tar
TS

& Entertdinment

DHAKA THURSDAY JANUARY 28, 2010 culture_dailystar@yahoo.com @[‘l? B 12 55’(511‘

Dance Drama

Play: Hey Ananta
Punya

Troupe: Shadhona
Venue: National

Academy
Date: January 28
Time: 7:00pm

Theatre Hall, Shilpakala

Focus on Radha Raman’s soulful

tunes from Sylhet
Folk Music Festival at BSA

Tamanna Rahman and her troupe Nrityam perform dance at the programme.

A CORRESPONDENT
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As part of the weeklong Folk Music
Festival 2010, on January 26 Depart-
ment of Music and Dance of Bangla-
desh Shilpakala Academy (BSA)

arranged an in-depth discussion on
the life and works of Radha Raman
Dutta. Renditions of the bard's
songs by artistes from all over the
country were the highlight of the
evening.

Radha Raman Dutta (1833-1915)
was a Sylheti (Sunamganj) poet and
composer who attained the status

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Ghum
Photographer: Bakin
Rabbi

Venue: Alliance Francaise
de Dhaka, 26 Mirpur Rd,
Dhanmondi

Date: January 23-
February 5

2010

the 'father of dhamail songs' that with the human soul," said Profes-
are widely performed by Bengali sorSharma.
musicians.
Professor Nandlal Sharma elab- posed over 2,000 songs in the baul
orately discussed on the bard's life tradition. Of them around 1000
and works on the occasion.
"He was not a mystic baul like in particular for his geet and
Lalon or Shah Abdul Karim but his dhamail songs, a combination of
refined sense of devotion and music and dance found in Shri
humility placed him on their level. Krishna Kirtan. His compositions
He popularised songs that convey are still performed at weddings all
the kind of devotion demonstrated over Bangladesh and in West Ben-
in the "Vaishnav Padaboli" (Bengali gal," Sharma added.
poetry from the medieval period) -- Later, Krishna Chanda, Tulika
popularising a form of religion Ghosh, Bishwajit Roy,

"Radha Raman wrote and com-

have been collected. He was known

PHOTO COURTESY: BANGLAR CHOKH
Abdus Sobhan sings a Radha Raman number.

Festival
Title: Jatio Pitha Utshab

Venue: Coffee House
premises, Shilpakala

Academy
Date: January 21-28
Time: 3-10pm

Theatre

Play: Opekkhoman
Troupe: Nagarik Natya
Sampradyay

Venue: National
Theatre Hall,
Shilpakala Academy
Date: January 29
Time: 7pm

Bangladeshi lyrical drama
“Chandmoni” staged in Cuttack

REZAUL KARIM, Faridpur wings of one of the fairies for the prin-
.............................................................. cess. Meanwhile the fairies search high
“Chandmoni”, a lyrical drama, was andlowforthewingsand finallyfind that

staged recently at Kala Bikash Kendra in theyarewith Balram. They repeatedly ask
Cuttack town, in the Indian state of him toreturn the wings before sunrise as

Orissa. the fairy might die without her wings.
Chander Haat, a leading cultural The storyends on a tragic note.
organisation of Faridpur from Bangla- Suparna, Ananda, Antora, Prema,
desh, staged the play at the 6th Interna- Mohan, Ananna and Sena played major
tional Children's Theatre Festival 2010. roles in the production.
“Chandmoni”, written and directed by Shahadat Hosssain Tito, president of

Proshenjit Paul, centres on a princess ChanderHaatled thetroupeiniIndia.The
named Chandmoni. She wishes tomarry team also included stage manger
someone who would get her a fairy's Goutam Saha and choreographer
wings. Drummers go throughout the Hasifuzzaman.
kingdom to announce the wishes of the Chief Justice I M Kuddusi of Orissa
princess. High Court was the chief guest at the
Balram, a young man decides to take opening session of the festival. Dr.
up the challenge. He soon gets hischance Narayan Saha, president of Theatre Move-
onedayin ajungle when he comesacross ment; Justice D.P Mohaparta; Rabindra
some fairies dancing gaily. When the Narayan Das; Dhornidhor Nayak;
fairies leave their wings momentarily to Ranodhir Das and GB Das Mahartaptra
take a dip in a river, Balram steals the addressedthegatheringat festival.
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Anjali Sarkar and others performed \ nAERNES T F

Radha Raman songs at the event.
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Artistes of Nrityam -- led by AF¥
Tamanna Rahman -- performed a .

group dance on the occasion.
A noticeable distraction was

another musical programme -- part
of the '"National Pitha Utshab' --
being held right next to the Folk
Music Festival stage. The audience
felt that it was a total chaos. Hold- »
ing two musical programmes next

to each other in an open space, ' -

simultaneously, was perhaps not a o

wise decision on the organisers' PHOTO: STAR

of a legend. He is also considered where supernatural spirit mingles Mohiduzzaman, Rokeya Faruk, part. Chander Haat, a leading cultural organisation of Faridpur, staged the play.
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