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Asian nations craft

plan to save tigers
Aim to double number by 2022

AP, Hua Hin

More than a dozen Asian
nations aim to double the
numbers of wild tigers by 2022
and prohibit the building of
roads, bridges and other infra-
structure projects that could
harm their habitats.

However, a draft declaration
that was to be adopted by the 13
countries Friday includes no
new money to finance the
conservation efforts which
scientists said must be more
than doubled. The draft, a copy
of which was obtained by The
Associated Press, mentions only
a commitment from countries
to use money from ecotourism,
carbon financing and infra-
structure projects to pay for
tiger programmes.

"With political will and
implementation of the needed
action, the extinction of the wild
tigers across much of their
range can be averted,” the
declaration states. "Tiger con-
servation is important to pro-
tect biodiversity and preserve a
vital part of our national heri-
tage.”

Officials at the first
Ministerial Conference on Tiger
Conservation, in Thai coastal
resort of Hua Hin, were to adopt
the declaration Friday. It will
then be considered for approval
by heads of state of the 13 coun-
tries in September at a meeting
inVladivostok, Russia.

Tiger numbers in recent
decades have plummeted
because of human encroach-
ment with theloss of more than
nine-tenths of their habitat and

poaching to supply a vibrant
trade in tiger parts. From an
estimated 100,000 at the begin-
ning of the 20th century, the
number of tigers today is less
than 3,500.

John Seidensticker, head of
conservation ecology at the
Smithsonian National
Zoological Park and chairman
of the Save the Tiger Fund, said
the draft declaration included
all the components for ensuring
asteadyrecovery oftigers.

Along with a target for dou-
bling tiger populations, coun-
tries would agree to protect core
tiger habitats as well as buffer
zones and corridors that con-
nect key sanctuaries and
national parks. The declaration
also supports maintaining a
permanent ban on the trade of
tiger parts and reducing poach-
ing through beefed-up law
enforcement.

"If we get everything done in
this declaration, we will turn
tiger populations around so in
fact it's a positive not a nega-
tive," Seidensticker said. "For
me, I'mvery happywith this."

The meeting which opened
Wednesday was organised by
Thailand and the Global Tiger
Initiative, a coalition formed in
2008 by the World Bank, the
Smithsonian Institute and
nearly 40 conservation groups.
It aims to double tiger numbers
by2022.

The 13 countries attending
the meeting are Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Cambodia, China,
India, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal,
Russia, Thailand and Vietnam.

Ruet students clash
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head injury.

The students and law
enforcers got engaged in
chase and counter-chase and
hurled brickbats and stones at
each other.

Later, policemen entered
the Ruet campus and lobbed
teargas canisters and beat up
university students.

Agitating students vanda-
lised several offices including
that of the Ruet vice chancel-
lor at the administrative build-
ing protesting what they said
was police intrusion into the
varsity and attack on students.

Ruet Physical Instructor
Rokonuzzaman and seven
students including Himel, Al
Amin, Nixon, Rabin were
admitted to Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital.

The injured also include
Azhar Uddin, photojournalist
of Prothom Alo.

"We were compelled to
charge baton as the students
marched to damage the bus
counters,” said Sarder Nurul
Amin, deputy commissioner
of Rajshahi Metropolitan
Police. He said police fired 40
teargas shells.

The university students did
not take any permission from
the Ruet authorities or police
for holding a rally in the city

and caused disturbance to
local residents, he said.

Assistant Commissioner
Tarikul Islam said seven
policemen including Tofazzel
Hossain, officer-in-charge of
Motihar Police Station, police
constables Tawhidul and
Shahidul were injured.

Ruet VC Sirajul Karim
Chowdhury along with his
wife returned to the campus
from Chapainawabganj at
about 4:30pm and talked to
the agitating students.

The students called off
demonstrations after half an
hour. But they demanded
immediate withdrawal of the
OC of Motihar Police Station
Tofazzel Hossain.

The Ruet VC told the The
Daily Star, "I heard them
patiently and urged them to
calm down."

"Police could have shown
tolerance towards the stu-
dents,” he added.

