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Sri Lanka's Nayana Prasad Hewage goes airborne as he completes a routine during the men's long jump event of the 11th South Asian
Games at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday. Prasad won silver.

V.Y Cricket

“We had to go for a semi-
defensive field as there was not
much help for spinners. There

cleaning up the stumps in
spectacular fashion.
Kallis and Amla then stead-

Kallis, Amla lead SA

the series between the world's
top two teams begins in
Kolkata on February 14.

AFP, Nagpur was a bitofturnbutitwasnota jed the innings, putting on 103  South Africa can snatch back
rank turner.” runs off 33 overs in the post- the number one Test ranking

Jacques Kallis and Hashim Amla reached his eighth |unch period and another98in fromIndia if they win the series

Amla slammed unbeaten 1est century in style, hitting the finalsession. while the hosts need justa draw

centuries to help South Africa Part-time spinner Virender Kallis looked confident toremainontop.

seize the momentum on the Jehwagforafourtothesquare- against the spinners, slog- SCOREBOARD

opening day of the first Test leg boundary. sweeping Harbhajan Singh g rehoard at stumps on the

against India on Saturday:.
Kallis scored 159 and Amla

Kallis completed his 34th
Test ton to join India's Sunil
Gavaskar and West Indian

twice forahugesixand afourin
an over to race to his 53rd Test

opening day of the first Test
between India and South

made 115 as the tourists recov- 3 ; : half-centuryoff 75 balls. Afri the Vidarbh ick
Brian Lara in third place on the s g ca at the Vi a Cricket
ered from a shaky 6-2 to reach all-time list of tgp century e g difficult start - aqgociation Stadium in Nagpur
291-2 at close after electing to getters in the morning but we recov- 5, Saturday:
bat at the Vidarbha Cricket ™"y 4505 gachin Tendulkar S0 fantastically” said South  SQUTHAFRICA:Firstinnings
Association Stadium in . 4o ihelistwith45 centuries, Alrica s batting (coach Kepler SmithbZaheer 6
Nﬂgpl.ll'. followed h?' Australian EHPP'E[ Wessels. Prince c Dhonib Zaheer 0
The duo shared 285 runs for Ricky Ponting on 39. "It was an awesome perfor- Amlanotout 115
the unbroken third wicket to India's bowlers laboured ™mance by Kallis and Amla.  gallisnotout 159

post South Africa's highest
partnership against India for

without luck after tasting
success in the morning session

Their shot selection was very
good. You don't often see

Extras: (b-4,1b-2, nb-5) 11
Total: (Fortwowkisin91 overs) 291

an'_-,rwic_ket. when pace spearhead Zaheer Harbhajan go through without Tg bat: De Villiers, Duminy,
Kallis has so far hit 13 fours  ghan (2-67) sent back openers amaiden. Theyhadaverygood Boucher, Steyn, Parnell,
and two sixes in his 290-ball Ashwell Prince and Graeme 8ame plan against Harbhajan Morkel, Harris.
knock while Amla also opened  Smithinafiery openingspell. and executed it perfectly.” Fall of wickets: 1-5, 2-6.
up to play some fine shots after Prince was out for a duck, Injury-hit India, missing the Bowler OM R W
a sedate start to his 225-ball caught behind by Dhoni in the experiencedtrioofRahul Dravid, Zaheer 20 5 67 2
innings. fifth overwhen he failedtofend Venkatsai Laxman and Yuvraj Sharma 17 2 4 0
“Kallis and Amla batted off a bouncer, ﬂ]t_hnugh TV Sillgh, awarded Test caps to I—la_rhhajan 21 DO B8l 0
reallywell," said Indian captain  replays suggested the ball Subramaniam Badrinath and Mishra 26 2 71 0
Mahendra Singh Dhoni. "But  brushed past his arm guard WriddhimanSaha. Sehwag T 1.2 10
our bowlers also did a decent ratherthan the gloves. Saha came in only because INDIA: Sehwag, Gambhir,
job as the wicket was rather The pacer struck againinhis  Rohit Sharma, called in as cover  Vijay, Tendulkar, Badrinath,
slow. Theywereabitunluckyas next over to remove Smith (six) for Laxman, hurt his left ankle Dhoni, Saha, Harbhajan,
the ball missed the edge on with a ball that moved through duringwarm-upbeforethetoss. =~ Zaheer, Mishra, Sharma.
quite a few occasions. the gap between bat and pad, The second and final Testof Toss: South Africa

India, SL

FROM PAGE 17
(24.63 sec) by 14th of a second.

