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Lesson 13

QUESTIONS

Questions, Tag Questions & Contractions

with others we often ask and answer questions.

Read the following conversations. You will notice that while communicating

Material planned and prepared by
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: Haveyoumetour newneighbour?

: Yes, I have.

: Doyouknowwhathe does?

: No,Idon't. Wejustsaid 'hello’ to each other.

: Areyouan artist?

: No,I'mnot.

: Whatdoyoudo?

: I'mateacherof English.

: Wheredoyouteach?

: Atthe Govt. Boys' High School here.
: Doyoulike teaching?

: Oh,yes.Ifind it veryrewarding.

: Haveyouseen the film "Titanic'?
+ Yes, I have.

: Whendid you seeit?

: Justaweekago.

: Howdidyoulikeit?

:  Oh, itwas wonderful!

Tag Questions

However, there is a different kind of question that is
very common in English. This is known as the tag
question. A tag question is in fact a question in the
form of a statement + a question tag.

Tag questions are often used in conversational
English.

Read the following mini-dialogues:
a. : Thecolourisnice, isn'tit?
: Oh, yes. It's brilliant!
b. : Itisn'training, isit?
: No,Idon'tthinkso.
c. : Kakon has got ayounger sister, hasn't she?

: Yes, she has. Rina, [ think, is two years younger
than her.

d. : Wearen'ttoo late, are we?

: Notatall. People have juststarted comingin.

e. : Shujan had an exhibition last month, didn't
he?

: That'sright. It was a grand success!

Notice that generally in tag questions, when the
statement is positive, the tag is negative; and when
the statement is negative, the tag is positive. For
example,

Kakon has got ayounger sister, hasn 't she?
We aren'ttoo late, arewe?

Also notice that the auxiliary verb is repeated in the
tag.

Add a tag question to each of the following sen-
tences.

i. Youareastudent, {4

ii. Hehasgotacomputer, ?

iii. Shedoesn'tlike travelling, ?

iv. It'spossible tofixit, ?

v. Youwillhelp me, 4

vi. Hespeaksgood English, 2

vii. Youoncelived here, 2

viii. Nuruisyour cousin, 2

ix. Youcanswim, 2

x. Tagquestionsaren'tverydifficult, ?

Notice the questions in the conversations can be
divided into two types: yes/no questions and wh-
questions.

Yes/no questions are those which can be
answered by 'yes' or 'no’. However, to answer these
types of questions with just 'yes' or 'no’ is often too
abrupt, and also, not very polite. So, we often make
the answers more polite by adding a subject and
repeating the auxiliary verb, or the 'be' verb in the
questionswith 'yes' or 'no'.

For example,
Yes, Ido. No,Idon't. Yes, lam. No, you aren't, etc.

Yes/no questions usually have a rising intona-
tion, i.e. in asking the question the voice of the
speaker usuallyrises at the end of the sentence.

On the other hand, wh-questions begin with

Activity-2

A police officer is talking to one of the two young
men they have arrested from a college campus.
Make his statements into questions by adding tag
questions.

i. Youwere arrested at eleven o'clock today from

the college campus, ¢
ii. Youarenotastudentofthe college, 2
iii. You and your friend were riding a motorcycle,

4

iv. You knew that motorcycles were not allowed

in the campus, 2
v. You didn't stop when the campus police tried
to stopyou, ¢
vi. Infact,youtriedtohithimandescape, ?
vii. Youwere carrying fire weapons, ?
viii. Yourfriend was carryingabag, ?
ix. Therewasawirelesssetinsidethebag,  ?
x. Youwill tell me the truth now, 2

Now answer the policeman's questions in Activity-
2 using short answers. Use the prompts in brackets.

i. Yes, Iwas.(yes) Vi. (no)
ii. (yes) Vii. (no)
iii. (yes) viil. (no)
iv. (no) ix. (no)
V. (ves) %, (ves)

Complete the following dialogue by adding ques-

tion tags.
Habib: Hi, Nahar. You had a class at three today,
?

Nahar: That'sright.

Habib: Butyoudidn't gototheclass, ?

Nahar: Whydoyou ask?

Habib: Well, you went to see Monpura with Rimi,

?