The students said the
Rajshahi City Corporation
mayor assured them over the
phone that he would look into
the matter.

Ruet students Himel,
Minarul, Reza, Nayan, Jony,
Feroz Hossain, Sushanta,
Ripon, Foysal and Miftahul
Ferdous were injured in the
clashes.

Reazuddin Bazar
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to Reazuddin Bazar and evict

illegal occupants from its
adjoining areas and pavements.

The hawkers, on the other
hand, vowed to wage a move-
ment until their problem is
solved.

None has been arrested so
far in the three cases filed in
connectionwith theincidents.

Meanwhile, leaders of
Reazuddin Bazar Banik Samity
and Tamakumandi Lane Banik
Samity held a meeting with
Chittagong City Corporation
Mayor ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury to reach a settle-
ment on Thursday evening.

The mayor assured the
traders of solving their problem,
said Reazuddin Bazar Banik
Samity President Salamat Ali.

Bangladesh Shop Owners
Association of Chittagong also
held a meeting at a local hotel
yesterday evening.

Central leaders of the
organisation from Dhaka
attended the meeting to discuss
the situation and decide on the
next course of action, said the
sources.

“We may go for tough
programme unless the problem
is resolved,” said Salamat, also
general secretary of Bangladesh
Shop Owners Association of
Chittagong.

Hawkers' leaders, on the
other hand, at a press confer-
ence yesterday termed the clash
a plot to divert the attention of
people from the execution of
thekillers of Bangabandhu.

At the press conference at
Chittagong Press Club they said
that hawker-trader row was
nothing new and on all the
previous occasions it used to be
settled through negotiation.

They further alleged that the
hawkers belonging to Hawkers
League were mostly affected as
their shops were burnt to ashes
during theclash.

Chattagram Hawkers Oikya
Parishad General Secretary
Nurul Alam read out a written
statement at the press confer-
ence where Oikya Parishad
President Hrishi Biswash,
Chittagong Mahanagar
Sammilito Hawkers Federation
President Sahabuddin Niru,
General Secretary Masud Rana
and Mahanagar Hawkers
League General Secretary Noor
Ahmad Chowdhury were also
present.

Earlier, the clash ensued
Wednesday evening when
some hawkers assaulted
Reazuddin Bazar Banik Samity
President Salamat Ali as he
asked them not to occupy the
adjacent footpath and block the
main entryto Reazuddin Bazar.

New regulatory
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Bangladesh, told The Daily
Star, "We recommended
formation of NGO
Commission with the repre-
sentatives of all ministries
concerned to oversee the
activities of NGOs."

The commission could be a
"one-stop centre” from where
one can get all information
about the activities of NGOs,
he said.

It also can make a "template
code of conduct” for NGOs and
monitor whether NGOs are
complying with it or not, said
the development expert.

He said that the NGOs
should have an effective mech-
anism and a code of conduct
for ensuring transparency.

SA Games
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of modern Olympic move-
ment "faster, higher, stronger”
in hiswelcome speech.

"Participation itself is more
important than triumph, this
is what we believe and we have
organised this games with that
inspiration in mind," said
Muhith before the prime
minister pronounced, "I
declare the meet open”.

It was a night to remember
for the nation as they watched
some dazzling performances
from some 7,500 performers
from schools, colleges,
Bangladesh Army and Ansar
and VDP as well as aquatic and
laser shows and intense fire-
works.

Performers upheld
Bangladesh's rural life, festiv-
ity, culture while 600 Santals
portrayed their struggle for
freedom from the British
colonial regime with a play
titled "Nacholer Rani".

The most exiting part of the
opening ceremony was, how-
ever, the aquatic and laser
show which impressed every-
one including foreign journal-
ists and guests. The historic
speech of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on
March 7, 1971, and George
Harrison's famous song "Ban-
gladesh” was played and
displayed through the aquatic
and laser show.

In a quest for spreading out
the games and generating
enthusiasm among people,
some of the events have been
placed at divisional headquar-
ters Khulna, Sylhet, Rajshahi
and Chittagong. Khulna and
Sylhet will host cycling and
wushu while a few matches of
football and cricket will be held
in Chittagong and Rajshahi.

