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Turkish President Abdullah Gul and his spouse Hayrunnisa Gul wave prior to their departure at Zia
International Airport in the city. Gul left Dhaka last night, ending a two-day official visit. Foreign Minister
Dipu Moni, Commerce Minister Faruk Khan and high civil and military officials saw them off atthe airport.

Harkatul Jihad
man arrested
on charges

of bomb threat

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) yesterday arrested a
member of Harkatul Jihad
who threatened to blowup the
Hotel Westin in the city by
bombing.

A team of Rab-1 arrested
Md Anisuzzaman Rajib, 26,
during a raid at Gulshan in the
cityatabout 3:30pm.

Rajib, who hails from
Raipura in Narsingdi, con-
fessed that he threatened to
make a bomb attack on the
hotel, Rab sources said.

"Rajib admitted that he
gave the threat at the instruc-
tion of his organisation in
order to foil the SAF Games,"
said a Rab pressrelease.

On February 4, Rajib gave
the threat over phone several
times, creating panic among
the players and guests, the
release added.

LEGAL AID PROJECT
'359 prisoners
released

in one year'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

PHOTC: PID

Some 359 poor and helpless

BNP threatens 'oust-govt'

movement

UNB, Dhaka

Main opposition BNP yesterday threatened to
launch 'oust-government' movement, saying
that the rqug party has resorted to politics of
killing, repression and plunder and also failed to
fulfilits election pledges.

Senior leaders of the party and its front and
associate organisations also demanded immedi-
ate resignation of Home Minister Sahara Khatun
for her 'total failure' to maintain law and order,
‘irresponsible’ statements and 'partisan role' in
dealingwith lawand order situation.

At a rally, the party announced countrywide
seven-day programmes beginning February 14 to
protest the killing of DCC councillor Ahammad
Hossain, who was also the president of Dhaka city
south Jubo Dal.

Dhaka city BNP organised the rally at
Muktangan in protest against the killing of the
DCC councillor, ending its three-day protest
programmes. Ahammad was killed in the old part
ofthecityonTuesdaynight.

BNP Standing Committee member Dr
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain announced the
fresh programmes.

On February 14, demonstrations will be staged
in district headquarters and memorandum will
be submitted to the districtadministrations.

On February 15, protest rallies will be held in
divisional headquarters and in Dhaka city.

On February 16, protest rally will be held
in Dhaka city besides submission of memo-
randum to the home ministry. On February
17, protest rally will take place in all wards of

Dhaka city.

Addressing the protest rally, Khandaker
Mosharraf said a befitting reply to the govern-
ment's acts of repression and killing to suppress
the opposition will be given through ousting the
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The former minister said, "Awami League had
tried to remain in power permanently through
establishing one-party Baksal and suppressing
killing and repression, but

opposition through
theyhad failed.”

Presided over by BNP leader and Mayor
Sadeque Hossain Khoka, the rally was also
addressed by Moudud Ahmed, Brig Gen (retd)
ASM Hannan Shah, Rafiqul Islam Mia, Amanullah
Syed Moazzem
Hossain Alal, Khairul Kabir Khokon, Shahiduddin
Chowdhury Anie and Habib-un-Nabi Khan

Aman, Zainul Abdin Farooque,

Sohel,

Shirin Sultana demanded immediate resigna-
tion of the home minister and the state minister
movement will be

for Home. "Otherwise, a tough

prisoners have been released
from threejailsin Dhaka, Bogra
and Madaripur in the last one
year after quick disposal of
their cases under a legal aid
projectofthe government.

This was revealed at a
workshop on the work plan
of the Directorate of Prisons
at a city hotel yesterday.

The legal aid project titled
'Improvement of the Real
Situation of Overcrowding in
Prisons in Bangladesh' organ-
ised the workshop. The home
ministry, Directorate of Prisons
and German Technical
Cooperation (GTZ) are jointly
implementing the project.