Nahar: This is not fair, Habib. You aren't spying on
me, 2

Habib: No,I'm not. As a matter of fact, | went to see
the movie, too.

Nahar: You could come up and say 'hello’ to us,

?
Habib: Yes, thatl could.

wh-, such as, what, where, when, who, whom, why
and which, and cannot be answered with 'yes' or
'mo’. 'How', although it doesn't start with wh-, is
included in this type of question. For example,

Whatdoyoudo?
I'mabusinessman

Where do you live?

[live in Mirpur. (or, 'In Mirpur'.)
Who do you live with?

With my parents.

How old are they?

They are in their sixties.

Wh-questions generally have a falling intona-
tion, i.e. the voice of the speaker falls at the end of
the question.

Activity-5

Work in groups. First add a question tag to each

statement in A, and then match a response from B

with atag questionin A. One is done for you.

A. 1. Youarenotresigning from your job, areyou?
c. Whatelsecanldo?lhavenooption.
ii. Youcantype, ?
iii. Aslam worked as an accountant in a com-
panyforawhile,  ?
iv. Heisn'ttheonlydentistintown,___ ?
v. Youagreewithmyviewsoneducation, ____?

B. a. Yes,Idid acourselast month.
b. Well, actuallyheis.
c. Whatelsecanldo?have no option.
d. Yes,justbeforehegotthisjobinthebank.
e. Well, tosome extent, yes.

Activity-6

Question tags are best tested in single sentences.
Add question tags to the following sentences first.
Then work in pairs. Ask the questions and then
answer them promptly.

i. He'safootballer, 7

ii. HecomesfromBrazil,  ?

iili. Shelikestowatch Hindi films, 2
iv. Thatwasanexcellent movie, ?

v. Youwillwrite to me everyday, ?
vi. Younevertold herthat, ?

vii. Mannawillnevertellmealie, 7
viii. Youloveice-cream, don'tyou?

ix. Sabalooksbeautiful,  ?

X. Youaren'tbored, [4

Contractions

While practicing tag questions you may have
noticed that another typical feature of conversa-
tions is the use of contractions. We often hear peo-

plesay,
Who'sthere? It'sgreat! That's nottrue.
I'll see you tomorrow. etc.

A contraction is made out of two words. An apostro-
phe (') shows where a letter or letters have been left
out. Thus,

Iam=I'm Whois=Who's Iwill=I'll etc.
Many of our everyday expressions contain con-
tractions formed from verbs or modals plus the

word 'not’. For example, I can't believeit! You don't
mean it!lt won't happen again.Isn't it lovely!etc.

Notice that the contractions of can + not is can't,
and of will + not is won't. Also note that you cannot
have contraction of the verb am + not (x).

For example, the use of contraction in the sentence

I amn't sure! is wrong. But you can use contrac-
tionin thissentence in the following way,

I'mnotsure!

Activity-7

Replace the underlined words in each sentence
with a contraction. Can you see the fun in what is
being said?

: Soyouare goingto be a pilot. Qs
: Yes, I have high hopes. |'
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: Please tell me why you are
standing on the new side-
walk.

: We are cementing our friendship!

: Oh, sheisalwayschanging her mind.

: I hope one day she will find one she wants to
keep.

: Telluswhere we will be able to hear a stars sing.

: You will be able to hear them sing in the opera
house.

Language Focus

We usually use tag questions when we want the
other to agree with what we are saying.

Tag questions encourage or invite the other
person to have the same opinion as the speaker.
For example, when I ask my friend, “Do you like
chocolate?”, I am expecting either a 'yes' or a
'no' answer.

But when I ask someone, “You like chocolate,
don't you?”, I'm indirectly encouraging the
other personto say, “Yes, 1 do".

With tag questions the proper use of intona-
tion is important. By intonation we mean, the
pitch or the up and down of the voice. There are
two intonations that can be used with tag ques-
tions.

i. Voice rises at the end (rising intonation).
This means the speaker is asking for infor-
mation. Even though the speaker expects to
hear 'yes', he or sheisnotreally sure.

ii. Voice drops at the end (falling intonation).
The speaker is pretty sure of himself or her-
self. However, the speaker is politely asking
forthe other's agreement.
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