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"Frantic’

Organiser: Zahir Raihan
Film Society and Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka
Venue: Auditorium, Alliance
Francaise, 26, Mirpur Road,
Dhanmondi

Date: January 11-20

Time: 5pm onwards
Today: 'Le Divorce' &

Market, Gulshan,

Folk music draws audience
at Bangla Academy
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As part of the ongoing Amar
Ekushey Book Fair 2010, noted
artistes of the country per-
formed folk compositions,
including songs of Lalon and
Hason Raja, at Bangla
Academy premises on
February1l.

Shapla Kolir Ashor, a

Farida Parveen performs at the programme.

% News Bulletin

troupe of the city comprising
children, performed a lyrical
dance drama highlighting the
Language Movement and the
Liberation War. Following
their performance, Sanskriti
Bikash Kendra presented a
recital on Language
Movement on the occasion.

Mohammad Akbar Ali Shai,
a trainer of Lalon songs at
Bangladesh Shilpakala

PHOTO: MUMIT M.

Academy, rendered two songs
-- "Hawa Domey Dekho Taar"
and "Ekbar Dekhna Mon".
Sufia Monwar also sang two
Lalon songs -- "Ei Deshetey Ei
Shukh Holo" and "Shob Lokey
Koy Lalon Ki Jaat."

Singer Selim Chowdhury
performed two Hason Raja
numbers -- "Nesha Lagilo”
and "Shona Bondey Amarey".
Eminent Lalon artiste and
exponent Farida Parveen
performed two songs of Lalon
-- "Shatya Bol Shupothey
Chol" and "Milon Hobey Koto
Diney".

Prior to their performance,
Farida Parveen and Selim
Chowdhury spoke to The
Daily Star on Language
Movement.

"The sacrifices and contri-
bution of the Language
Movement martyrs established
a set of values for our nation,”
Selim Chowdhurysaid.

Farida Parveen expressed
her reverence for the souls of
the martyrs and wondered
whether "all Language
Movement martyrs have been
honoured."

Among others, Mridul
Kanti Chakraborti, Dil Afroze
Reba and Fauzia Chowdhury
Parveen, sang on the occasion.

Gazi Abdul Hakim on
banshi, Ratan Bonik on tabla,
Shafiqul Islam on dhol,
Ashutosh Sheel on dotara and
Nazmul Alam Khan on percus-
sion assisted the vocalists.

On behalf of Bangla
Academy, Nurunnahar Mukta,
deputy secretary of the
department of culture, organ-
ised the programme.

F-33, Second Circle, DCC

Date: February 8-22
Time: 10am-8pm

Hall, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy
Date: February 15
Time: 7:00 pm

Duet Art Theatre Solo Drawing
Exhibition Play: Koinna Exhibition

Artists: Tajuddin Ahmed Troupe: Prachyanat Title: Introspective

and Kamal Kabir Venue: National Theatre Linearity

Venue: Tivoli Art Gallery, Artist: Habibur Rahman

Flavours of the Subcontinent
Three-day ‘Travelling Film South Asia’ ends today

Venue: Gallery Chitrak, H-
21, R-4, Dhanmondi.
Date: February 5-15
Time: 10am-8pm

(Clockwise from left): Scenes from “The Promised Land”, “The Way of the Road” and “Mayomi”.

JAMIL MAHMUD
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Featuring 12 outstanding documentaries from
South Asian countries, a three-day film festival titled
"Travelling Film South Asia 2010" ends today at the
Shawkat Osman Auditorium, Central Public Library,
Shahbagh. The festival began on February 11 with an
aim to highlight contemporary South Asian issues
through films. Beginning, a creative studio that
supports film production and communication
design, in association with South Asians for Human
Rights (SAHR) and Manusher Jonno Foundation, is
the organiser of the event. Bangladeshi filmmaker
Yasmine Kabir's "The Last Rites" was the opening
film of the festival.

On the opening day, a briefinaugural programme
was held. Shaheen Anam, Bureau Member and
Executive Director, Manusher Jonno Foundation
was the chief guest at the event. Filmmakers Tareque

Masud and Morshedul Islam were special guests.

The 12 documentaries were chosen from a list of
35 films that were screened as part of the competi-
tive section of Film South Asia '09, the seventh edi-
tion of the festival of South Asian documentaries
heldlast yearin Kathmandu.

The festival has a vision to motivate young activists
and filmmakers as well as the masses to have a look at
the issues that are impacting the region. "The goal of
the festival is to stir the South Asian spirit among the
people,” said festival convener Kamar Ahmad Simon.

"The Last Rites" and "The Promised Land", two
Bangladeshi documentaries by Yasmine Kabir and
Tanvir Mokammel respectively, were judged first
and second in Film South Asia '09. Both films are
screened at Public Library.

The 12 films depict burning issues form the past
and present. Where "The Last Rites" focuses on the
ship-breaking yards of Chittagong and "The
Promised Land" on the stigma that still haunts the

stranded Pakistanis or Biharis living in Bangladesh,
films like "Afghan Girls Can Kick" and the "The
Battle of Pakistan" -- directed by Bahareh Hosseini
and Maheen Zia respectively -- highlight the ongo-
ing social and political situation in both countries.
Sri Lankan documentary "Mayomi” features a

woman's struggles for survival after the tsunami.
Indian films "The Salt Stories” and "Saamam" are on

Mahatma Gandhi's Salt March and Carnatic music
respectively.

Nepali film "The Way of the Road" sheds light on
the new Nepal-Tibet road and the locals.

The festival is a good opportunity for film enthu-
siasts to get updated on South Asian documentaries.
"Many people do not know what kind of and how
many documentaries are being made every year in
the South Asian countries. It is our aim to make
people aware,” said Simon.

The organisers hope to arrange the event regu-
larly from now on.
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