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Qaeda threatens to
foil Iraqi election

10 rockets hit joint American-Iraqi base

AFP, AP, Baghdad

al-Qaeda’s leader in Iraq threatened military
action in a bid to prevent a parliamentary
election being held next month, as official
campaigning started in the country on Friday.

Abu Omar al-Baghdadi warned in an audio-
tape that his al-Qaeda front, the Islamic State of
Iraq, had "decided to prevent the elections by
all legitimate means possible, primarily by
military means,” US monitors SITE said.

Baghdadi condemned the March 7 general
election as a political crime plotted by Iraq's
Shia majority, according to the 34-minute
recording posted on Jihadist websites and
picked up by SITE.

The vote is seen as a key test of reconcilia-
tion for Irag, which has been wracked by sectar-
ian hostilities since late dictator Saddam
Hussein was ousted following the US-led inva-
sion of the country in 2003.

It is also considered by Washington as a
crucial precursor to a complete US military
withdrawal by theend of 2011.

The run-up to campaign opening had been
dominated by the legacy of Saddam and his

Camp Sparrowhawk,
Amarrah. It says the attack began early
Saturday morning.

Sunni Arab former elite, which still looms large
more than two years after his execution.

A row over candidates accused of ties to
Saddam's outlawed Baath party has left key
members of the country’'s dominant Shia
majority anxious to extinguish every trace of his
influence, fanning tension among Sunnis.

An integrity and accountability committee
announced late Thursday that 28 of 177 candi-
dates banned from the vote for alleged Baathist
links would be allowed to stand after all, a small
proportion of more than 500 originally black-
listed.

Two Sunni parliamentary stalwarts, Saleh
al-Mutlak and Dhafer al-Ani from the secular
Iragiya list of former prime minister Iyad
Allawi, are among those who have been
excluded.

Meanwhile, the US military says a barrage of
rockets has struck a joint American-Iraqi base
south of Baghdad, injuring at least two people
and damaging equipment.

The military says about 10 rockets struck
near the town of

PHOTO: AFP

A large crowd of Haitians gather on the streets of downtown Port-au-Prince during an outside mass
on Friday a month after the killer quake that devastated Haiti's capital leaving some 217,000 dead and

over a million Haitians homeless.
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of 4.00" where applicable.

Further to our Advertisement of "CAREER OPPORTUNITY"
for recruitment of Probationary Officer published in the Daily
Star & the Daily Prothom Alo dated 05.02.2010 & 06.02.2010
respectively, the correction may be noted as under:;

The required CGPA will be "3.25 out of 4.00" instead of "3.5 out

Other terms & conditions will remain unchanged.
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Abbas aide
caught in
camera

AP, Ramallah

As sex tapes go, it's fairly tame
a man gets undressed in a
bedroom, slides under the
covers, plumps the pillows
and calls to a woman to join
him.

But the man is a top aide to
Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas, and a for-
mer Palestinian intelligence
official who secretly recorded
the scene alleges the aide tried
to trade his influence for sex.

The footage of the aide,
Rafiq Husseini, has sent shock
waves through conservative
Palestinian society since it was
broadcast on Israeli TV earlier
this week.

It has left the Palestinian
leader scrambling for a
response and his rivals from
the Islamic militant group
Hamas gloating.

Even though the
Palestinian Authority has won
international praise for clean-
ing up official corruption that
was rampant under the late
Yasser Arafat, Abbas' Fatah
movement continues to be
dogged by the perception that
some of its leading officials
pursue personal gain and
pleasure over the national
good.

Love gets
stronger
with age!

AFP, Montreal

Older couples are more in love
than most and continue to
have satisfying sex lives,
despite some physiological
hurdles, according to
Canadian researchers.

Persons older than 65
obtained the highest scores of
119 and 120 points on the
Spanier Dyadic Adjustment
Scale, which measures cou-
ples' happiness, compared to
the Canadianaverageof114.

"It's a significant differ-
ence," said Gilles Trudel, a
psychology professor at the
University of Quebec in
Montreal (UQAM).

The scale takes into
account sexual satisfaction,
but alsoc how well couples
communicate, function
together in general, and their
cohesion. Researchers ques-
tioned 508 couples all from
Quebec and all already pen-
sioners, mostaged over 65.

The fact that divorced
couples were not included in
the study could account for its
optimistic results, as this left
only results from happy older
couples, Trudel admits.
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Palestinian protesters run for cover from Israeli tear gas during the weekly demonstration against Israeli settlement expansion in the
West Bank village of Nabi Saleh, near the Jewish settlement of Halamish, on Friday.

'Iran will speed up nuke
drive if Obama repeats
sanctions threat'

ANI1, AFP, Tehran/ Washington

Iran has vowed to "speed up" its uranium enrichment
programme if the Obama administration "dares to repeat
threats of tougher sanction against us as much as ten times."

"Evenif US President Barack Obama dares to repeat threats of
tougher sanction against us as much as ten times, we will still be
determined to pursue our enrichment programme, but with a
much faster pace,” Fox News quoted Parliament Speaker Ali
Larijani, as saying.

Larijani's comments came on the 31st anniversary of the
Islamic Revolution in Iran, as the country's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei warned the West to stop putting obsta-
clesin his country's path.

"The past 31 years are not enough to awaken a few arrogant
and bullying states to their futile efforts to dominate this Islamic
nation,” Khamenei had said.

Speaking on the same occasion, President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad boasted that Iran has become a "nuclear state.”

He said Iran has produced the first batch of 20 percent
enriched uranium - sufficient strength to power Iran's research
reactor - though he did not say how much uranium had been
enriched.

However, the White House press secretary Robert Gibbs
rejected Ahmadinejad’s assertions, saying Iran had "made a
series of statements that are based on politics, not on physics.”

Meanwhile, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton heads Saturday
to Qatar and Saudi Arabia to build the US case for tougher sanc-

tions over Iran's nuclear plans in meetings with key Arab and
Muslim leaders.

Indian professor among
3 killed in US shooting

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, AFP, Huntsville

An Indian professor was among three faculty members killed in
a shooting at the University of Alabama in Huntsville by a fellow
professor apparently miffed at being denied tenure.

The incident happened at the University of Alabama in
Huntsville Friday, and college spokesman Ray Garner told report-
ersthat police had arrested one person and detained another.

"At this point we have three dead, three confirmed people
who are dead,"” Garner said.

"We have three dead and three wounded," he added.

Garner said two of the three people injured in the shooting
remained in critical condition while a third was in stable condi-
tion at a Huntsville Hospital.

The three slain faculty members were identified as GK Polia,
Maria Ragland Davis and Adriel Johnson.

The injured victims were professor Joseph Leahy, professor's
assistant Stephanie Monticello, and professor Luis Rogelio
Cruz-Vera.

Classes on the campus were cancelled, and counselling
services to the 7,500 students are being offered, according to the
school's website.

Local television, citing local authorities, said the shooter was
a middle-aged female staff member identified as Doctor Amy
Bishop, who had opened fire after learning at a biology faculty
meeting that she would not be granted tenure.

The professor has been taken into custody and that her hus-
band has been detained.

The alleged shooter apparently meant to kill all six people at
the biology faculty meeting. She murmured to local television
station WHNT-TV as she climbed into a police car, "There's no
way they're still alive.”
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