AL leader
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Abu Bakar and his daughter
Nupur with two others indis-
criminately near Hossainpur
hospital while they were return-
ing from Hossainpur Police
Station after giving testimony in
a murder case involving Abu
Bakar's son-in-law.

About two years ago, Abu
Bakar's son-in-law Harun was
killed at Khilpara in sadar
upazila where he came to visit
his father-in-law. Abu Bakar
had filed a case with sadar
police station accusing some
unidentified men.

However, Harun's family
filed another case with sadar
thana accusing Abu Bakar.

Locals alleged that a rival
group of AL had attacked Abu
Bakar and his daughter.

Police raided the house of
Salam, Harun's brother, at

Dipeshar village, but none was
arrested, the OC said.

Al's extended
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the party's amended charter

at that meeting.

Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury,
presidium member and deputy
leader of the House, will chair
the meeting.

Talking to reporters at
Ganobhaban yesterday, AL
General Secretary Syed Ashraful
Islam said the extended meet-
ing might see some politically
important decisions taken.

AL would bring in fresh
leadership in every grassroots-
level committee, he said adding
that it could however take three
years to complete the process.

"District and upazila-level
councils will be held after a
countrywide drive for new
members,” said Ashraf, also
LGRD and cooperatives minis-
ter.

Sources said Hasina would
launch the recruitment drive at
today's meeting. Her party aims
to have several million new
membersin2010.

AL has completed all prepa-
rations for the twin meetings.
Thelasttimeitheld an extended
meeting was on May 26, 2008,
when Sheikh Hasina was
detained by the army-led care-
taker government.

The government's successes
in last one year, recent develop-
ments like the execution of
Bangabandhu's killers and
various issues regarding the
organisation will be on the
agenda, Mrinal Kanti Das, AlL's
deputy office secretary, told The
Daily Star yesterday.

The ruling party has already
sought a name each from its 72
organisational districts for
inclusion in the national com-
mittee.

These 72 will join 73 ALCWC
members and 21 others, nomi-
nated by the party chief, to
make up the 166-member
national committee.

Presidents and general
secretaries of 72 districts, six
leaders from six divisions, party
veterans from across the coun-
try, ministers, prime minister's
advisers, lawmakers and lead-
ers of associated bodies will
attend the meeting,.

On the basis of opinions
from the party ranks, a set of
decisions might be taken on
how to run the party and the
government more effectively.

Besides, there would be
discussions on measures to
hold councils at city, district,
upazila, ward, and union levels.

Victory of the rule
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would take some steps to right

SO grievous a wrong.

If her doing nothing in her
first term (1991-1996) was a
surprise, her action during her
second term (2001-2006) was
shocking. By that time an
Awami League government
(1996-2001) had already done
the bulk of the legal work, and
courts at all levels had already
pronounced their guilty ver-
dicts. What remained was only
the appeal process. By not
allowing the appointments of
a few new judges, Khaleda
Zia's government delayed for
five years the final judicial
steps to complete the appeal
part of the trial. For five years
of BNP-led alliance rule,
Bangabandhu murder trial
was left totally unattended,
and AL had to return to power
tocompleteit.

Here we would like to
underscore one important
point. It is to the credit of the
AL government in general and
to Sheikh Hasina in person
that no extra judicial measure
was resorted to in trying
Bangabandhu's killers. There
was no special court, tribunal
or any special law to try these
people. The ordinary laws of
the land, which are applied to
any citizen seeking justice,
were followed by Sheikh
Hasina and her party. This
particular action made the
trial most transparent and
internationally acceptable.
The temptation to go for
special measures must have
been strong, and the strength
to resist them needs to be
recognised and praised.

One of the many sad conse-
gquences of Bangabandhu's
murder was that politics of

killing and that of military
intervention entered our
system. The dream of the
freedom fighters that inde-
pendent Bangladesh would
always be democratically
governed and that power
would never have to be trans-
ferred through violence, was
shattered with the events of
August 15, 1975. Bangladesh
had to suffer immensely and
witness many more instances
of political murder, violence,
and military coups and coun-
ter coups. Those events
caused many of our valiant
freedom fighters to die and
some of our best politicians to
lose their lives. Bangladesh's
politics entered a phase of
violence and murder -- from
whichitisyet to come out.

