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Solo Printmaking

Exhibition

Artist: Kamruzzaman
Venue: Zainul Gallery,

Solo Printmaking

Exhibition

Artist: Sadek Ahmed
Venue: Zainul Gallery,

Musical Soiree

Singers: Dalia Nausheen
and Azad Hafiz
Organiser: Indian Culture

Solo Photography
Exhibition
Photographer: Karine b
Venue: Radius Centre,
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When I received the news of
Sayeed Ahmed's demise,
memories of him over-
whelmed me on a gloomy,
foggy Madrid day. We were
pretty close and he stayed
over at my place several times.
I first met him around twenty
years ago.

After being introduced, I
could tell he was special. I
consider him to be veryworldly.
He had travelled the world, and
grasped the varied experiences,
incorporating the best of these
in his works. He maintained
close ties with noted artists,
printmakers, sculptors, drama-
tists and writers. He had great
taste and a good sense of
humour. His sense of ethics was
alsoverystrong,

He ate, drank, talked and
lived art. Through our numer-
ous conversations, his in
depth knowledge of the arts
was evident. He could readily
refer to any art and literary
movement.

Sayeed bhai admired the
Spanish culture and art, and
he used to frequently ask me,
"Monir are you aware how
beautiful this country [Spain]

is?" He was a great fan of
Hemingway and Picasso.
About 10/12 years back when
he was staying over with mein
Madrid, he told me that he
wanted to have this particular
Spanish cap, used by the
elderly from the Basque
region [northern Spain]. We
went to the Plaza Mayor for
shopping and bought some
items. He wore that cap
throughouthis stay in Spain.
He recounted his experi-
ences and stories from his

|

University of Dhaka University of Dhaka
Date: February 9-15 Date: February 9-15
Time: 12pm-8pm Time: 12pm-8pm

Memories of

Sayeed Ahmed

Europe trips. I was amazed by
how much he had travelled.
Most of the times he used to
speak in the Old Dhaka dia-
lect, which sounded very
endearing. Once he went to
see the "corrida de toros”
[bullfighting] and we had a
long conversation on the
subject. Eventually we agreed
on why Picasso and Heming-
way were fond of this seem-
ingly cruel game. I had the
opportunity to have one ofhis
writings in my catalogue for a
solo art exhibition at
Shilpangan Art Gallery.
Whenever I came to Dhaka,
I would meet him and we
would catch up over dinner.
He had some rare collections

of paintings. He was very fond
of his elder brother Hamidur
Rahman's paintings. Some of
them are very old but quite
unique pieces. Incidentally,
two years back I was hon-
oured with the Hamidur
Rahman Award.

Sayeed bhaiwas very fond of
zafran (saffron) and every time
I came to Bangladesh, I would
bring a small pack of zafran for
him. This modest gift would
always make his happy. Once
he jokingly said, "Only the true
khandani (aristocrat) can
appreciate quality zafran.”
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The writeris an eminent painter

Centre & Shadhona
Venue: Indian Cultural
Centre, H 35, Rd 24,
Gulshan-1

Date: February 5
Time: 7pm

Director Baz
Luhrmann wants
to film

Indian story

Fascinated by Bollywood,
Australian director Baz
Luhrmann is now searching
for a suitable Indian story to
base his next film and wants to
work with multiple Oscar
winning and now Grammy
Award winner AR Rahman too.

Nominated for an Oscar for
his 2008 film "Australia”,
Luhrmann says his experience
about India remains
unchanged 15 years after his
first visit.

Influenced by Bollywood,
Luhrmann in 1993 had for the
Australian opera set in colonial
India, Benjamin Britten's
version of Shakespeare's "A
Midsummer Night's Dream”".
AR Rahman is also one of
Luhrmann's favourite.
"Rahmanisalegend anditisa
privilege to have met him. We
are looking for opportunities to
work together and it will be
wonderful experience to work
with him," Luhrmann who was
in Delhi on Mondaytold PTL.

Currently the filmmaker
director who is working on
filming "Great Gatsby", based
on American novelist F Scott
Fitzgerald's book, says he is
searching for a suitable Indian
story. "I have the book rights
for the 'Gatsby'. For 15 years [
have thought about a book in
India. The idea of working
with Indian actors is exciting
to me," says the filmmaker,
who wants to do everything in
a "pursuit of a beautifullife.”
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Bay's Galleria, 57,
Gulshan Avenue
Date: February 6-19
Time: 10am-8pm

Dalia Nausheen and Azad Hafiz to
perform in Dhaka after a hiatus

Azad Hafiz and Dalia Nausheen

A CORRESPONDENT
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Indian Cultural Centre in
association with Shadhona
is holding a musical soiree -
- featuring performances
by Nazrul singer Dalia
Nausheen and Tagore art-
iste Azad Hafiz -- today. The
event will be held at the
Indian Cultural Centre,
Gulshan 1 in the city, at 7
pm.

Dalia Nausheen began

Sudhin Das, Sheikh Lutfur
Rahman and Sohrab
Hossain.

Azad Hafiz graduated
from Chhayanaut. He had
trained under the late
Wahidul Huq and Zahedur
Rahim.

Speaking of today's
programme, Azad Hafiz
said, "We are looking for-
ward to the programme as
it is our first performance
in Bangladesh after a long
time." The duo had moved

Sayeed Ahmed

Source: Internet

her musical training under
veteran Nazrul exponents

to USA in 2002 and has
been living in Chicago ever

since.

"Today we will be per-
forming songs of the five
poets -- Rabindranath
Tagore, Kazi Nazrul Islam,
DL Roy, Atul Prasad Sen and
Rajanikanta Sen," he
added.

The duo also plans to
perform popular songs of
yesteryears, including
"Tomari Pothopaney
Chahi" [of Shyamol Mitra],
"Rangini Koto Mon" [of
Manna Dey], "Eto Sur Aar
Eto Gaan" [of Subir Sen] and
SO On.
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