
Pakistan at
par with India

ANI, Ilamabad

Pakistan Prime Minister Yousuf
Raza Gilani has urged the
European Union (EU) to treat
Pakistan at parwith India.

During a meeting with EU
Ambassadors comprising the
envoys of Sweden and Spain,
Gilani said the Pakistan
should also get access to the
same civil nuclear technology
that India has.

Gilani emphasised that the
European Union must realize
that its relations with Pakistan
are to be developed on a
stand-alone basis and not for
the reasons of Pakistan's
contiguity with Afghanistan.

Hillary wants Saudis to prod
China on Iran sanctions

AFP, Shannon

relationship with China already,”

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton flew to the Feltman, Hillary's top assistant for the Middle
Gulf yesterday to seek oil-rich Saudi Arabia's
help in pressing China to join the US drive for
sanctions against Iran, aides said.

The US chief diplomat's three-day trip to
Qatar and Saudi Arabia is also aimed at enlist-
ing broader regional support, including
Turkey's, in a drive to stop Iran's sensitive
nuclear work, her aides told reporters.

Her mission comes amid a US security
buildup involving the deployment of anti-
missile systems to the Gulf as well as a flurry of
visits to the region by senior US diplomats and
military officials.

Hillary's aides neither confirmed nor
denied suggestions that they would ask Saudi
leaders to offer China, which imports much of
its oil from Iran, supply guarantees in return for

Beijing's support for new UN sanctions.

Shannon, Ireland.

ber ofrecent visits between the Gulf and China.
these visits, to use their relationship in ways
feels,” said Feltman, the assistant secretary of
state for Near East Affairs.

nent members of the UN Security Council.

lately, expressing support for warnings by

talks is running out.

"Saudi Arabia has an important trading ° I :
ran and western countries were set for a showdown over
Jefirey - Tehran's crackdown on dissent today, when the UN human
- rights council scrutinises the country's human rights record.
The regular review and open debate by the 47 nations in the
- council comes days after Revolutionary Guards and police
reportedly clamped down again on protests during the anniver-
. saryofthe 1979 Islamic revolution last Thursday.
The United States, European countries and human rights
. groups have accused the Iranian government of intensifying
. * mass arrests and detentions, torturing detainees, show trials
that can help increase the pressure that Iran . and politically-motivated executions against opponents and

» minorities, as well as muzzling communications and the media.

United Nations human rights experts have also expressed
growing concern over the past year, having failed to gain access
to the country since 2005 despite repeated requests.

US Deputy Assistant Secretary for Iran John Limbert noted a
Russia has hardened its stance towards Iran . deterioration since the contested June 2009 election that
. returned Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to power, with growing dis-

- sent from former Islamic regime allies.
"These are not royalists, not long-standing opposition fig-
- ures; these were consumimate insiders, pillars of the establish-
" ment,” he told journalists in Geneva.

East, told reporters en route to Doha, via '
Feltman noted that there have been a num- |

"We would expect them (the Saudis) to use ;

China appears to be the strongest holdout to :
sanctions among the five veto-wielding perma- .

Britain, France and the United States that -
patience with the lack of progress in nuclear ,

- Iran, West set for showdown |
-at UN rights meet |

: AFP, Geneva
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Iranian Americans gather in front of the White House on Saturday in support of the February 11 upris-
ing in Iran. These supporters of the National Council Resistance of Iran (NCRI) urged US President

Barack Obama not to talk with the Iranian regime and called for strong measures against Iran regime.
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Chalabi accuses US of
interfering in Iraq polls

AFP, Baghdad

AFP, Paris

A former Iragi deputy prime minister who encouraged the
United States to topple dictator Saddam Hussein said Sunday
that Washington had interfered in the war-torn country's March

7 general election.

Ahmed Chalabi said US Vice President Joe Biden and

Greenland ice loss driven
by warming seas: Study

coastal cities and deltas around the world.

Greenland's continent-sized icesheet is being

ificantly eroded by winds and currents that
drive warmer water into fjords, where it carves
out the base of coastal

aciers, according to

At present, the ocean watermark is rising at
around three millimetres (0.12 inches) per year,
a figure that compares with 1.8mm (0.07 inches)
annuallyin the early 1960s.

But Greenland's contribution has more than
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Alabama in Huntsville
because she was denied ten-
ure.

Some, including the hus-
band of one victim and one of
her students, have said she
was upset after being denied
the job-for-life security
afforded tenured academics.
Authorities have refused to
discuss a motive, and school
spokesman Ray Garner said
the faculty meeting wasn't
called to discuss tenure.
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