With the carrying out of
justice in Bangabandhu mur-
der case, and with the due
punishment meted out to his
killers, we now hope that
Bangladesh will enter a new
phase of progress both in
politics and social develop-
ment. We hope never again to
see any killing or violence in
the country's politics. We hope
to see greater tolerance and
accommodation of oppo-
nents' views. We want to see
the parliament becoming
centre of all our political
debates, and the streets left for
use more by the public and
less by political party activists.

Now that we have been able
to start restoration of the rule
of law and justice, we hope to
be able to consolidate it, for
strengthening democracy and
establishment of peoples’
rights in every aspect, and
move on to build the Sonar
Bangla of our martyrs'
dreams.

Saddam wasn't big
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powerful, clear and unremit-
ting message that after Sept. 11
if you were a regime engaged in
WMD (weapons of mass
destruction), you had to stop."

Clutching a sheath of docu-
ments, a tense-looking Blair sat
down in a London conference
centre to answer questions
from the Iraq Inquiry, a wide-
ranging investigation commis-
sioned by the government to
scrutinise the behind-the-
scenes machinations from 2001
through Britain's decision to
join the costly and unpopular
Iragwar.

Blair was questioned about
charges that his government
was so determined to topple the
Iraqi dictator that they exagger-
ated the content of intelligence
reports on Iraq's supposed
weapons of mass destruction.
He was pressed on when exactly
he offered US President George
W Bush support for an invasion.

The former British ambassa-
dor to Washington, Christopher
Mever, has said it appeared that
an agreement was "signed in
blood” by Bush and Blair at the
president's ranch in Crawford,
Texas, in April 2002.

"The only commitment I
gave (at Crawford) was a com-
mitment to deal with Saddam,"
Blair said. He said he told Bush
"we will be with them in dealing
with this threat.”

Blair said otherworldleaders
did not feel the same wayhe and
Bushdid.

"Although the American
mindset had changed dramati-
cally (after Sept. 11) and frankly
mine had as well when I talked
to other leaders, particularly in
Europe, [ didn't get the same
impression.”

An audience gathered in a
central London convention
centre for the session included
family members of soldiers and
civilians killed or missing in
Iraq. Commuters arriving at the
Westminster underground
station near the hearing centre
were met by several people
gathering signatures for a peti-
tion urging that Blair be tried as

DU violence
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10-day remand before the

court but it granted only three
days.

Pasha was one of the three
men who were seen brandish-
ing firearms in newspaper
photos and on TV footage of
the clashes.

Pasha, who was wearing
jeans and a black scarfin those
footage and photos, is a third-
year student of political sci-
ence at Dhaka College.

When BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia was arrested during
the caretaker government's
rule, he pasted posters at Dhaka
College and its surrounding
area under the banner of
"Khaleda Zia Mukti Parishad",
ofwhich hewas the president.

Pasha is also accused in
several cases filed in connec-
tion with extortion and other
criminal activities with the
city's New Market, Jatrabari
and Demra police stations.

Following the clash, Sub-
Inspector Mohammad Nasim
filed a case with Shahbagh
Police Station accusing eight
people including Pasha and
300 unnamed others.

awar criminal.

Blair had arrived shortly
before 0700GMT (0200EST)
Friday, dodging demonstrators
by entering the conference
centre through a cordoned-off
rear entrance. About 150 pro-
testers clustered outside
shouted slogans including "Jail
Tony" and "Blairlied thousands
died,” as rows of police officers
looked on.

As Blair testified, demon-
strators outside the convention
hall read aloud the names of
civilians and military personnel
killedinIraq.

"The Iraqi people are having
to live every day with aggres-
sion, division, and atrocities,”
said protester Saba Jaiwad, an
Iraqi who opposed the war
"Blair should not be here giving
his excuses for the illegal war, he
should be taken to The eto
face criminal c es because
he has committed crimes
against the Iragi people.”

