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Solo Printmaking
Exhibition

Artist: Kamruzzaman
Venue: Zainul Gallery,
University of Dhaka
Date: February 9-15
Time: 12pm-8pm

Solo Printmaking National Street
Exhibition Theatre Festival
Artist: Sadek Ahmed Organiser: Bangladesh
Venue: Zainul Gallery, Group Theatre
University of Dhaka Federation

Date: February 1-7 Venue: Central Shaheed
Time: 12pm-8pm Minar premises

Date: February 1-7

A kaleidoscope of colours

Cultural function marking inauguration of

SA Games

IQBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet

A colourful cultural function, titled
Ushu, was held on Wednesday
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with the presentation of a group
dance, accompanied with a
patriotic song “Ranga mati
makhbo boley Shohor thekey
niruddesh” by the artistes of

night to mark the inauguration of ~ Sylhet district Shilpakala Acad-

the South Asian Games. Around emy . Nilanjana Dass Jui

15,000 enthusiastic peopletumed  directed thedances.

up at the programme, held at the Then came the vocals sec-

SylhetStadium. tion, with “Surma nadir tirey
Noted singers Shakila Zafar  amar thikana rey”, “Ekti Bangla-

and Subir Nandi participatedin  desh tumi jagroto janitar”, “O

the three-hour presentation,

amar desher mati”, "Durgam

directed by LSantana Devi.
Subir Nandi presented his
popular songs, “Tomar e
jonney fosholer swapno”, “Din
jai Kotha thakey”, “Tumi emon
jal petechho sangsharey”, "Pran
kandey, man kandey rey’, “O
amar ural pankhirey” and more.
Shaklila Zafar went on the
dias with her "Tomakey dekhley
mounata bhuley jai”, "Tumi
amar prothom sakal” and "Jejon
premer bhab janeyna”.

The cultural function began with the presentation of a group dance.

while artistes from Sylhet staged
an attractive Manipuri dance,
patriotic songs and more.

After the formal inaugura-
tion and march-past by the
participating teams from SA
countries, young ones from the
government- run Rainagar
Girls' Orphanage and Bagbari
Boys' Orphanage presented

giri” and “"Teer hara ei dheuer
sagar, among others. The
singers then went on stage with
Hason Rajas's "Matir pinjirar
majhe” and more. The group
included, Himangshu Biswas,
Lovely Dev, Liton Roy, Animesh
Bijoy Chowdhury, Shamim
Ahmed, Antara Biswas Pinki,
Mitali Chakravarty and Sajia

colourful programmes with BinteyRahik
patriotic songs. The Manipuri artistes pre-
The cultural function began sented a colourful group dance,
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Anindia Dass Mom and
Shehjin Waziha Hossain con-
ducted the function.

The Finance Minister for-
mally inaugurated the Sylhet
venue by releasing pigeons
while State Minister for Sports-
Ahad Ali Sarker, Chinese
Ambassador to Bangladesh

Time: 4pm onwards

Emotion In Black: Solo Print
Exhibition of Sadek Ahmed

A CORRESPONDENT
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'Image of Life”, the first solo print exhibition of
Sadek Ahmed, began on February 1 at Zainul
Gallery, Faculty of Fine Arts.

Most of the paintings revolve around the
ubiquitous rickshaws and the lives of the
rickshaw-pullers.

As Ahmed explains,” [ will not, as an artist, sit
in the luxury of a Dhanmondi or Gulshan resi-
dence and paint. [ would rather endeavour to
depict the lives, lifestyles and emotions of
Puran Dhaka (Old City ), or 1will sit by a quiet
river and paint, or maybe [ will explore rurallife
and expressit through myworks."

This young artist has already received
recognition for his remarkable use of shapesin
his images and his distinct use of water
colours. In this print exhibition, Sadek has also
articulately expressed the more subtle and
enclosed aspects of our surroundings. His
work is a voice of all those people who have
been forced into silence by society. In “Image
of Nature-2" there is a feeling of such a forced
silence, as if in any moment the images will
speak out. Maybe they have been silenced by
the restraints of poverty and social status.

In “Rainy Day-2 “, the shades and reflec-
tions in the dark contrast have imbued the
painting with a somewhat ghostly look, very
similar to the gloomy, wet appearance of a
rainy day. The work also demonstrates a typi-
cal scene of the .Old City

"To me black is the best medium. This
colour has the ability to create the most
expressions and emotions, " he says. This
explains the use of darkness in his paintings,
that sometimes reflect a golden glow, as in the
painting “Morning Light".

"These people who live hard lives do not
also have colourful dreams. They dwell in the
dark as well, with onlya hope of survival."

Sadek says that the lives of the common
people appeal to him. What they do, how they

Most of the prints revolve around the ubiquitous
rickshaws and the lives of the rickshaw-pullers.

design and pattern has been so intricately cut
into, and ingrained into the painting that it
symbolises a common sense which is consis-
tent to the philosophy of the artist.

Interestingly most of the paintings have the
same lurking feeling of hope and despon-
dence mixed in harmony. The artist relates
this paradoxical phenomenon to the lives of
rickshaw-pullers that are also a mixture of
hope and disappointment.

Sadek has recently finished his academics.
So after studies, what will he do next? "I will
workas afreelance print-maker.”

Although this was the artist's first solo
exhibition, he has participated in numerous
group exhibitions from 2001. The artist has
also won Best Award in Water Colour, Best

Zheng Qingdian and the Sylhet live, all these inspire his creativity. Award in Print Making and "Rembrandt-400"
City Mayor Badaruddin Patterns and shapes, features have alltaken honourable award. He has also taken part in
Ahmed Kamran were the main up special meaning when put together. For manyworkshops.

speakers. example in the painting “Lyric of still life” each Today is the last day of the exhibition.

Solo Drawing

Title: Introspective
Lineanty

Artist: Habibur Rahman
Venue: Gallery Chitrak, H-
21, R-4, Dhanmondi.
Date: February 5-11

Time: 10am-8pm

Mina Day observed

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna

With the theme 'Build Child-Friendly Education’, 'Mina
Day' was observed in Pabna last Thursday. The District
Primary Education Office (DPEQO) organised day long
programmes which included a discussion, rally, children's
competition and a cultural programme at Pabna PTI pre-
mises.

District Primary Education Officer, Dilruba Begum,
chaired the discussion while Deputy Commissioner, Pabna,
Dr. AFM Monjur Kadir was the chief guest. Among the spe-
cial guests, Additional Deputy Commissioner, Mohammad
Saidur Rahman; UNICEF official Shanjit Kumar Das; PTI
superintendent Abdus Salam Sikder spoke on the occasion.

“ Primary school students are innocent. If ill treated in
educational institutions, they will be scared. On the other
hand with child friendly education, their learning will be
deep rooted,” said the speakers, going on to add that educa-
tion of the girl child, is imperative. Focusing on the role of
'Mina’, they said that the character would spur other female
students as well as primary education in general. Earlier, a
colourful rally was brought out from Pabna PTI premises
and paraded the main streets of the district headquarter. The
rally was brought out with the participation of teachers,
primary education government officials and children of
primary schools.

A painting competition and essay writing competition
were the other sidelights of '"Mina Day'. At least 100 children
from various primary schools of the district participated in
the competitions.

This was followed by a cultural programme. A play titled
“Tunir Bhubon" was staged with the theme of the importance
of primaryeducation and the role of education in society.

Ichamati Shangha, a theater organisation, staged the
drama, directed by dramatist Bhaskar Chowdhuri. A musical
recital by young children also drew attention.
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A play titled “Tunir Bhubon” was staged with the theme
of the importance of primary education in society.
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