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Pronuncialtion Spelling

Stress

Material planned and prepared by
PROFESSOR SHAHEEN KABIR

In the last lesson we learned about English sounds (phonemes) and their phonemic symbols to help us know the correct pronunciation of
a word from the dictionary. Today, let's start with some tips about English spelling and pronunciation and stress.

Activity-1

Read the following poem and see how the letter 'e' A. i. Read the following sentences. Add 'e’ to the B, Say the following sentences aloud. Notice the C. Review the sound that the magic e gives to the

changes thesound of'a'in aword.

underlined word in each sentence to make a
new word. Now complete each sentence by
filling in the blank with the new word.

sound the magic e gives to theletter 'i'.
Ready? Okay, smile everybody!

letter '0'. Add 'e' to each of the following words
to make a new word and then say both the
words aloud. Example: hop hope

The Magic E Thanks!
Example: The man looked at the horse and Canvourideakike? hop rob not rod

ﬁlm’f lunlg it admired its mane. Vs IY i ' i. Choose a word from the list of words below

ave a plan ' ' to fill in each of the blanks in the following

; 2
For making new word 2. Canyoupleasebuymeanew____f Canyou play Hide and Seek? sentences.
?ﬂt Dﬂfkﬂldl b Lo askyou; but.canyouget:me:a hat R Before leaving___, Ileft a next to the
Tﬂ make E‘;m Cafe’ toos i. Read the sentences below and choose the telephone formy friend. Itread,
;131 o c. llostboth at the restaurant whereI ___lunch right words from the list of words below to “The tea kettle is
& with you the otherday:. fillin the blanks. on the . Make

And see new words unfold. nurself 2 cup-of
My magic e d. Remember Sam, the young man from the fea if you ulr::mt
Is like a key: neighbourhood who was at the restau- There is a cake am:l
It turns the vowel sound rant having lunch? some oranges in
Otaword. e. He is mad at me because I him go there the fridge. Sorry,
Each time you see and look for my things afterwards. the ___ is out of
Afinal e " ‘ . ‘ order, but thereisa
You know a dipthong, ii. Which of the following dipthongs or two public phone booth __by. By theway, ____
Ortwe vowelsounids vowel sounds together do you use when you you liked the ____ on the dining table. I got
Together say thenew words aloud? them especially for you.”
May be heard. jail /o1 Jell Joul stove home phone hope close note rose

ii. Which is the sound that you hear in the

. s Mike is a young man. He's an accoun- above words with a final 'e'?
Activity 2 : .
. tant and works from to in a local et/ [oy J/al [2u/
Here's a poem to make you remember when to | A.i. Lookat each group of words. Write /s/ against firm.Inhisiree___ helovesto his ) .
pronounce 'c' as /s/, as in cyber or cinema, and lthE v.:-mrds in which c’ has its soft sound as ,irf Rlongiisses. = ts.l?:tihhi fuﬂu;:]':-g ?:g::z ﬁ‘;‘};?;?ﬁ.the R
when to pronounceitas /k/, asin'cat' or 'college’. cell’, and write /k/ against the ones where 'c ride time bike nine side fine five o -
is pronounced as /k/ asin ‘camera’. cut cute . tub tube
gh S?,Yf CSEIYGE (‘.;'-.? . e s ii) Which uf.the following dipthong sounds do cub cube| hug huge | us use
asin ceiling, beforey, i, e, . the e you hear in all the above words that have 'e i. Whichvowelsound doyouherein 'tube'?
Sounds soft and smooth as silk. _ : attheend? . e
Before a, u, 0, as in can't cure this cold, TEEEPEUH cth{lder Y fus/ [Jus; 109/ Jau/
Cishard, like the kin milk. EI:lStD Y Frns ii. Fill in the blanks in each of the sentences
Cinderella mice

below with a pair of words from the pairs of
words above.