Blair acknowledged that the
decision to join the war which
led to the largest public protests
in a generation in London had
met with opposition in the
country, and in his own Cabinet.

"The one thing I found
throughout this whole matter
from a very early stage is that I
was never short of people chal-
lenging me on it," Blair told the
panel.

Train tickets
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account and deduct the
amount of the fare fromit.

Before boarding a train,
passengers can obtain tickets
from designated booths at
train stations by showing the
notification.

The task has been
outsourced to CNS Limited, a
private company. Contracts
between the CNS and mobile
phone companies have
already been signed, the
official said.

Ten percent of the total
number of tickets will be
reserved initially for SMS
ticketing and CNS will pay the
BRin advance, he said.

He said passengers can get
information about intercity
trains running on different
routes, ticket fares foratrainto
a particular destination and
availability of seats on a
desired train by sending SMS5
to a specific number. They can
also get train-delay schedules
of sevenimportant stations.

The same information will
be available on the Internet.
The BR online database will be
used for the SMS ticketing
service.

About 53.8 million passen-
gers now use railway service
annually. Over 40, 000 people
travel to and from Dhaka
through the Kamalapur
Railway Station daily.

A total of 48 intercity trains,
eight commuter trains and
eight mail expresses operate
from Kamlapur daily. The BR
has 259 daily passenger train
services across the country.

Thousands of homebound
people go through hassles to
buy train tickets before Eid
every year.

On the eve of the Eid day
last year, about 37,000 people
left the capital by trains, said
BR officials.

4th convocation

FROM PAGE 16

occasion. Main entrances of
the campus have been deco-
rated with colourful makeshift
arches that convey warm
welcome to the graduates,
guests and others.

Graduates are directed to
enter the main venue of the
function at the central play-
ground by 10:30am while
members of senate, syndicate
and academic council, teach-
ers of the university and direc-
tors or principals of univer-
sity's constituent institutions
are requested to gather on the
Shaheed Minar premises
within 10:30am to participate
in the procession.

Guests are requested to
arrive at the venue by
11:00am.

Education Minister Nurul
Islam Nahid will also attend
the function.

Chief Justice Tofazzal
Hossain will address the cere-
mony as the convocation
speaker.

A total of 3,949 graduates
will participate in the cere-
mony to receive their certifi-
cates while 16 graduates will
be given gold medals.

The first convocation
ceremony at JU was held on
February5, 1997.

BNP may return
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The party later announced a
10-point demand, including
security for the party chief and
the government's desisting
from the move to cancel the
lease of her cantonment resi-
dence, for returning to parlia-
ment.

Asked about their demand
for more seats in the front row,
Farroque said, "The speaker
has assured us of considering
the matter. We hope he willlive
up to hisword."

He alleged that on January
26 a trial court sent summons
to Khaleda Zia's cantonment
residence at 3:30am in con-
nection with the Zia
Orphanage Trust corruption
case.

"Sending summons to a
former prime minister at the
dead of night is absolutely
discourteous,” he said, adding
that this is nothing but an
attempt to create obstacles to
the opposition's return to
parliament.

Farroque said the govern-
ment speaks for democracy
and making parliament effec-
tive on one hand, but on the
other, it has been repressing
the opposition and showing
undemocratic attitude.

The BNP leader termed
deaths of BM Bakir and Amirul
Islam Mintoo, two pro-BNP
trade union and cultural
leaders, in jails mysterious
and demanded neutral probe
into the deaths.

BNP Joint Secretary
General Mahbubuddin
Khokon and Social Welfare
Secretary Abul Khair Bhuiyan,
among others, were present at
the briefing.

6 Nepali
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a huge bang after leaving the
third floor.

The injured are Kalu Man
Tamang (judoka), DebuThapa
(female judoka), Radha Devi
Rai (female judoka), Ramesh
Magar (judoka) Gyan Bahadur
Shrestha (weightlifier), Gopal
Shrestha (weightlifter) and
Dem Basnet (member of the
Nepal Sports Council).

