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AUG 17 SERIAL BLASTS IN HABIGAN]

Charges framed against
7 JMB militants

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet.

Of them, four were in the dock while

A Habiganj court yesterday framed
charges against seven outlawed JMB
(Jama'atul Mujahideen Bangladesh)
men in a case for bomb blast near Sonali
Bank in the district town on August 17,

2005.
They

Tamim.

are Saidur Rahman, Shafiqul
Islam, Salahuddin, AHM Shamim, Azizul
Islam, Hafez Ozaifa and Md Belal Hossain

case from March 9.

However, charges could not be framed
against seven JMB men, including Salah
Uddin alias Salehin, in four other cases for
serial blast in the town on that day as
Salehin, one of the seven accused in the

the rest-- Saidur Rahman, Shafiqul Islam
and Salahuddin--are still at large.
Additional District and Sessions
Judge's Court will start recording deposi-
tion of the prosecution witnesses in the

cases, was in the capital in connection
with separate cases.

JMB operatives exploded bombs on
the premises of Habiganj deputy com-
missioner's office and at four other places
inthe town on August 17, 2005.

Five separate cases were filed with

Sadar Police Station soon after the serial
blasts. Police submitted charge sheets to
the court in the five cases. Salahuddin was
charge-sheeted in one case while Salehin
in four other cases.
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Remains of felled trees beside Jhenidah-Chuadanga road bear testimony to the criminal act.
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Six people were arrested while
felling trees on both sides of
Jhenidah-Chuadanga road
under Jhenidah Sadar upazila
yesterday morning.

The arrestees are Abdul
Karim, Afangir Hossain, Israil
Hossain, Harun-or-Rashid,
Shahidul Islam and Sumon of
Borokamarkundo village
under the upazila.

Being informed by locals,
Chief Executive Officer of
Jhenidah Zila Parishad Abdul
Halim Molla informed the

Police also seized five felled
segun and mehagoni trees
from the scene.

The arrestees told police
that they were cutting down
the roadside trees in Saganna
area of the road as per order of
the zila parishad. But the chief
executive officer denied it,
saying that they have decided
to cut only the dead trees on
both sides of the road.

Contacted, Executive
Engineer of Jhenidah Roads
and Highways Sabuj Uddin
said the zila parishad has no

said stern action will be taken
against those involved in
cutting treesillegally.

Officer-in-Charge (OC) of
Sadar Police Station said
they seized the felled trees
and brought them to the
police station.

Locals alleged that some
unscrupulous people in
collusion with officials are
involved in felling roadside
trees. They urged the authori-
ties concerned to take neces-
sary measures to save the
valuable trees.

Kishoreganj
BNP sues
Syed Ashraf,
50 others

A CORRESPONDENT,
Kishoreganj

Awami League (AL) General
Secretary Syed Ashraful Islam
and 50 other unidentified AL
men have been sued on
charge of ranmsacking
Kishoreganj Sadar upazila
BNP office Sunday night.

Khaled Saifullah Sohel,
joint convener of BNP upazila
unit, filed the case with Sadar
Police Station yesterday.

In the case statement, the
complainant stated that AL
men, at the instruction of Syed
Ashraful Islam, ransacked
Sadar upazila BNP office on
Sunday night at Kishoreganj
Station Road and injured four
BNP activists.

Saifullah Sohel read out a
written statement. He accused
Syed Ashraf and local AL lead-
ers and activists of vandalising

Sadar upazila BNP office
alleging that BNP men used
abusive language against the
AL general secretary during a
procession they brought out
in the town on Sunday.
According to sources, local
BNP men took out the proces-
sion to protest 'remarks’
against BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia by the AL general
secretary. At the procession,
the BNP activists used abu-
sive language against AL
General Secretary Syed

Ashraful Islam, sources
added.
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Blooming buds adorn a mango tree at Nimtala in Chapainawabganj as bumper yield of the delicious summer fruit is expected in the

famous mango producing district.

DAYS OF LANGUAGE MOVEMENT IN NILPHAMARI

The veterans at the forefront

OuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

People of the then sub-
divisional town Nilphamari
spontaneously took part in
the Language Movement of
1952,

Demanding Bangla as a
state language of Pakistan,
Muslim Chhatra League
called strike in all the educa-
tional institutions of the then
East Pakistan on February 4

sub-divisional officer (SDO)
Monwar Hossain verbally
abused Nilphamari Model
High School headmaster

their failure to keep the stu-
dents away from taking part in
the strike.

Demaning removal of the
SDO, students and teachers of
educational institutions in
Nilphamari town observed
strike for three consecutive
dayson February 8,9 and 10.

On February 21, in line with
the central programme, all-
out strike was observed in all
the educational institutions in
the town and a big rally was
held on the premises of
Muslim Hostel of Nilphamari

Situation turned volatile as
the news of killing students in
police firing in Dhaka reached
Nilphamari on the night of

people burst into protest on
February 22 and took part in
processions and meetings all
daylong.

On that day, Pakistani
authorities arrested the then
East Pakistan provincial
assembly member Khairat
Hossain, who along with
veteran leader Moulana
Abdur Rashid Tarkobagish
had walked out from the
provincial assembly in Dhaka
in protest against the
February 21 killings.

Thousands of people from

24, 25 and 26 took to the
streets. The agitators chanted
slogans demanding release of
Khairat Hossain and other

demand for recognising
Bangla as a statelanguage.

As police arrested Local
Awami Muslim League con-
vener advocate Dabiruddin
Ahamed and educationist
Abu Nazam Mohammad Ali
on February 26 agitated peo-
ple besieged the local police
station.

A joint meeting of Awami
Muslim League and Muslim
Chhatra League decided to
observe all-out strike in the
town on February28.

Police arrested Muslim

Abu Nazam Mohammad Ali

secretary of local unit
Shafiar Rahman, then a
matriculation candidate,
and Jubo League convenor

local people.

Khairat Hossain was
released from jail after con-
finement for about two years.
Dabiruddin Ahamed and Abu
Nazem Mohammad Ali were
released after six months.
Shafiar Rahman and Shamsul
Haque got release after one
month.

Four of them passed away
while Shafiar Rahman is still
surviving to narrate the role
of the district in the
Language Movement to the
new generation.
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