The workshop recom-
mended ensuring coordina-
tion among all related to the
criminal justice system,
enforcing the existing laws
properly, making an inte-
grated database of prisoners
and amending the jail code.

Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed,
Justice M Anwarul Haque,
additional secretary to the
home ministry Igbal Khan
Chowdhury, acting secretary to
the law ministrty M Anwarul
Haque, Deputy Solicitor M
Shamsul Huq, DGFI Director
AHM Mokbul Hossain,
Inspector General of Prisons

Turkey keen to help build
new wing at BSMMU

BSS, Dhaka

Turkey showed keen interest to help
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University (BSMMU) become a state-of-
the-art tertiary healthcare facility as well
as aworld-class medical institute.

Turkish Health Minister Prof Recep
Akdag gave the assurance in this regard
during his visit to the university-cum-
hospital yesterday morning.

Prof Recep, who is accompanying
Turkish President Abdullah Gul, visited
outdoor and indoor facilities, intensive
care unit, neonatal intensive care unit,
operation theatre and post-operative
ward of BSMMU, the country's lone
medical university.

"Turkey would be happy to help
BSMMU build a separate and new uniton
its vacant lands,” Prof Recep was quoted
as saying to BSMMU Vice Chancellor Prof
Pran Gopal Datta.

The Turkish minister said his country
would send a four-member delegation to

Bangladesh soon to assess the needs of
BSMMU, a facility now looking to find
partners to improve its overall structure
and services both for academic and
healthcare purposes.

Prof Pran Gopal Datta expressed his
gratitude for the Turkish assurance and
said BSMMU is ready to provide any of its
fourvacant plots for such developments.

He said the university has vacant lands
on its own premises, near Aziz Market,
adjacent to BCS Training Academy and
behind the Shahbagh gas station.

"We also sought Turkish support in the
fields of technology transfer that include
high-tech medical equipment and
exchange of medical professionals,” said
the vice chancellor, adding that he was
happy with the warmth of reciprocity
from the Turkish health minister, also a
physician by profession.

Prof Ahmad Amin, chairman of ENT
department, said the modalities of the
Turkish support would be finalised after
visits of delegations from both sides to

Bangladesh and Turkey, but insisted that
the proposed new wing at BSMMU is
likely to be named as "Turkey-Bangladesh
FriendshipWing'.

He also said the Turkish health minis-
ter appreciated the 'cleanliness’' of the
hospital-cum-university and said Prof
Recep has commented that "good man-
agement and good wishes together can
lead to offer good services even under
resource constraints”.

"Turkey offers healthcare as good as
other European countries with much low
per capita budget for medicare,” the minis-
ter was quoted as saying. According to Prof
Recep, Turkey spends US dollar 500-700 per
person per year as against of US dollar
3,000-4,000 in western European countries
and US dollar7,000in the United States.

Prof Amin said the minister has talked
to ailing people, especially elderly and
children, and wished their early recovery.
He also sought doa from the people for
peace and prosperity of the peoples of
Bangladesh and Turkey.

Breast milk supplements
discourage breastfeeding

Speakers say at a seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a seminar yesterday said
aggressive marketing and business of
breast milk supplements, including
instant cereals and powdered milk, need
to be controlled in order to promote
breastfeeding, which is the ultimate
solution to malnutrition of children.

They pointed out that only Tk 17 crore
is needed annually to promote breast-
feeding, which is beneficiary for the child
as the best source of nutrition, for moth-
ers because breastfeeding curbs breast
cancer and eventually the entire nation.

However, a huge sum of Tk 3,200 crore
is spent annually to import supplemen-
tary foods, which can be easily saved by
promoting breastfeeding and home
cooked complimentary foods.

The speakers said about 90,000 chil-
dren under the age of five die of malnu-
trition every year in Bangladesh. The

number stands at 240 daily. About 45
percent deaths of infants under six
months result from inadequate breast-
feeding while only 43 percent of mothers
prefer breastfeeding.