Of them, Kalu Man broke
his leg and has been ruled out
of the event, noted Lt Col
(retd) Waliullah, chief execu-
tive officer of Bangladesh
Olympic Association. Others
received minor injuries.

Mahbubullah, marketing
manager of the hotel, said there
might have been a technical
fault, but the fact is that there
were 21 persons on the lift
which has a capacityofonly 13.

BD women
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struck in the ninth, 56th and
59th minutes.

Apart from Moirangthem's
treble, Naobi Chanu and
Sasmita scored two goals
each. Yumnam added the
other for the winners. Pinky
Bompal netted the consola-
tion goal for Sri Lanka.

In the men's competition
at the MA Aziz Stadium in
Chittagong, Afghanistan
upset India 1-0 with Belal
Arezou scoring the only goal
two minutes from half time.
After conceding the lead, India
put up a spirited show and
yielded a lot of scoring
chances but unfortunately all
wentinvain.

In the other match at the
same venue, defending cham-
pions Pakistan suffered alone-
goal defeat to Sri Lanka
though Pakistan squandered a
couple of penalty shots.

S Kaiz scored the winner in
the sixth minute while
Pakistan failed to convert
penalty shots in the 40th and
44th minutes.

[.aden blames
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with the World Economic
Forum meeting in Davos, he
warned of the impact of global
warming by saying that "dis-
cussingclimate changeisnotan
intellectual huxury, but a reality.”

"This is a message to the
whole world about those who
are causing climate change,
whether deliberately ornot, and
what we should do about that,”
hesaid.

The al-Qaeda leader then
slammed the US administra-
tion under former President
George W. Bush for not signing
the Kyoto protocol on combat-
ingclimate change.

"Bush the son, and the (US)
Congress before him, rejected
this agreement, only to satisfy
the bigcompanies," he said.

Bin Laden then went on to
urge a boycott ofthe US dollar.

"We should stop using the
dollar and get rid of it... [ know
that there would huge repercus-
sions for that, but this would be
the only way to free humankind
from slavery... to America and
itscompanies,” he added.

The broadcast came less
than a week after bin Laden
praised as a "hero" Nigerian
national Umar Farouk
Abdulmutallab who allegedly
tried to detonate explosivesona
US plane approaching Detroit
on Christmas Day, in another
audio message.

"The message that was
conveyed through the (attack
on the) plane... is that America
should not dream of security
until we enjoy it as a reality in
Palestine,” he said in the mes-

sage aired on Sunday by Al-
Jazeera.

The authenticity of that
statement could not immedi-
ately be verified, but
IntelCentre, a US group that
monitors Islamist websites, said
itappeared to be the voice of bin
Laden.

US President Barack Obama
said thatbin Laden's decision to
claim the attempted plane
attack on December 25 showed
the al-Qaeda leader had been
"weakened."

The State Department said
later that bin Laden was seeking
"glory" by taking credit for
incidents around the world.

"Bin Laden has been trying
to put his fingerprints on just
about everything that's hap-
pened for years,” said Daniel
Benjamin, the State
Department's coordinator for
counterterrorism.

"He's doing what for bin
Laden is sort of the tried and
true strategy of associating
himself with it and in that way
sort of trying to get some of the
reflected glory of the moment, if
youcancallitthat,” hesaid.

IntelCentre said it consid-
ered the language used by bin
Laden in the earlier recording as
"a possible indicator of an
upcoming attack” in the next 12
months.

Bin Laden has a 50-million-
dollar bounty on his head and
has been in hiding for the past
eight years. He is widely
believed to be holed up along
the remote mountainous bor-

der between Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

Global climate
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should contribute to battling

global warming. At the end, the
key emerging economies of
Brazil, South Africa, India and
China brokered a political
accord with President Barack
Obama and they will play a key
role in shaping what the UN
hopes will be a legally binding
climate deal by the end of the
year.

As countries shakily emerge
fromrecession, akey part of the
debate is ensuring that prog-
ress is environmentally effec-
tive but also won't break the
bank.

