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ABM Fazle Karim Chowdhury, chairman of the parliamentary standing committee on housing and public works ministry, goes
round the REHAB Fair in Chittagong after inaugurating it yesterday. Tanveerul Haque Probal, president of Real Estate and
Housing Association of Bangladesh (REHAB), is also seen.

New law to facilitate

housing on cards

Chittagong REHAB fair opens

rials and machineries to help rapid

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong
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A three-day fair began here yesterday
with a call for easing housing crisis in

the country.

The "REHAB Fair, Chittagong 2010,’
organised by the Chittagong chapter of
the housing sector trade body, is taking
place for the fourth time in the port city.

ABM Fazle Karim Chowdhury,
chairman of the parliamentary stand-
ing committee on housing and public
works ministry, inaugurated the fair at
the Chittagong Club tennis ground in

the morning.

Chowdhury suggested allowing
duty-free import of construction mate-

expansion of the housing industry.
He said a law to facilitate real estate

development and housing activities

would be enacted soon.

“The Real Estate and Housing
Association of Bangladesh is contribut-
ing a lot, as the government can develop
only 12,000-14,000 houses against the
demand for 1.5 lakh houses annually,”
said the parliamentarybody chief.

He urged the developers to be cau-
tious against any hill cutting or any-
thing that endangers environment of

the port city.

Around 47 out of 637 REHAB mem-

bers are engaged in

Chittagong.

Chaired by Tanveerul Haque Probal,
REHAB's president, the opening cere-
mony was also addressed by Nasrul
Hamid, a member of the parliamentary
committee, Major (rtd) Jamshed
Hasan, the association's Chittagong
chapter chief, and Murad Iqgbal
Chowdhury, chairman of the fair
organising committee.

A total of 94 developers and building
material suppliers and three financial
institutions are participating in the fair.

It will remain open from 10 am to 8
pm today and tomorrow. The single
entry fee has been fixed at Tk 50, while

housing in Tk100isforseasonentry.

BATA
F Garcia, managing director of Bata Emerging Market (west), unveils the latest Sandak collection, a brand of plastic slippers,

sandals and shoes, at a programme at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel yesterday.
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POWER IS YOURS
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Work on power

Import goes on
Says state minister

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The government is taking
initiatives to import and
export power from and to
neighbouring countries,
State Minister for Power,
Energy and Mineral
Resources Mohammad
Enamul Haque told parlia-
ment yesterday.

“We're working on find-
ing out possible ways to
import power from India,
Nepal, Bhutan and
Myanmar to meet our
demand, " Haque said, add-
ing that a feasibility study is
being carried out to
exchange power within
South and East Asian coun-
tries on the spirit of regional
assistance.

“Technical teams of
Bangladesh and India are
working on exchange of
power, which is scheduled to
begin with the construction
of 400 kv electric line from
Bahrampur of West Bengal
to Bheramara of
Bangladesh,” the minister
said in scripted answer.

During a question-
answer session, Haque also
listed government's various
measures, which include
construction of the new
power plants and repairing
old ones.

In reply to a scripted
query, the minister said
different government
organisations owe Tk 637.31
crore as gas bills. Of the
amount, Tk 193.53 crore
remains unrealised from
Power Development Board
and Tk 222 crore from
Bangladesh Chemical
Industries Corporation.

Muhith stresses
computerisation
of govt activities

UNB, Dhaka

Finance Minister AMA
Muhith said yesterday the
computerisation of govern-
ment activities is crucial to
establishing good gover-
nance and curbing corrup-
tion.

“The ultimate outcome
will be good policy and good
governance,” Muhith said
while speaking as chief guest
at the inauguration of City IT
2010 Computer Fair at the
BCS Computer City in
Dhaka.

The minister said the
computer system should be
further developed and there
is a need for expanding the
software industry.

The government has
already launched digital
portals for all 64 districts.
“These portals have enor-
mous potential... we have to
use those widely.”

To fulfil the dream of
Digital Bangladesh, Muhith
said, steps would be taken to
digitise the government and
the business sector.

Besides, the government
would set up cyber cafés in
rural areas to increase con-
nectivity, he added.

Bangladesh Computer
Samity President Mustafa
Jabbar urged the minister to
make a provision of a fund of
around Tk 500 crore in the
next national budget to
disburse loans at low inter-
est among teachers and
students for purchasing
computers.

Mentioning that com-
puter businessmen in the
country are meostly small
and medium entrepreneurs,
he said the government
should make arrangement
for collateral-free loans at
low interest for them.

Some 157 organisations
are participating in the 10-
day fair where there are
attractive discounts offered
on laptop, notebook or net
book.

