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Solo Art

Exhibition

Title: Alluvial Soul

Artist: Kalidas Karmakar
Venue: La Galerie, Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka, 26,
Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi
Inauguration: February 4

at 6pm

A conclave of poets

National Poetry Festival ends at Dhaka University
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Photography

Exhibition

Title: Ghum
Photographer: Bakin
Rabbi

Venue: Alliance Francaise
de Dhaka, 26 Mirpur Rd,
Dhanmondi

Date: January 23-
February 5

In honour of 'Natyacharya' Selim Al Deen, a
three-day festival will be held at the theatre

icon's ancestral village Shenerkhil under
Shonagazi upazilla of Feni, says a pressrelease.
Organised by Selim Al Deen Mela Udjapan
Jatiyo Parshad, the festival will be held from
February 4 to 6. The festival will feature thea-
tre, music, film screening and traditional
performing arts.

On the first day, Dhaka Theatre will stage
"Dhaboman” and artistes of Feni will render
songs. 'Alkap’ songs and a documentary
screening are also part of the inaugural

§

Documentary
Premiere
Documentary: Call Me
Salma

Directors: Sébastien Rist and
Aude Leroux-Lévesque
(Canada) T
Venue: Auditorium, University
of Liberal Arts, Dhanmondi
Date: February 4

Time: Zpm

Commemorative festival at
Al Deen’s ancestral village

programme.

On the second day, documentary screening,
'gano sangeet', recitation, 'Muharram-er
gaan', 'gambhira’ and staging of the play
"Shikhandi Kotha" will be held.

The programme on the third day will start
early in the morning through rendition of
Rabindra sangeet. 'Jari gaan', 'shong jatra',
'Lalon geeti’ and the play "Prachya" are the
highlights of the concluding programme.

Apart from these, 'lathi khela’, 'putul nach’,
'magordola’, 'ha du du’, photography and book
exhibition will also be held at the mela.

Held by Jatiya Kabita Parishad, the festival saw a convergence of poets from home and

abroad.
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With the slogan “Notun Kabita, Notun
Samoy” (new poems, new times), the two-
day long 24th Jatiya Kabita Utsab (National
Poetry Festival) concluded yesterday at the
Dhaka University Library premises.

Poet Syed Shamsul Haq inaugurated the

“This Parishad is not just an institution, but
rather a platform to bring together poets
from home and abroad.”
Indian poets Amitabh Chowdhury, Ratul
Dev Burman, Dip Mukhopadhyay, Taposh
Roy, Bithi Bandopadhyay, Shyamol Kanti
Das, Santosh Roy, Satyajit Mondol and oth-
ers recited their poems on the occasion.

Shaymol Kanti Das said, “Every year I try

PHOTO: MUMIT M.

Latest work of Bappa
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The launching ceremony of Bappa
Mazumder's latest work, "Bappa Mazumder

featuring Nancy Rahman" was held at a city
hotel, recently. Bappa Mazumder has done the

music composition and arrangement for the
album.
The album contains eleven tracks -- Shasti,

“Bappa Mazumder featuring
Nancy Rahman”

Bappa added.

Nancy Rahman is a Bangladeshi expatriate,
living in Australia; she completed her double
bachelor in business and law from Sydney
University.

Sharing her feelings Nancy Rahman said
"Even though I was raised abroad, I have
always had this special liking of eastern music
thanks to my mother Syntheya Rahman who
always inspired me to listen to eastern music,"

festival, organised by Jatiya Kabita Parishad.
Parishad President and poet Habibullah
Shirazi presided over the programme. Poet
Asad Chowdhury, convenor of the Parishad;
Aslam Sani, general secretary; Rabindra
Gope; Muhammad Samad; eminent Indian
poet and litterateur Sunil Gangopadhyay and
fellow Indian poet Samarendra Sen Gupta,
among others, spoke on the occasion.

Poets, representing different generations,
participated at the festival.

Poet Muhammad Samad, presidium
member of the Jatiya Kabita Parishad, said,

to take part in this festival. I think it is one of
the more vibrant poetry festivals in the sub-
continent.”

Bangladeshi poets Syed Shamsul Hagq,
Habibullah Shirazi, Sujauddin Kaisar, Tareq
Sujat, Muhammad Rafique, Aslam Sani,
Tareq Mahmud, Rahman Henry, Ashim
Saha, Baki Billah and others recited their
poems at the festival.

Noted recitors Asaduzzaman Noor and
Hasan Arif also recited poems. A number of
poets came from USA, England, Australia
and Kuwait to attend the event.

Brishti udas, Amar shobei, Keno tumi
bhangley amay, Neel akashey, Amar janala
diye, Ichhey, Bondhu amay, Shukh pakhi,
Shamanyo shombbol and a duet of
"Shamanyo shombbol"” with Bappa
Mazumder.

Speaking of the album Bappa Majumder
said "I have enjoyed working with Nancy, she
has been very hardworking, dedicated and
vigilant during the entire recording of the
album,”

"For some one totally raised abroad interest
in Bangla music is really a positive thing,"

Speaking of the album Nancy said "I was
always passionate about bringing out a
Bengali album of my own, I travelled to
Bangladesh and stayed here for four months
only for the album,”

This is Nancy Rahman's second visit to
Bangladesh. Nancy Thanked Bappa
Mazumder for his guidance during the
recording of the album. The album has been
released under the banner of agniveena.

Promode Mankin, state minister, ministry
of cultural affairs, attended the event as the
chiefguest and launched the album.

Film Screening

Organiser: Dhaka
University Film Society
Venue: Goethe-Institut
Bangladesh, H 10, Rd
9, Dhanmondi

Date: February 2-3
Time: 3pm onwards

Pitha makers reap a

bonanza
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Winter in Bangladesh and it's time for an amazing array of
delectable pithas. The winner hands' down is the hot delicate
bhapa pitha, the art of making which has been come down the

generations, thanks to many creative mothers.

Presently, the art of winter pitha-making so long popular in
the rural settings is quite popular in the urban areas as well. The
steaming-pitha can be found in various spots is made from rice
dust, molasses and a sprinkle of coconut. Among the pitha-
makers who make a living from selling these delicacies is
Rowshan Ara Begum. Rowshan recently talked to the

correspondent about her trade.

"You cannot imagine a winter without pithas! Young, old,

everyone likesit," she says.

Rowshan Ara has been making pitha since the 1980s. In factin
Shyamol, she is the only pitha-maker who has been making the
delicious pithas for so long. This explains the conglomeration of

customers who make a beeline for her pithas.

"The practice of making pithas remains the same as in the
past. Not everyone can make bhaapa pitha, as this requires skill.
It has to be steamed for just the right time, or it stays raw, or gets

over-cooked and difficult to handle."

Kudos to such pitha-makers who have held on to the

tradition of pitha-making.
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