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Could “Catcher in the Rye” finally
make It to the big screen?

Salinger letter suggests yes

Is Holden Caulfield ready for his close-up?

].D. Salinger, who died on Wednesday of
natural causes, repeatedly brushed off entreat-
ies to bring "The Catcher in the Rye" to the big
screen from producers ranging from Billy Wilder
to Steven Spielberg, according to EW.com.

Buta 1957 letter suggests Salinger was some-
what open to a posthumous adaptation of his
classic.

"Firstly, it is possible that one day the rights
will be sold. Since there's an ever-looming
possibility that I won't die rich, I toy very seri-

A brilliant compilation of Radha
Raman’s tunes

Bishwaijit Roy talks about his Citycell Channel i Music award winning album

Whether Salinger was of the same mind
more than 50 years later -- having been long-
divorced from his wife, Claire, and having
become the subject of a memoir by his daugh-
ter, Margaret, that portrayed him a disturbed
man -- is not known.

Salinger saw the 1951 "Catcher" as a "very
novelistic novel,” not easily translated to other
media. He had been particularly upset by Sam-
uel Goldwyn's adaptation of his short story,
"UncleWiggily in Connecticut,” into a mawkish
and failed 1949 movie, "My Foolish Heart,"

willing to work on folk performing art
forms. | approached Nasiruddin
Yousuff and told him about my inter-
estin Radha Raman'ssongs.”

"From 2003 [ started making occa-
sional trips to various places in Sylhet
and neighbouring areas in search of
Radha Raman compositions. [ col-
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The album "Radha Ramaner Gaan"
won in the Best Folk Music (Loko
Sangeet) category for the year 2008 at
the recent 5th Citycell Channel i
Music Awards.

Featuring songs of the Sylheti folk
composer and poet, Radha Raman

Dutt, The album was brought out by
Bishwajit Roy. It is also the debut
album of the artiste.

Bishwajit Roy is an accomplished
Nazrul singer and has trained at
Chhayanaut. Among his gurus are
Mithun Dey and Sanjib Dey. Bishwajit
is also the founder director of cultural
organisation 'Nibedon', and general
secretary of Bangladesh Sangeet
Sangathan Shamonnoy Parishad.

Talking about the award, Bishwajit
Roy said, "I see this as a recognition of
Radha Raman Dutt and our folk music
on the whole.

“His songs are not only popular in
Sylhet but also in the adjacent areas
like Maulvibazar, Comilla and
Mymensingh.”

Roy was born in Fandauk village in
Brahmanbaria.

"In our village, we used to do have
Bhor Kirtan performances. It's a
traditional performance, where the
women of the village would gather
and perform Radha Raman's songs. It
would start from 3 am and continue
till 12 noon," said Bishwajit.

"At the weddings, locals perform
Radha Raman's Geet and Dhamail
songs, " he added.

"My mother Suruchi Bala Roy used
to regularly take part in the Kirtan; she
was an ardent admirer of Radha
Raman, and used to sing his composi-
tionsin herleisure,” said Bishwajit.
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“I collected nearly 250 songs from Habiganj, Sunamgan),
Jagannathpur, Diral, Srimangal, Shayestaganj,
Maulvibazar and other areas, from individuals, local folk

groups and artistes...”

made very little sense to me. As [ grew
up I hardly had any interest in the
songs but all that changed in my
university days when 1 came across
'5ri Krishna Kirtan' (of the legendary
medieval poet Baru Chandi Das). I
was deeply moved by the profound

in our rural music. It was from this
point I started to rethink Radha
Raman's compositions.

"In 2002, Nasiruddin Yousuff
became the president of Shammilito
Shangskritik Jote (S5]) and he made
an announcement to provide finan-

lected nearly 250 songs from
Habiganj, Sunamganj, Jagannathpur,
Dirai, Srimangal, Shayestaganj,
Maulvibazar and other areas, from
individuals, local folk groups and
artistes,” Bishwajitinformed.

"I selected eleven songs and
started recording the album in 2004. It
was complete in July 2005."

Songs featured in the album are:
"Amarey Ashibar Kotha Koiya", "Orey
O Roshik Naiya", "Kala-e Poranti
Nilo", "Aaj Kenorey Pran-er Shubol’,
"Piriti Bishom Jala", "Amar Ontorey
Tusher-i Onol", "Joley Jaio Nago Rai",
"Ami Jaar Karoney Brindabon-erey”,
"Pashan Monrey Bujhaiyo" and
"Ashbey Shyam Kaliya".

Even though the recording was
complete in 2005, it took another
three years for the album to be finally
released. Bishwajit said, "The produc-
tion companies are often reluctant
when it comes to albums by new
artistes.” The album was produced by
Commitment Products and presented
by LaserVision.

Speaking of his future plans,
Bishwajit informed, "Currently I'm
working on a second album featuring
more Radha Raman songs. I hope to
release it in the coming Pahela
Baishakh.

"l wish to continue working on
Radha Raman Dutt's timeless compo-
sitions and promote his music

ously with the idea of leaving the unsold rights
to my wife and daughter as a kind of insurance
policy. It pleasures me no end, though, I might
quickly add, to know that Iwon't have to see the
results of the transaction,” he wrote, according
to EW.com.

according to EW.com.

Still, the interest from Hollywood never went
away. Even Harvey Weinstein made his bid. It

was rejected, of course,

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A laundry list of film luminaries has wanted to bring “The Catcher in the Rye” to the big
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