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Two more distilleries on cards

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
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The government has decided to set
up two distillery plants in two sugar

mills.

“Initially, we have selected three
sugar mills at Rajshahi, Faridpur and
Mobarakganj in Jhenidah district,
where two distillery plants will be set
up,” Industries Minister Dilip Barua
told reporters after a meeting with
senior officials of the Sugar and
Allied Food Industries Corporation

at his office yesterday.

Currently, only one state-run
sugar mill produces distillery prod-
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ucts.

Baruasaid.

the minister said.

The meeting also discussed the
present status of sugar and how the
production can be increased to meet
the growing demand.

“We have decided to go massive
for hybrid production of sugarcane,”

Relevant government institutions
have been directed to implement
such a plan as early as they can, he
noted. Sugar corporation has been
asked to devote more time for
research and product development,

Although sugar is an essential
food item, Bangladesh faces severe

shortage of it and has to rely on
import for meeting over 90 percent
of the demand.

Bangladesh's annual demand for
sugar is 12 lakh tonnes, but it pro-
duces only 60,000 to 80,000 tonnes.

“There is no way but to go for
immediate import of sugar to meet
the demand,” said the minister.

The meeting also decided to
produce raw sugar in two more mills,

he said.

mills.

Use of dual power in the mills also
came up for discussion, Barua said.

He said farmers will be motivated
so that they supply sugarcane to the

Replying to a query, the industries
minister said there will be no prob-

lem or crisis with the fertiliser this

year for the first time in the country’s
history.

“We have a stockof 17 lakh tonnes
against the demand for 15 lakh
tonnes,” Barua added.

He said monitoring of fertiliser
distribution has also been strength-

ened involving both the ministries of

agriculture and industries.
January-March is the peak season

for boro cultivation. Farmers across

the country face shortage of fertiliser

everyyear during the season.

DITF bags Tk 30cr spot orders

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The 15th Dhaka Intern-
ational Trade Fair (DITF) 2010
came to a close yesterday with
the participants bagging spot
orders worth Tk 30 crore from
the biggest trade exposition in
the country.

“The size of the spot
orders shows that the stan-
dard of the local products
has improved a lot and is
able to meet the demands at
home and abroad,” said
Commerce Minister Faruk
Khan.

“At the same time, a fair of
such kind creates different
business links, which the
local businesspeople should
utilise.”

“The volume of spot
orders will be much more if
the local entrepreneurs
develop their brands
uniquely and enhance their
products' quality further,”
he added.

He was speaking at the
concluding ceremony of the
37-day DITF 2010 jointly
organised by the Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB)
and the commerce ministry
at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar in
Dhaka.

Khan stressed the need

for organising such fairs
more frequently across the
country for promoting
locally made products.

He said the government is
set to build a 300-acre per-
manent exhibition centre in
a year or two at Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar to help the
visitors and participants
cope with such problems as
rain and fog.

EPB Vice Chairman
Shahab Ullah said around
50,000-70,000 people visited
the fair everyday, while the
number crossed 100,000 on
holidays.

The number of total
visitors was more than 35
lakh, he added.

Atotal 0f493 national and
international companies
participated in the show,
which saw 28 pavilions from
10 different countries.

Manufacturers of furni-
ture, household appliances,
leather footwear, knitwear,
jute and jute products were
on the top that received the
majority of the spot orders,
said the organisers.

Fakhrul Islam, manager
of Jute Emporium, said his
company logged 30 percent
more sales in the fair com-
pared to the rest of the year,

and got substantial spot
orders.

“We received satisfactory
spot orders from some big
local corporate houses and
foreign companies, as the
demand for locally made jute
handicraftsisrising,” he said.

Islam said his company
also got a few export orders
forthe UKand Germany:.

Shahidul Islam, sales
executive of furniture maker
Otobi, said the sales figure
surpassed their expecta-
tions at the fair, as the com-
pany offered up to 50 per-
cent discount on basic furni-
ture items.

Also, footwear manufac-
turers bagged huge spot
orders, as locally made low-
cost shoes and sandals have
earned reputation in the
international market.

Nawaz Ahmed, sales man-
ager of Rado Shoes, said his
company got export orders for
supplying 4,500 pairs of
women's sandals to Nepal.

The month-long show
displayed products such as
aluminum wutensils, leather
and leather goods, footwear,
handicrafts, agro-based
products, light-engineering
products, woven garments,
knitwear, jute and jute goods,

frozen foods and bicycles.

Home textiles, household
appliances, ceramic table-
ware, pharmaceuticals,
textile products, chemical
products, machinery, and
agriculture and gardening
equipment were also on
display.

The major foreign partici-
pants were India, Pakistan,
China, Sri Lanka, Iran,
Malaysia, Turkey and
Thailand.