Breastfeeding and Complementary
Feeding Marketing Forum (BCMEF)
organised the seminar titled 'Invest
more on breastfeeding and home
cooked complimentary food' at the
National Press Club in the city.

Dr Khurshid Talukdar, paediatric con-
sultant of Women and Children Health
Kendra (Savar), presented a keynote paper.

He said supplementary food does not
contain all the nutrients provided by
breast milk. Yet aggressive marketing
breast milk supplements are often cho-
senn by mothers or even prescribed by
doctors.

Investing on children is the best
investment for a nation, he said, adding
that the ratio of breastfeeding is so low

due to lack of awareness and support for
mothers.

Investment on breastfeeding is tre-
mendously meagre, because it does not
provide instant profit. This attitude needs
to be changed. Even Unicef allocates only
0.13 of its annual budget to promote
breastfeeding.

Khurshid suggested increasing bud-
getary allocation to create a community
support group for mothers.

National Prof MR Khan was present at
the seminar as the chief guest while Prof
Muzaffer Ahmed, chairman of
Sushashoner Jonno Nagorik (Sujan),
spoke as the special guest.

Prof Md Shahidullah, pro-vice chan-
cellor of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University, Prof MQK Talukdar,
chairman of Women and Children Health
Kendra, and Prof Fatima Parvin
Chowdhury, chairman of Institute of
Public Health Nutrition, also spoke.

Call for concerted

efforts to combat
child trafficking

launched for their resignation,” she said.

Death anniversary
of Asaf-ud-Dowla
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the
27th death
anniversary
of noted
journalist
Muhammad
Asaf-ud-
Dowla Reza,
who was the news and execu-
tive editor of the Ittefaqg, says a

UNB, Dhaka

Dry weather likely

unchanged over the country.

Weather is likely to remain dry with temporary partly cloudy

sky over the countryin the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.
Light fog may occur over the river basins of the country

duringlate night till morning, Met Office said.
It also said night temperature may remain nearly

The sun sets in the capital at 5:53pm today and rises at

Brig Gen Ashraful Islam Khan
and Principal Adviser of the
project Pramita Sengupta
spoke at theworkshop.

Obituary

A CORRESPONDENT, Chandpur

Md Abul Fazal, a Language
Movement veteran and organ-
iser of the War of Liberation,
passed away at his residence
in Chandpur town due to old-
age complications early morn-
ing yesterday at the age of 80.
Fazal, a member of
Chandpur Bar Association,
left behind his three sons and
two daughters. He was buried
with state honour at the

Bss, Rajshahi

Participants at a roundtable
here yesterday unequivocally
called for a comprehensive
measure to combat child
trafficking in the greater inter-
est of building a healthy and
competent society.

In this regard, they sug-
gested participation of the
community people, including
the leaders of influence, in
making the nation free of
curse of the social crime and
laid emphasis on creating
awareness among people,
especially the wvulnerable
groups.

the need for concerted efforts
of all government and non-
government organisations to
eliminate child trafficking and
violence against them.

They also stressed the need
for political will and proper
functioning of the state
machinery, especially the law
enforcement agencies and
border guards, to combat the
menace.

They noted that proper
enforcement of laws has
become essential to make the
society free of the menace.

They also recommended
that the schools and colleges
located in the frontier areas

MACES

Study at Sheffield
Hallam University, UK

We are one of the UK's largest and most innovative universities
with more than 3,500 international students from over 120
countries, We are recognised as a Centre of Excellence for
Teaching and Learning and employability. Sheffield is a safe,
student friendly city with a low cost of living.

Scholarships available for Bangladeshi students

intemational Education Gmnseling Centre

Spot admissions and Counselling
Monday 15 February 12 noon - Spm
Venue:

British Council Office,

S Fuller Road, Dhaka 1000

For appointments, please contact the
British Council: Tel: 861 8905

Email: education@nd.britishcouncil.ong
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