India’s Jumanu Murmu got the
bronzewith atiming of24.87 sec.

Bangladesh's two finalists
Ishrat Zahan Eva came fifth
with a timing of 25.64 sec
while Nazmun Nahar Beauty
came seventh at 26.20 sec.
This event was a token par-
ticipation for Beauty, the
country's fastest female
sprinter, and she was
included in the event only at
the eleventh hour despite

Akmal vows to improve

. £t

\@I Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

Kamran Akmal, the Pakistan wicketkeeper, has
said he is keen to move on and improve as a
wicketkeeper following a tough tour of Australia,
where he came under great scrutiny. He said it
was normal for all players to go through a bad
patch once in a while and that the important
thingwas tolearn from each experience.

board the advice from colleagues and friends.”
Akmal said advice from former
wicketkeepers like lan Healy and Wasim Bari has
been forthcoming. He said his Australian coun-
terpart Brad Haddin also spent time with him in
Hobart, the venue of the third Test of that series.
"lan Healy has been very helpful to me and
given me some excellent technical advice and
tips,” Akmal said. "You can't ignore advice from
a wicketkeeper of such experience and pedi-
gree. Brad [Haddin] chatted with me in Hobart

about some technical issues and told me to

hEi.}lE nnttqtazl{l]‘_s,{r};flilt. o The nadir for Akmal was the second Test at keep my chin up. I'm so appreciative of the
emen's sprint go : : . ; 2 ;
was grabbed by India's Abdul the SCG, dropping Michael Hussey three times advice and time that both Healy and Haddin

Najeeb Qureshi (21.16 sec)
beating Shehan Saearuwan

Abeypitiyage of Sri Lanka

(21.19 sec) and Liagat Ali of
Pakistan (21.27 sec). There was

frustration for hosts as Khalilur
Rahman pulled a hamstring

off Danish Kaneria on the third day after miss-
ing a run-out chance. He also dropped Peter
Siddle off Mohammad Sami on the fourth

morning. Hussey went on to score an unbeaten
134 and helped stretched Australia's lead from
80 - at the end of the third day - to 175. Pakistan

were the favourites to win on the fourth day but

gave me and I'll always be grateful to them."

He was also contacted by Bari, the former
Pakistan wicketkeeper, who is now an official
with the Pakistan Cricket Board. "Wasim Bari
phoned me up after the Sydney Test match and
we had a good chat. Wasim encouraged me and
also told me to keep my spirits up. He is a very

before the final while the other | folded for 139 andlostthematchby36runsand experienced wicketkeeper and his advice was

& » ® participant Mizanur Rahman with it the series. Sarfraz Ahmed replaced him also muchappreciated.”
D Ouble - uP A t al failed to make it to the final. for the third Test. Pakistan endured a miserable tour, losing all
u S r 1 a — ln l e S "Even the greatest players who have played three Tests, five ODIs and the Twenty20. Akmal
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to watch the event and they

backed the local golfers
throughout the game.

Dulal's parents were also
present on the final day and
they expressed their delight at
their son's heroics.

Jamal, who led Bangladesh
to the team gold with seven
under par 137 in the 36-hole

first ODI today

iE J Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

format suits Gayle even better and 146 from 89
balls against the Prime Minister's XI was a handy
warm-up. He hasn't made an ODI century
against Australia but given the form he's in, this

GAMES GALLERY
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"I'm really disappointed but
you know we have had lack of
practice before the competition
as the ammunition came late,”
complained wveteran Sabrina,
who lost the individual silver in
the five-bullet shooting after her
score was tied with Indian

the game have gone through rough patches in
their career. Even the likes of Ricky Ponting
have gone through slumps in their form,"
Akmal told Pakpassion.net. "The most impor-
tant thing for me to concentrate on is how I
bounce back from this. The Sydney Test match
was a horrible experience. There is no point in
making excuses over events in Sydney.