The buyers from China,
Iran, Italy, the UK, Sweden,
Korea, Malaysia, Singapore
and Japan visited the exhibi-
tion to see Bangladesh's
leather items, ceramic ware,
jute goods and textile prod-
ucts, according to the EPB.

At the concluding cere-
mony, the organisers
awarded 43 participants in
different categories, includ-
ing best product quality,
women entrepreneur, for-
eign stalls and best decora-
tions.

Annisul Hug, president of
the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry,
and Mohammad Golam
Hossen, acting commerce
secretary, also spoke at the
function.

BB eases
banking
for farmers

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
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The Bangladesh Bank has
directed the state-owned
commercial and specialised
banks to allow farmers to
open accounts without bring-
ing them under KYC (know
your customer) criterion, said
acircularissued yesterday.

The BB in a circular last
month also asked these banks
to open farmers' accounts
with aninitial depositof Tk 10.

“The farmers won't need
to fill in the KYC forms, the
farmer's card is enough to
open the account,” said the
circular.

The central bank has
taken the decision so the
farm community can easily
get the subsidies provided
by the government.

The move comes in the
wake of complaints that the
farmers often face problems
while taking the government
benefits.

Sometimes they even
have to bribe the officials
concerned for receiving the
government services, said
BB officials.

BANGLALINK
Ahmed Abou Doma, chief executive officer of Banglalink, is seen with the company's distributors from across the country at its Distributors' Conference 2010

at Radisson Water Garden Hotel in Dhaka yesterday. Asher Yaqub Khan, chief commercial officer, Shihab Ahmad, marketing director, and Arif Mehmood Malik,
sales director of the company, were also present.

AT (HI#HT)/F/oH-0/3000/bs

TS SIS AT 36T TB, Yodo TEW WEWE! @ HEw Faw
wief4TRg Sieaea &y 4 4wy, < ¢ wadie g A (R /gres wiEn)/o)/se b/ w/crm apefE)
frmaer suir Tonf) waaanes e wefi® wreamt afednsm Fas oo
waHEAre e fry affe Mo crenas v Wik e o1

BT T
wterer farerst

THS, BIF]

ware faeefe

Tt Beere aE Wl SR

wifad: o8 (FFUE, 2030

wrafEe

AT T WIEAT 4 0 |

AT | weviE FIE AR | i A A S |

L e

3 T/ fEeE T A #Tea T, W [, TSa, Ui |

2 FTER AW -} -

I AT ACHE AT -

8 @ & neviE SZA XS A DS AFTRT A6TH Ao, 2050 AZT FATE! © GO I SHA
oo Al Teadn wabnew wey ey oy, ofe @ s 5ar et
(faf® amres SIS/ o1/w i mi/we o e amiEe embE Senf) |

¢ WOEE UEE A 8 EilEY | (W) e w-0/20 0 fub
wifads 08/o3/2030 |

b RE S T e e |

g ATED ' WA TeA ATETE AT |

br Vo (90T G SiaY ¢ 2050093 |

B waeld ae o e Sbr GRFHIR 200043 |

Yo VAT AT CF ©EY 6 | 33 CREFiE 2030fds T 00-00 o

L]
3 Vel AT SIY @ AT | 23 (WA 2odofd: T ov-oo WiHH |

33 WO [AEEE g9

fara =4y, a@«fon =EEE, SoF e, T7se, o |

¥ W SR g

ST TG, TBATST ST, W [T o7 S I

38 v CHTeE B

YT FGEE, AFoTe SEAFT, WoF 89 97 =57 7% |

b s RO WS CAETS]

AEFEB TG WSO (AT 2TOHITT W FIET RSweT) 7w L
VRMTSTIRE TUY FES IS oy G wMerm, Dudew 7g wrees AR
Hw, B0 Faw A, T AeH FAAw A90e 09 | BT, AFE AR

HENTE &0 WA |

M w2 FeTrEa o

8co (FIT=S GIE) SIS |

39 GBS =T

WA ©Fe Yrema 0% GRS |

S ViR TEIE SRS

WA (S '« FIoId W S 9L AT @PeATs [N -200k

Q7 WITECS Wa*ia JeNE 41 204 |

TS VR ST el

ﬂ‘ﬁ'ﬁﬁ"“l@rﬂﬁl

20 WO TEa AT 5P

YT SR, AGeTed ST, o [, THeT, 5 |

2% AT

(I -G @ du8, pilbro8d-b/adq |

22 s v

3) WAE “ AT ATt M 4ATe-300b” WATA! @IS 201 |
1) TEEEE FEE waeeaEEr e vetie /i o veE 99
ITE STl SRWArT I REE Y e Wi 9 TS S |

29 FEF T F1E% T ATSCET & G YT T2 7@ qiTen [ed] 4TS T FAS] AU |

ISR L EIH

(%)
(1)

fEfE-uoq

(F) oy FgERE, A efes S, Srem e, are, sRe-OF TR e afeds e ey @bras e
fefere witawem T FfEtem <€ @renas wada v F909 509 | @ oFE Fo1-fEe @ T
T SE T WA Qe A0 A4y o | Aed See wend famw e w