"In the private sector, we
need clear targets,” said
Renault-Nissan head Carlos
Ghosn, who has championed
electric cars. He encouraged
cooperation among govern-
ments and the private sector
for a climate accord and for
fixed emissions targets and
prices for emitting carbon
gases.

Yvo de Boer, head of the UN
Framework Convention on
Climate Change, told The
Associated Press that recent
scandals over climate data
have not discredited the scien-
tific evidence that global warm-
ing exists and must be coun-
tered.

"What's happened, it's
unfortunate, it's bad, it's wrong,
but [ don't think it has damaged
the basic science,” he said in an
interview late Thursday.

Global warming sceptics
have expressed anger after a
UN report warning that
Himalayan glaciers could be
gone by 2035 turned out to be
off by hundreds of years
because of a typo the actual
year was 2350 and over stolen
e-mails from the University of
East Anglia's climate science
unit.

"Concluding that the
Himalayan glaciers are going to
disappear later is like being
happy about the fact that the
Titanic is sinking more slowly
than we had originally feared,
even though it's still going to
sink," de Boer said.

De Boer expressed confi-
dence that the business leaders
at Davos, who are starting to
Eenjoy an economic recovery
after a rough couple of years,
would invest anew in renew-
able energy.

"Energy sector investments
that were put on hold because
of the crisis are beginning to be
made again," he said. "I think
people will take future climate
change policy into account.”

Also Friday, Microsoft co-
founder Bill Gates and his wife
Melinda said their foundation
will donate $10 billion over the
next decade to research new
vaccines and bring them to the

All damaged
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we talked to local representa-
tives and decided to repair the
embankments on two sides of
ariver to prevent flooding."

The authorities concerned
have now received tender
schedule from construction
firms for repairing embank-
ments in Satkhira and Khulna,
he added.

Habibur hoped that the
repair work would be com-
pleted by March.

The embankments in the
country's coastal belt were
badly affected by cyclone Sidr
in November 2008 and Aila in
May 2009.

world's poorest countries.

"We must make this the
decade of vaccines,”" Gates said
in a statement at Davos. "Inno-
vation will make it possible to
save more children than ever
before.”

The forum also honoured
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva for his "global
statesmanship,” but he could
not attend the ceremony for
health reasons. Brazilian
Foreign Minister Celso
Amorim received the award
Friday on Silva's behalf, saying
the president viewed the hon-
our asan "award for Brazil."

The forum said the award
was for Silva's eight years of
modelleadership.

Meanwhile, Microsoft co-
founder Bill Gates pledged 10
billion dollars over the next
decade Friday to research and
deliver vaccines to the world's
poorest countries.

Increased vaccination
could save more than eight
million children by 2020, said
the entrepreneur-turned-
philanthropist, announcing
the commitment by the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation
he heads with his wife.

But he added that money
was needed and called on
governments and the private
sector to do more.

"We must make this the
decade of vaccines,” said Gates
at the World Economic Forum
(WEF) in Davos. "Vaccines
already save and improve
millions of lives in developing
countries.

"Innovation will make it
possible to save more children
than ever before."

Gates, whois aregular at the
annual Swiss ski resort meeting
of political and business lead-
ers, called on others to "fill
critical financing gaps in both
research funding and child-
hood immunisation
programmes.”

"Increased investment in
vaccines by governments and
the private sector could help
developing countries dramati-
cally reduce child mortality by
the end of the decade," said a
Foundation statement.

The projections were based
on research by experts at the
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health in the
United States, on the potential
impact of vaccines on child-
hood deaths over the next 10
years.

Trade fair

FROM PAGE 1
The traffic department of
police maintains the parking
system at the fair venue.
Talking to The Daily Star,
several visitors alleged that the
criminals also snatched valu-
ables, mobile phones and cash
from them.
Sher-e-Banglanagar police
said no case was filed in this
connection.

4 get life

FROM PAGE 16
On February 1, 2007, the

accused broke into Parvin's
house and threw acid on her
around 2:30am.

The victim's son Ful Miah
filed a case with Chunarughat
Police Station the same day
and accordingly police sub-
mitted charge sheet against
the accused.

The judge during the trial
recorded testimony of 13
prosecution witnesses.