"All I can do is to work hard on my cricket,
learn from the events of Sydney and take on

said that despite the series of defeats, the whole
team had learnt plenty by just observing the
professional work ethic of their opponents.

"It's tough, cricket in Australia, it's hard
work and you are thoroughly tested in every
aspect of your game. The preparation of the
Australians and their attention to detail is
something that we can all learn from. There are
so many things we can take from this tour and
use to improve our cricket.”

competition, was Emderstand- is the perfect opportunity. "I'm looking forward Hema Kharati Chetri.

Elhl:f IIPSEt after gnmg down to West Indies kicked off Australia’s home summer to it, i GEIYIE said. "I think over here in Australia it MUIEF scored hl‘ghf_zﬁt; 568 &

Dulal and blamed himself for | ;4 o they're back to finish it off with five actuallysuits mybatting. Thewickets herehavea | 0 2150 confirm the individual

nﬂtqplﬂ}‘lﬂg“fﬂuﬂﬂﬂwﬁﬂﬂl d_ﬂ}'- ODIs and two Twenty20s after the Australians bit more pace and a bit more bounce. I like the gold while Chetri, f‘”hﬂ e re a a C rals e S
[ am feeling sad after losing completed a tri-format clean-sweep of Pakistan.  ballcomingon to the bat." the five-bullet shooting to win

it because [ was on the verge of
triumph. It is disappointing to
lose the match despite having
led till the third round,” said a

Chris Gayle's men showed more consistent
fight in the Test series than did Mohammad
Yousuf's team and they have started their return
leg of the Australian tour well, by posting a

It will be interesting to see whether
Harris can continue his remarkable form against
a new opponent. Harris burst on to the scene
with back-to-back five-fours against Pakistan

the silver, scored 564 and
Anjuna Jung contributed 555

to amass 1,687 points.
Sri Lanka finished third to

his charges

frustrated al. L ; : secure the team bronze with

EI waEsi!EﬂH;rfu T g, 77 Femarkahleﬁfpr?:ﬂﬂ - nf:which'{}_a}rle _made 146- andwas s0 impressive that hemfasnamed Player KGD Pradeepika (556), HRP
game today [Saturday], but I | 4j§l?vﬁﬂghmﬁt ﬂlEtP“mE M{];“EIET E}EILKi of ﬂlcfl SEIII_EFS' EEE%{tE not Pl‘iﬂ_{lﬂﬁg %]Ewi:jmt t:m""]f]‘} Ramani (545) and BIRS | prisha Crick five sixes and eight fours in his 40-ball 83.
faced problem in swing and i o e e i e vnin o e L Buthpitiya (553) combined to \@ I ricket “Ithought Bangladesh, for probably 20 overs

putting that let me down. The
problem started at the 14th
hole and it took me two
strokes more than the fourand
that's why I got behind," said
Jamal, who scored 69, 68, 71
and 72 in his respective four
rounds.

Jamal, however, was happy
to see that he lost to his com-
patriot Dulal and the gold
stayed in the country.

Pollard, who thrilled Australian crowds during
the Big Bash last month, but the loss of Dwayne
Bravo due to a broken thumb is a big blow to a
team already missing Ramnaresh Sarwan and
Shivnarine Chanderpaul. It is a while since this
outfit has played 50-over cricket, though. The
player-board crisis meant a second-string team
was sent to the Champions Trophy having also
lost at home to Bangladesh and Gayle hasn't led
a full-strength ODI team since early July.

