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His first ever box of paint is
kept neatly on his right. Some
old brushes to his left. The
soft sound of music pervades
the room. Everything in
Chanchal Mahmood's office
reflects what he is and what
he wants from life. "I live
every moment," says the
eminent photographer. A
photo-shoot just near the
corner, his assistant's jam-
ming the keys at work. A flag,
given to him by Bangabandhu
at one side. At one corner it's
written, "Photography is
silent music" (his quote). A
flag of the Brazilian football
team at another corner. Vol-
umes of encyclopaedias and
research works just on his
desk. And many other souve-
nirs that lock the memories of
the past, also near him, just in
his cosy office.

For one thing, looking at
the diverse arrangement of
thing -- CDs, books, paintings
and photography -- one can
expect this photographer to
have diverse interests. Inter-
estingly, that is the case. He
does not work to live, but
loves to work. While it is a
common phenomenon that
people study to get a degree
so that they can get a lucrative
job and status, some, in fact,
very few break out of this
chain of thought. Chanchal
Mahmood is one of them. To
him, job satisfaction is every-
thing. "Money is important,
but it is not the only thing that
can keep you happy. Some-
times it can just make you a
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Solo Painting

Exhibition

Title: Tear the Skin of Reality
Artist: Javed Jalil

Venue: La Galerie, Alliance
Fracaise de Dhaka, 26,
Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi
Date: January 21-February 2
Time: 3-9pm, 9am-12pm
& 5-8pm (Fridays and
Saturdays)

“Photography is silent music”

slave, even by giving you what
you want. [ love myself and
my work. [ am truly happy for
this reason and most impor-
tantly I love my country,” he
asserts.

When there was a trend for
the sons of prominent per-
sonalities to become either
doctors or engineers, the late
Basiruddin Ahmed, refuted
the norms, wanting to
become a painter instead.
Painting! Nobody had even
thought of this as a profes-
sion. And despite his requests
and attempts to get admitted
to the Art College, he found
himself stuck studying politi-
cal science. However, his son
Chanchal was to pursue his
dreams. Like his favourite
personalities, Che Guevara
and Fidel Castro, he was also
to revolutionise the tradi-
tional concepts of photogra-
phyin Bangladesh.

"Hobby became passion,
passion became profession
(Shokh hoechhe nesha, nesha
hoeche pesha),” he says.

It was 1974 when he first
took up painting as his hobby.
From an early age, Chanchal
was moved by the sufferings
of poor and underprivileged
people, and always aspired to
help them. He sought to help
them with his craft -- formerly
painting, but formidably
photography at present.
Unfortunately, the clash of
interests resulted in the son
drifting away from his father,
eventually being torn apart.
At the peak of his success, his
father died last year in August.
He was never able to see what

Title: Ghum

Rabbi

Dhanmondi

February 5

had become of his rebellious
son. [t was curiously his father
who had handed him his first
camera, something that he
has stored as a treasure and

Chanchal Mahmood

cherishes it.

Chanchal had understood
the value of striving to strug-
gle, and its outcome in time.
"Although the scene has
changed, yet it is quite tough
to be a professional photogra-

Photography
Exhibition
Photographer: Bakin

Venue: Alliance Francaise
de Dhaka, 26 Mirpur Rd,

Date: January 23-

Festival

Parishad

Dhaka University

-- Chanchal Mahmood

pher here because of the lack
of initiatives, materials, edu-
cation and degrees," he says.
He still loves black and white
photography, which he adds

with dismay;, is eroding.

"I didn't become a painter
but [ now paint with light." It
was the famous cartoonist
Rafiqun Nabi, and some more
well wishers like actor Afzal
and artist Hashem Khan who

encouraged him towards
photography.

Chanchal says that he
loves teaching and that he
loves his students. "There are
college students, housewives,
university professors, profes-
sionals, teenagers, et al. The
unity is rather interesting, but
the bond all the more, as
these people are united
through their passion for
photography. Photography
has so much power, it can
change the world,"” he says.

Everyone has a commit-
ment, he believes, towards
the disadvantaged and with
that view in mind, Chanchal
donates to a free school for
street kids and he also takes
care of 17 orphans. "How can
we forget our duties towards
the Freedom Fighters?” he
gquestions. The photographer
has arranged for the liveli-
hood of four such distressed
heroes.

Chanchal Mahmood has
travelled to several countries,
and has won over 150
national and international
prizes.

"Everybody sees, but an
artist sees more. | have a third
eye as a photographer, that
seeks out the life in colours
and feelings in objects." He
believes that music is con-
nected to photography. "Pho-
tography is the eye of the
heart,"” he concludes.

He has his 18th exhibition
titled “Hridoye Bangladesh”

coming up on March 19 at
Bengal Gallery.

Thewriter is a freelance contributor.

National Poetry

Organiser: Jatiyo Kabita
Venue: TSC premises,

Date: February 1-2
Time: 10am onwards
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Mehazabien Chowdhury from Chittagong is
the new Lux Channel i Superstar. The graceful
young woman was declared winner on January
22 at the grand finale of 'Lux Channel i Super-
star 2009, held at Bangabandhu International
Convention Centre.

The journey to stardom has been arduous
for Mehazabien. "Constant challenges and
difficulties, where each and every contestant
was tested to the ultimate," is how she
describes it.

"When my name was announced as the win-
ner, I went completely blank for two/three sec-
onds as [ simply couldn't believe what [ was hear-
ing; it took me a few seconds to get over it," said
Mehazabien, recalling her crowing moment.

Though born in Bangladesh, Mehazabien
was raised in Muscat, Oman. "Because of my
father's work my parents had to move to Mus-
cat when [ was about one year old,” said
Mehazabien.

"As I grew up, 1 discovered a fascination
towards acting. [ used to take part in the cul-
tural programmes at school. Teachers inspired
and encouraged me to atitend the school
programmes regularly.

"The biggest support came from my family,
which was very important in those formative
years. As | grew up, my parents’ support helped
me to become more confidentin myapproach.

"From the age of 13, [ started working as a
model for the Times of Oman and continued till
I moved to Bangladesh in 2007.

"When I first heard of the Lux Channel i
Superstar contest [ was fascinated to learn that
a pageant of such calibre is held in our country.
I wanted to take part at the contest immedi-
ately but as one has to be at least 18 years old to
enter the contest, [ did not qualify.

"Aslturned 181in 2009, [was able to take part
in the contest. On October 13, 2009, while [ was
going to my tutor, I changed my mind and went
straight to the auditions,"” said Mehazabien,
whois currently doing her A- Levels.

Film Screening

Organiser: Dhaka

b University Film Society
Venue: Goethe-Institut
Bangladesh, H 10, Rd
9, Dhanmondi

Date: February 2-3
Time: 3pm onwards

Journey to stardom

Mehazabien on her Lux Channel i Superstar win

"At the auditions I faced Shihab Shaheen
and Farah Ruma," Mehazabien continued.

Recalling her days at the grooming camp,
Mehazabien said, "I learned a lot at the camp. I
attended special classes on catwalk, acting,
dancing, verbal and communication skills and
more to bring the out best in the contestants.

"The things I have learned at the camp will
continue to play a major role in developing my

Mehazabien Chowdhury

acting career in the future.”

Sharing her future plans, Mehazabien said,
"I want to develop my career as a successful
actress; currently I am looking forward to my
upcoming film and the scholarship I won as
part ofthe award.”

Mehazabien was awarded a brand new car, a
scholarship to attend acting school and a film

contract as part of the Lux Channel i Superstar
Award.
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