WA ANY W42 GT Fiae, DuEaa 7E wEed ARrdteg Fn, S0 FEe 79h, OE Ah0en) Thw 949
efEE T wiowen (T afednm STt Fem wiewes 7o w) T ARE T |

AFeifea Arafas Ab7, e, 59T WIS AENACNE I (B9 SHEE PNF TE GIFS Y] (-TEE T4
WA e TG Y 9% TTT WARS (FTSANT) ST TS 20 |

(e T TR FIRET

Y G

(FI92 BEERILE

Northern business leaders
stress upgrading Sonali
Bank's service

RAFIQUE SARKER, Rangpur
Business leaders in eight
northern districts urged
Sonali Bank to upgrade its
services for the sake of busi-
ness-friendly banking.

The leaders met the
Sonali Bank Ltd board of
directors on Saturday in a
meeting in Rangpur.

They called upon the
bank's management to cut
hassles to get bank loans to
set up agro-based industries
in the north.

“Assistant general man-
agers can sanction highest
loans of Tk 17 lakh. But
approval from the bank's
head office in Dhaka is a
must for getting the loan

R

from that local bank man-
ager,” said Abul Kashem,
senior vice-president of
Rangpur Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

"This led Rangpur busi-
nessmen to go to private
banks for such loans.”

Abdul Wahed, president
of Nilphamari Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
said the bank should lower
the bank loan interest rate
for entrepreneurs in the
district.

Tipu Munshi, Awami
League lawmaker, Kazi
Baharul Islam, chairman of
Sonali Bank Ltd, Abdur
Rouf Manik, mayor of
Rangpur Municipality, also
spoke.

PRIME BANK
Representatives from the syndicated loan providers visit the
project site of Sea Pearl Beach Resort and Spa at Inani Beach
at Cox's Bazar recently. Prime bank, as the lead arranger, will
raise a syndicated loan of Tk 85 crore for Sea Pearl Beach
Resort and Spa Ltd.

Commercial orange farming
expanding fast

Bss, Rangpur
Orange farming has been
expanding fast in
Panchagarh and Thakurgaon
where tea farming has
already got a stronger footage
bringing huge change in the
socio-economic conditions
of the people in the two dis-
tricts.

Presently, there are over
80,000 orange trees in 93
orange orchards occupying
104 hectares of land in four
upazilas in Panchagarh and
for Thakurgaon the number
of such trees is 30,000 in 48
hectares.

Besides, concerned agri-
culture departments and
organisations have planted
more 10,000 orange plantsin
the exhibition plots to popu-
larise its large-scale farming,
officials said.

Around 50 tonnes of
orange are now produced
annually in the districts and
the amount will surely

increase by 2011 to meet the
local demand, the officials

added.

This season, a total of
1,200 fruit giving orange
plants are giving excellent
yields and more than 1,500
farmers and sub-assistant
agriculture officers were
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provided trainings on this
fruit farming.

Besides, 50,000 saplings
of orange plants were pro-
duced in a huge nursery last
year to assist the people in
farming oranges in their
orchards, homesteads and
other places, experts said.

The Department of
Agriculture Extension has
also taken steps in expand-
ing and popularising orange
farming in Panchagarh and
Thakurgaon since 2006 and
so far trained over 6,000
farmers onit.

Momin Ullah, senior
monitoring and evaluation
officer of the Orange
Development Project, said
orange cultivation has bright
prospects to change the
overall socio-economy in the
region. Mizanur Rahman,
garden development officer,
also echoed the view.

A survey report submit-
ted to the Agriculture
Ministry mentioned that
huge quantities of oranges
have been in production on
commercial basis in nearby
Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri and
Shiliguri districts in India for
decades.

Considering these
aspects, the government
took up a five-year orange

farming programme from
2006 and started providing
necessary supports includ-
ing guality saplings,
trainings and technologies
to the farmers.

Few years back, the num-
ber of people farming
orange in orchards person-
ally or commercially was
very small.

Asir Uddin Ahammed,
Achinta Kumar Karkun,
Abdul Gaffar Chowdhury,
Jitendra Nath, Salah Uddin,
Mohir Uddin, Kakka
Pradhan, Abdur Rahman
and Abdul Jalil in different
Panchagarh villages are
some of the successful grow-
ersofthe juicy fruit.

These farmers suggested
more government
assistances for expanding
the fruit's commercial pro-
duction, as they got excel-
lent yields of oranges that
are rich in colour, tastes and
quality.

Asim Kumar Paul, garden
development officer of ODBE,
said orange growers can
earn Tk 11,000 from 250
plants on one bigha of land
in the first harvest and Tk 1
lakh from the fourth or fifth
harvests for 25 years
onwards and even up to 50
years.
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