For Australia, the challenge is to attempt to
maintain the superb winning run they have
enjoyed in the 50-over format over the past few
months. Since the start of the post-Ashes one-
dayers in the United Kingdom, Australia have
won a remarkable 20 of 24 ODIs, with a dead-
rubber loss to England and two defeats at the
hands of India their only blemishes.

Chris Gayle proved during the Test series that

suit the MCG pitch if it's as quick as during
Friday's Twenty20, but containing Gayle is a
different task to restricting the Pakistan openers.

Australia's selectors face a decision over which
in-form fast bowler to leave out. Doug Bollinger is
back in the squad after resting for the final two
0DIs against Pakistan, while Harris, Clint McKay
and Mitchell Johnson are all in good form. The rest
of the side basically picks itself, with James Hopes
likely to be squeezed out once again.

SQUADS

AUSTRALIA (possible): Shane Watson, Shaun
Marsh, Ricky Ponting (captain), Michael Clarke,
Cameron White, Michael Hussey, Brad Haddin,
Mitchell Johnson, Nathan Hauritz, Ryan Harris,
Clint McKay/Doug Bollinger.

WEST INDIES (possible): Chris Gayle (captain),
Travis Dowlin, Lendl Simmons, Runako Morton,

gather 1,654 points.

Rumi brings
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beating Indian Surendra

Bhandari while Sri Lanka's
Sugath Weradawage and
Pakistan's Rehmat Jan won
bronze.

Afghanistan also won the
men's 63kg category gold
medal beating Manandhar.

Bhutan's Sonam Dorji
and Pakistani Naveed Khan
won bronze medals in the
event.

CRICINFO, undated

New Zealand coach Mark Greatbatch, in his
first series in charge, has praised the way his
players powered to a 146-run win in the first
ODI in Napier, after Bangladesh had them
under pressure early on.

New Zealand lost two wickets at 19, and
stumbled to 135 for 5, before Jacob Oram
and Neil Broom hit attacking half-
centuries to lift the score to 336 for 9. Peter
Ingram, on debut, made 69 as an opener
and a brisk 32 by the captain Daniel Vettori
also aided New Zealand's late assault.
Oram was particularly brutal, smashing

of the game - bowling and batting - put us
under pressure but we soaked that up,”
Greatbatch told Press Association. "We proba-
bly lost a couple of wickets too many in that
middle stage but they kept playing positively
and thatsetusuptogetto330."

Greatbatch singled out Broom and Oram for
praise. They added 123 in 11.1 overs for the
seventh wicket to take the initiative away from
Bangladesh. "Neil was exceptional because it
was a mature knock for a guy who hasn't really
had a lot of success in one-day cricket,"
Greatbatch said. "I thought Jacob Oram's all-
round performance, particularly his batting,
was exceptional.