Apart from permanent
stalls, there will be another
30 stalls in the fair.

The fair will continue until
February 6 from 10am-7pm.
School students and disabled
persons will enjoy free
entrance while the regular
eniry feewillbe Tk 10.

Tea output falls short
of target

IQBAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet
Tea production in
Bangladesh missed the
target for 2009 because of
droughts in the first half of
the year.

However, comparatively
favourable weather later
helped recoup some losses
in the second half of the
year, said industry people.

Total tea production for
the year stood at 59.24 mil-
lion kilograms against 58.75
million kilograms last year.
The year's target was set at
60 million kilograms.

In 2007, tea production
stood at 57.96 million kilo-
grams, while it was 53.41
million kilograms in 2006.
The country recorded tea
production of 60.14 million
kilograms in 2005. It was
the highest production in
recent years, officials said.

Mukul Jyoti Dutta, direc-
tor (incharge) of
Bangladesh Tea Research
Institute (BTRI) at
Srimangal, told The Daily
Star that total production in

2009 stood a little ahead of
the previous year but the
year's target was missed
slightly. Farming of the
sensitive crop suffered due
to insufficient rainfall in the
year, he added.

The tea-producing
region experienced 86.51
inches of rainfall in 2009,
which was 90.75 inches last
year. In 2007, rainfall was
recorded at 130.87 inches.

Md Shahjahan, manager
of the state-run Somonbhag
Tea Estate of Juri valley, said
there was almost no rainfall
at the beginning of the year.
The sensitive crop suffered
much due to fluctuating
temperatures and sun-
shine.

On the other hand, soil
nutrients are also gradually
falling. Tea planters also
need to arrange water reser-
voirs to manage irrigation,
he said.

Numan Haider
Chowdhury, general man-
ager of Khadim Tea Estate in
Sylhet, said yesterday the
sensitive crop requires a

uniform rainfall and sun-
shine, especially in the
period between March and
October.

Numan, also the circle
chairman of Bangladesh
Tea Association's North
Sylhet Valley, said we suf-
fered in the first half of the
year, as the distribution of
rainfall was also not uni-
form.

Tea is an important cash
crop of Bangladesh. Itis also
one of the largest agro
based industries in the
country.

There are 160 tea estates
with total production of
about 55-60 million kilo-
grams a year.

Although the local con-
sumption accounted for
about two thirds of total
production earlier, it
increased recently. As a
result, a fourth of total tea
production is no longer
exported.

In 2008, total tea export
stood at 5.17 million kilo-
grams, which will be much
less in 2009.
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Vincent Yip, general manager of Sony Singapore Marketing Company, inaugurates a sales and

service centre of Sony-Rangs at Lalmatia in Dhaka yesterday. Aktar Hussain, chairman and
managing director of Rangs Group of Companies, is also seen.

BRAC Bank to get grant
to bring the poor
under banking net

STAR BUSINESS DESK
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BRAC Bank will get part of a
$5.5 million grant from
ShoreBank International to
help the poor and grassroots
have savings accounts.

The grant will come from
a package of the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation
that will be given to six inter-
mediaries including
ShoreBank International,
said a statement by the local
bank.

The leading SME bank in
Bangladesh is one of the four
nominated from Asia by
ShoreBank for the package.

BRAC Bank will utilise the
fund to expand its portfolios
and make savings accounts
available to the poor and
grassroots across the coun-
try in the next five years.

This is expected to create

new avenues for the poor to
make deposits and with-
drawals, expand the avail-
ability of existing savings
products and fund savings-
focused marketing cam-
paigns.

“Access to savings ser-
vices and products protects
the poor by making them
less vulnerable while open-
ing the door to new eco-
nomic opportunities and
earning a positive return,”
said Laurie ] Spengler, presi-
dent of ShoreBank
International Ltd.

“There is certainly an
opportunity for banking at
the grassroots level,” said
AEA Muhaimen, managing
director and chief executive
officer of BRAC Bank.

“But bringing them
affordable savings accounts
in a sustainable manner

remains as a challenge.”

He thanked shareholders
such as ShoreCap Exchange,
a concern of ShoreBank
International, whose global
presence helped BRAC Bank
avail of such an opportunity.

Syed Faridul Islam, head
of SME (small and medium
enterprise) Banking at BRAC
Bank, said they have the
technical know-how and a
reach through 429 SME Unit
Offices. This grant will now
enable them to reach the
remote areas with savings
accounts.

ShoreBank is the interna-
tional consulting affiliate of
ShoreBank Corporation, a
leading community devel-
opment and environmental
banking company in the US,
which has been advising
financial institutions in
Bangladesh since 1983.
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