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Solo Art Group Art

Exhibition Exhibition

Title: Alluvial Soul Title: Transcending

Artist: Kalidas Karmakar Eﬂlﬁﬂrﬁ "

Venue: La Galerie, Alliance 2 -

Francaise de Dhaka, 26, g“'r‘:'-"* Ead'fsﬁj“ Water

Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi arden Hotel, Airport

Inauguration: February 4 Road, Dhaka

at 6pm Date: February 7-8
Time: 11am-10pm

Travelling Film South Asia

2010 comes to town

Travelling Film South Asia 2010 TFSA'10
Dhaka is set to hit the road from February 11-
12 at the Public Library Auditorium, Shahbag,
says a press release. Film buffs will get a
chance to view 12 outstanding documentaries
from our region. These films have been
selected from the 35 films screened in the
competitive section of Film South Asia '09, the
seventh edition of the festival of South Asian
documentaries held in Kathmandu from
October 17-20, 2009. The selection has been
carried out in consultation with FSA '09's
three member jury, chaired by Chennai based
cultural critic Sadanand Menon.

It is noteworthy that 'The Last Rites' by
Yasmine Kabir and 'The Promised Land' by
Tanvir Mokammel have won the first and
second prize in Film South Asia '09.

The films are brought to the public by
BEGINNING in partnership with South Asians
for Human Rights (SAHR) and Manusher
Jonno.

The objective is to motivate young activ-
ists, filmmakers, students and the lay per-
son to have a look at issues that cut across
the region and to start a dialogue that may
help such groups to understand their roles
in the society.

Secretary General of the Foundation
Alliance Francaise in Dhaka
50th anniversary of Alliance Francaise

Saliha Lefevre, director of Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka speaks at the press
conference.

Jean-Claude Jacq, Secretary General of the
Foundation Alliance Francaise will be in the
city till February 7, says a press release. Thisis
the first such visit by a top ranking executive,
since the Alliance Francaise opened in Dhaka
in 1959.

This visit has been organised to coincide with
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the closing ceremony of the 50th anniversary
celebration of Alliance Francaise de Dhaka.
During the visit Jacq will also visit the two
Alliance Francaisesin Dhaka and Chittagong.
On this occasion of the 50th anniversary;,
Alliance Francaise de Dhaka is organising two
programmes today and tomorrow. Today
Alliance Francaise will hold a solo art exhibi-
tion titled “Alluvial Diary", featuring works of
Kalidas Karmakar. On February 5, the closing
ceremony will have Abul Kalam Azad,
Minister of Information and Culture. The
event, to be also attended by Jean-Claude Jacqg

and Charley Causeret, Ambassador of France
to Bangladesh, will be held at the Rose Garden

(K.M. Das Lane, Sutrapur, Dhaka). Artistes
from Bangladesh and France will perform at
the programme.

On the occasion, a press conference was
held yesterday at Alliance Francaise de Dhaka.
Saliha Lefevre, director of Alliance Francaise
and Jacques Bounin, deputy director of
Alliance Francaise spoke at the function.

Fatema-tuz-Zohra on

Documentary

Premiere
Documentary: Call Me
Salma

Aude Leroux-Lévesque
(Canada)

of Liberal Arts, Dhanmondi
Date: February 4
Time: Zpm

Rtv tonight

A CORRESPONDENT
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Noted singer Fatema Tuz is the guest on Rtv's live musical late night show
"Bashudha Tomar Jonyo Amar-ei Gaan" tonight. The programme will be

airedat 11:30 pm.

Zohra's tuneful voice lends itself to both Nazrul Sangeet and adhunik

songs and she attained popularity in both genres.

In tonight's programme, Zohra will share the story of her journey in the
musical arena with viewers. She will also perform some numbers that gained
popularity through her rendition and will take requests from the audience.
Some of Zohra's popular numbers are-- "Tumi Besh Bodley Gechho", "Hajar
Manik Mukta Joley", "Tarey Bolbo Ami Moner Kotha", "Pahari Jharna Ami"

and "Agun Legeche Chandey".

Hosted by Sayem and produced by Tanif Mahmud, the musical

programme isaired onThursdaysat 11: 30 pm.

Directors: Sébastien Rist and

Venue: Auditorium, University

FE® 88 &% ag0® g 8w

Fatema-tuz-Zohra

Solo Photography
Exhibition

Photographer: Karine b
Venue: Radius Centre,

Bay's Galleria, 57,
Gulshan Avenue
Date: February 6-19
Time: 10am-8pm
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An emerging tabla talent

In conversation with Goutam Kumar Sarker

MAINUL HASSAN

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Goutam Kumar Sarker repre-
sents the new generation of
classical instrumentalist. Since
his graduation (in tabla) from
Chhayanaut in 2004, Goutam
has maintained an active
presence in the classical music
scene. Currently an assistant
teacher at Chhayanaut,
Goutam hopes to contribute to
Bangladeshi classical music --

bothas anartisteand ateacher.

In his words, “As music in
Bangladesh progresses, it is
equally important that the
instrumental aspect of it
evolve as well. For a song to be
complete it always needs the
accompaniment of the right
instruments and that's where

Goutam Kumar Sarker

instrumentalists come in.”

Born in a music-oriented
family, Goutam had an early
introduction to musical
instruments.

“We used to have regular
music sessions at home,” said
Goutam. My father Mrinal
Kanti Sarker, was fond of
playing the tabla and used to

playregularly,” says Goutam.

“I took singing lessons as a
child, but I always preferred
tabla,” he adds.

“My formal introduction to
tabla was around the age of six
through my uncle Ustad
Malay Kanti Sarker, a Kolkata-
based tabla player.

“During his annual visits, I
used to receive lessons from
him. Eventually [ started
visiting him in Kolkata,”
Goutam says.

“As my skills developed, my
uncle took me to his mentor,
noted tabla artiste Ustad Robin
Banerjee, for further training,”
The musician continues.

“In 2000, my uncle advised
me to seek admission in
Chhayanaut. I got enrolled in
Chhayanaut directly into the

third year of the five-year tabla
course. [ was appointed as an
assistant teacher when I was a
fourth year student. I gradu-
ated securing first class first.

“At Chhayanaut, I received
lessons from Ustad Madan
Gopal Das, who is still my
teacher,” Goutam says.

“In 2005, I came first at the
Bangladesh inter-university
tablacontest.”

Apart from being a tabla
artiste, Goutam is also a com-
puter engineer. He graduated
from South East University in
computer science and engi-
neering. Currently he works
for Grameenphone.

“Music will always secure a
very important place in my life.
Without the tabla my life will be
incomplete,” says the musician.