he enjoys batting in Australia and he was the Kieron Pollard, Dwayne Smith, Denesh = - - £ :
Player of the Series having made contrasting Ramdin, Darren Sammy, Nikita Miller, Ravi (_JROS SWO RD B].’ E ngene bh{%{]ﬁar
hundreds in Adelaide and Perth. The one-day Rampaul, Kemar Roach.
ACROSS 35 Afore- 58 Citi Field 11 Tote-
5 & 1 Lecture men- player board
hall VIP tioned 59 Cavern, informa-
lC ra e S Ow ers l 5 English 36 “Psycho” poetically tion
channel? star 16 Restau-
8 Show- Janet DOWN rant
‘ back stress fractures and It's hard to argue with room 38 Choose 1 Lakeside list
Cricket Australia's attack at times has Ponting after Australia's sample 40 Say it's structure 20 Fond
looked more like a state list Twenty20 win against Pakistan 12"The okay 2 Wander du —,
CRICINFO, undated than an international group. when Tait, Dirk Nannes and EUSL‘: 41 S_tE“tD' 3 As Fﬂ_:j 54 I"f'&t
It is the success of those pitchell Toh all i g i SAVRE.
Ricky Ponting Balleves sibw men thet has thillled. & o0 lounson ‘were locale 43 Suture 4 Lan- 24 Fish
< : ; ; ! regularly in the 150kph region. “
Australin's sk 1o th | 13 “Go, 45 Less guage eggs
pace att 1s the Ponting. Since Clint McKay's (oo . o5 pin v o S " - ; F 25 Villai
pestan fhe word el hasL  debus 10 November 00 capah?e of those speeds is 14"3?:5" ?neﬂss 5 ?n al 27 Cla’tE:II:
fuleduut Sl‘{aunTalt.hemg used Austra‘llan has t.:ilkEI‘l more. . beardofand Tait and Amatoria” 47 Popular general call?
in one-day internationals after than his 17 ODI wickets, Ryan : :
3 Aoty ; Nannes are not even part of the poet sport fish terms 29 Recline
breaking the 160kph barrier in Harris has played four one- oD sid P 15 Erom 51 Big & Taven 30 Banned
Frliizfy night's Twenty20 win. dayers and ﬂll‘Eﬂ[‘i}" hgs a S, ROW of fusses 7 Payment bug killer
Tait's man-of-the-match Player-of-the-Series title, 17 Fix 52 Assess method 32 The Me
performance in his first game Doug Bollinger continues to 1 18lthada 54 Encoun- 8 Papa Genera-
for Australiain a year served as  make himself a star and Shane Indlal Nepal big part ter ng!ljn's tion? CRYPTOQUIP
another reminder of the depth Watson's bowling has rromPAGE 17 in the 55 Melody rival 34 Parvenu :
in the country's fast-bowling improved dramatically. Nepal's Anu Lama scored a Bible 56 Young 9 Ultimately 37 Colora- % 'k EMx R LBRRY BLLEXR
ranks, which has been tested "Ithink the depth thatwe've  hattrick while skipper Jamuna 19 Adheres lice resulting tion D T R P M D R 7ZR M
over the past few months. got now as far as our fast- GurungandParmilaRaistruck 21 Not Rep. 57 Links 10 Chinese 39 Blue H - - “ .
Brett Lee (elbow) hasn't bowling goes is outstanding,” braces to complete the drub- or Dem. stats dynasty shade LUBRHVDSUVE, S QMLGC
played since the early stages of Ponting said ahead of the first bing of the Pakistani girls. The 22 “Critique  Solution time: 21 mins. 42 Reverie
the India tour in October, ODI against West Indies. "It winnersled the first half4-0. of Pure  [clA[R[PIATRIFIlID[OIMIE] 44 Twisted PDE VORE ¥SZRE OSF TDQP.
Stuart Clark (back) knows his would have to be the best India finished the group HE;?]ED" F: : - SE E 5' g E ‘:.; 45 S’ack
international career is all but group offastbowlers anywhere  stage with fourwins out of four BEr Ol BB BEEDE e . e
over, Peter Siddle (back) is out in the world right at the followed by Nepal who won gg Eﬁ_gt:;i DIE BV ;%F :g 'plf:gggma Yesterday's Cryptoguip: AT THE DEMOLITION
for the season and Ben moment. We were most threeoftheir fourmatches. . il B3 L ke 3 L La u
Hilfenhaus (knee) has not stretched in India in the one- Bangladesh take on 5ri 28 E;;?I:Liﬂa '5 ? ::: 3 A é ﬁ - A -Ir : E : - EBE?:F COMPANY, 1 RECENTLY HEARD SOME
appeared for Australia since day series we had over there a  Lanka for the third place today skills E%[l, il S| T dog EMPLOYEES MIGHT ORGANIZE TO DEMAND A
the first Test of the summer. few months ago and we had at the Bangabandhu National 91 Made on [FlilElAB@oli 15lF 50 Egg con- :
Throw in Nathan Bracken's probably five or six of our guys Stadium. India will face Nepal a loom rIO[E[SMO[V]A tainer? RAZE.
knee surgery and fringe player injured and back in Australia in the final on Monday also at 33 Addressee [CIGILIEEMEIE|L 53 Com :Bta \ . ) :
Brett Geeves being out with but...thedepthisterrific.” the Big Bowl. 2 Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals Y