A. 1i. Read the following passage and identify the words with the letter 'c' in them. Now group them in two _

columns: one where 'c' has the sound /s/; and the other where 'c' has the sound of /k/. _ _ , . _ a. When Shikha saw the___ chocolate cake on
— 1 | In speaking English, using the right stress is as the table, she ran to her mother and gave her

Example: princess/s/ castle /k/ important as using the right sound. By 'stress’ we a big -
mean the emphasis that a speaker would placeon a b Vaiie 1ik P &
nce upon a time, there was a princess who lived all by herself in her syllable in aword, or on a word in a sentence. . Sﬁzﬂmnﬁe i Erhel,: nﬁ?mm her ;E:’Sﬂl_ e

faﬂlerls CESHE. Her GI].IY Cﬂl‘npﬂﬂiﬂﬂ was l'lEl' lil’l’lE‘: cat Cﬂ-“-&d “Ciﬂd}rr’. Ina gﬂﬂd d.iﬂﬁﬂllﬂ[}’ thE Syﬂable ﬂfﬂWﬂId on Mliﬁll

the stress should fallisshown byamark (') onit.

Look at the following words up in a dictionary
and notice where the stress mark is shown in each
case:

c. Mohan gave a video camera and also

Every day the princess became more and more depressed and ate less and
less until she wouldn't eat at all. But she couldn't care less. Day after day
she lay on her cold bed with silk cushions scattered all around her, staring
in silence at the high ceiling. In the corner by the window, a golden cage
which once had a yellow canary in it hung empty. And all the while, in the
centre of the carpet, the princess' white cat lay curled and never made a
sound.

explained howto it.

Activity-3

i. Read the pairs of sentences below emphasizing
the underlined words, and see how the meaning
changes each time you say it.

Have you ever seen a horsefly?
Have you ever seen a horse fly?

Give me the paperback.
Give me the paper back.

Monday computer idea language teacher

Recognising word stress in a sentence is impor-
tant because the meaning of what we say can be
iii. Read the following passage. Fill in each blank | changed by changing the stress from one word to

with an appropriate word from theboxbelow. | another.

B. Sometimes we come across words which have
certain letters in writing which are not pro-

nounced in saying. Last summer Shahid went to his village home dur- | Read each sentence below by putting stress on the

ing the holidays. He hadn't been home for quite a | word in bold and notice how the meaning changes

Forexample: bomb  calf while and had started missing his . He and | everytime.

Selim went to the zoo on Saturday.

If you look the word 'bomb’ up in a dictionary, hiscousinswouldgofor___inthewoodsforhours P ety Selim went to the zoo on Sunday.

you'll find that the pronunciation of the word and.__aboutoldtimes. {Ilﬂt}::'_}'l theVice Princip ﬂ”p - ii. Try Sa?]:rlg the sentence below in different ways

has been shown in phonemic transcription in One day Shahid decided to a big mango tree. , Y by putting stress on a different word each time.

this way: /D m/. Notice that the second 'b'is He went far out on a branch. From there he could Didyoutalkto the Principal? Try saying the sentence at least 3 times and

sileént he;e ' see thelittle  getting milk from its mother and (vou, not your friend) describe T’he different meanings you can bring
* the following the flock of sheep. Did you talk to the Principal? outeach time.

Again, if you look up the word ‘call’ in a dictio-  He felt very peaceful. He took a deep breath and (talked, notjustmet) Why don't you buy her a watch?

nary, you'll see that the pronunciation of the closed his eyes. A minute later, he found himself on
word is: /ka:f/ . Notice that 'l' is silent in saying the ground. Luckily, he wasn't hurt, except that his
'calf’. left felt quite ;

lambs thumb walks calf numb folks climb talks

i. Say the following words. Check the dictionary
and the sound symbol chart if you have any
doubit.

comb lamb dumb climb tomb numb

CLUE: When 'b' follows 'm' at the end
ofaword, the 'b'is silent.

ii. Saythesewords.
talk half chalk walk folks

CLUE: When 'l' comes before 'k' or 'f', it is
usually silent.
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