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Solo Printmaking

Exhibition

Artist: Kamruzzaman
Venue: Zainul Gallery,
University of Dhaka
Date: February 9-15
Time: 12pm-8pm

Solo Photography Film Screening Solo Drawing
Exhibition Organiser: High Exhibition
Photographer: Karine b Commission of India Title: Introspective
Venue: Radius Centre, Cultural Centre Linearity

Venue: Indian Cultural Artist: Habibur Rahman

Bay's Galleria, 57,

Centre, H- 35, R- 24, Venue: Gallery Chitrak, H-

A boost to developing

reading habits

Ekushey Book Fair in Pabna begins

AHMED HuMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna
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The three-week long Ekushey Book Fair
began in Pabna on Saturday. Ekushey Book
Fair Celebration Committee, Pabna has
organised the event at Pabna town hall pre-
mises. Speaker of the Parliament, Advocate
Abdul Hamid, inaugurated the fair on Satur-
day evening amidst much festivity. A discus-
sion and cultural programme were held at
the inaugural ceremony.

Advocate Abdul Hamid urged all to encour-
age developing reading habits among the
youngsters. Referring to the spirit of the Lan-
guage Movement, the speaker called upon
everyone to uphold the values of the move-
ment. "The Language Movement is the origin
ofthe LiberationWar," he said.

"Books are sources of knowledge and infor-
mation. We have to develop reading habits to

ensure an enlightened society,” he added.
Abdul Hamid also stressed the need to hold

such events and cultural programmes to
generate interest in our heritage among the
people.

President of Ekushey Book Fair Celebration
Committee, Pabna, Sultan Ahmed chaired the
inauguration programme. Lawmaker of
Dhaka-8 and also the Chairman of Parliamen-
tary Committee Rashed Khan Menon and
lawmaker of Pabna-5 Golam Faruk Khandaker,
among others, spoke on the occasion.

The speakers were of the view that this is
a laudable example of a book fair in the
district level.

Later, local artistes performed music and
dance at the fair Ashraf Hossain Rabi and
Nasima Ashraf conducted the cultural
programme. Highlight of the event were patri-
oticsongs.

Around 40 stalls have been set up at the
fair which will continue till February 25.
Discussions and cultural programmes
would be held every evening at the fair
premises, said organisers.

Speaker of the Parliament, Advocate Abdul Hamid, inaugurates the fair amidst festivity.
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Programmes

to mark Amar
Ekushey by
Sangskritik Jote

A fortnight-long cultural
programme by Sammilita

G”tﬁ*_"a" Avenue Gulshan-1 21, R-4, Dhanmondi.
Date: February 6-19 Film: Sagarika Date: February 5-11
Time: 10am-8pm Date: February 26 Time: 10am-8pm
Time: Gpm
e —

Renowned cultural personalities
honoured in Rajshahi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi
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Rajshahi Sangskritik Shangha accorded
reception to seven noted personalities of

Sangskritik Jote (SS]) to com- | Rajshahi recently for their contribution
memorate Amar Ekushey to different fields of culture and sports at
begins from today (February the Padma Ranga Mancha.

8) at the Central Shaheed
Minar premises, says a press
release.

Finance Minister Abul Mal
Abdul Muhith will inaugu-
rate the festival as the chief
guest. The programme will
continue till February 21.
The fortnight programme
will feature music, dance,
theatre, recitation and more.
Different associated organi-

The honoured personalities are: noted
singer Rafiqul Alam, sports commentator
Khoda Baksh Mridha, actor Abdul Aziz,
footballer Shamsul Islam Mollah, classi-
cal singer Manjusree Roy, playwright
Moloy Kumar Bhoumik and sculptor
Mrinal Haque.

Speakers at the function, held Friday
night, underscored the need to uphold
and nurture our cultural heritage to resist
fundamentalism.

They observed that the country
remained deviated from its founding
principles while development hindered
for many years as there was a rise in fun-
damentalism. A revival in mass cultural
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The awardees (back row) seen with Mayor AHM Khairuzzaman Liton (front
row-C) and other distinguished guests at the programme.

a life without any trace of culture is “living
like an animal.” He urged politicians to
act immediately to encourage cultural
activities instead oflip service.
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy DG,
Kamal Lohani said that Bangladesh was
once rich in natural resources and has

University and Anisur Rahman, GS,
Rajshahi Sangskritik Shangha spoke at
the event. Vice president Md.
Amiruzzaman was in the chair. The
Shangha published a memorial maga-
zine, edited by Mamunur Rashid Mukul,
on the occasion.

sations of SH] will take partat practices could be vital to fight that, they  peen known for its communal harmony. Chief guest, Rajshahi Mayor AHM
the programme. said. ) ‘ _ “We may have lost our treasures due toa Khairuzzaman Liton, emphasised on

Another cultural They ?ISP demanded immediate trial deep rooted conspiracybutsurelywecan importance of honouring accomplished
programme by SSJ will com- ofwar criminals. overcome any scheme against out cul- individuals. He said, “Talents are not

mence on February 19 at the
Rabindra Sharobar,
Dhanmondi and will simul-
taneously run with the
Shaheed Minar programme.
At Rabindra Sharobar, Fayez
Ahmed, the founding conve-
nor of SSJ will inaugurate the
programme.

Golam Kuddus, vice presi-
dent of §S] is the convenor of
the Shaheed Minar festival,
while Mannan Heera,
another vice president of SS]
is the convenor of the
Rabindra Sharobar
programme.

Speaking at the programme, eminent
littérateur Hassan Azizul Haque said that

tural identity.”
Among others, Rahmat Ali of Dhaka

born in a land where they are not hon-
oured.”

Accomplished persons bag honours

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah
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A colourful procession was brought out
recently in Kotchandpur upazila town and
made its way through all the important
roads of the town on the occasion of the
20th anniversary of Mitali Shahitya Cul-
tural Sangsad and Mitali Sangeet Acad-
emy at Kotchandpur upazila in Jhenidah
recently. Twenty two accomplished per-
sons were honoured as part of the
programme in Jhenidah sadar upazila and
Kotchandpurupazilarespectively.

Of them, 13 persons, including a child

S artiste, were awarded the Mitali padak-

2010 and certificates at Kotchandpur
Poura Pataghar auditorium. In the eve-
ning an entertaining cultural function
was held.

Educationist Md. Shamsur Rahman
was present as chief guest while Mayor
Salauddin Bulbul Sidol; Upazila Acting
Chairman Mohammad Ekramul Hag;
Upazila AL president Sharifunnessa Miki
were special guests.

The Mitali Padak-2010 awardees are
Younus Ali Mollah, Jiarul Hossain, Abdul
Khalek Biswas, Nazim Uddin Julius,
Shanto Joarder, Shahinur Alam Liton,
Suvash Das, Shahidul Islam, Sayed
Shafikul Islam Akram, Mostafa Kamal

Bulu, Mohammad Yeasin Ali, Ashit
Ghosh, Khaja Samadullah Tutul and child
artist Nishat Anjum Urmi.

A day earlier nine talented persons
were honoured and a cultural function
was held at Zilla Shilpokala Academy in
Jhenidah.

Deputy Commissioner, Roma Rani
Roy of Jhenidah was present as chief
guest while Police Super Mohammad
Rezaul Karim of Jhenidah, and Azizur
Rahman district AL general secretary
were special guests.

Naser Shahriar Jahedi Mahul chair-
man of Radiant group was the main
discussant.
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