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Dance Drama Photography
Play: Hey Ananta Exhibition

Punya Title: Ghum

Troupe: Shadhona g:;?ﬂﬂl:'“‘“ Bakin
Venue: National Venue: Alliance Francaise
Theatre Hall, Shilpakala de Dhaka, 26 Mirpur Rd,

Dhanmondi
Date: January 23-
February 5

Academy
Date: .Januar';.r 28
Time: 7:00pm

Festival

Title: Jatio Pitha Utshab
2010

Venue: Coffee House
premises, Shilpakala
Academy

Date: January 21-28
Time: 3-10pm

celebration at Sagardari

MOKAMMEL HAQUE SHUVO, Jessore 'Madhusudan as a playwright' and '

Madhusudan and Bengali sonnets’.

One of the highlights of the cultural
programmes is jatra. People from all
walks of life are thronging the shows,
which start around midnight. Performing
troupes include Madhusudan Lok Natya
Dal of Sagardari, Mathura Natya Goshthi
of Keshabpur and Protima Opera of
Monirampur. Besides well-known artists
and cultural groups from different part of
the country are performing songs, dances
and more.

On the third day of the fair about 200
children from local schools and cultural
organisations brought out a rally. They
celebrated the day with music, dance and
adrawing competition.

There are about 250 stalls at the
'Madhu Mela' premises, offering famed
wooden handicrafts Keshabpur, an array
of delectable traditional sweets, agricul-
tural tools and so on. People also seem to
enjoy the circus at the mela.

Authorities have barred 15 stalls that
were holding distasteful dance perfor-
mances in the guise of 'magic show'.

The fairis sponsored by Banglalink.
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To mark the 186th birth anniversary ofthe
poet Michael Madhusudan Dutta, a
weeklong mela at his ancestral home in
Sagardari has been organised by the
Jessore district administration. This
year's fair includes jatra performances on
open stage, rallies of poets and children,
discussion on life and works of the leg-
endary poetand more.

Every year the fair starts from January
25 (Madhusudan's birthday). But this
year, because of SSC examination, the
'‘Madhu Mela' started from January 22
and will continue till 28.

From January 23 to 28, everyday a
discussion on the various facets of
Madhusudan and his literature is held at
the fair. Renowned poets, litterateurs and
cultural personalities are featured at the
discussions. Subjects include 'Madhu
Mela and the river Kapotakkho in
Madhusudan's poems’', 'Women in
Madhusudan's literature', 'Madhusudan
and Bengali identity', 'Reflection of soci-
ety in Madhusudan's satire’,
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Information and Cultural Affairs Minister Abul Kalam Azad (4-L) at the inaugural programme.

Madhusudan’s 186th birth anniversary

Michael Madhusudan Dutta

Theatre

Play: Opekkhoman
Troupe: Nagarik Natya
Sampradyay

Venue: National
Theatre Hall,
Shilpakala Academy
Date: January 29
Time: 7pm

Samarjit Roy Chowdhury receives
Sultan Padak

A CORRESPONDENT
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Samarjit Roy Chowdhury
has won the SM Sultan
Padak (award) for the year
2009. Chowdhury is one of
the finest painters of
Bangladesh. His works
delve deep into the folk
traditions of Bangladesh.
Birds, flowers, trees, leaves
and various animals are
recurring motifs in his
works.

The award was handed
over to the artist on
January 24 in Narail. State
Minister for Labour and
Employment Begum
Munnujan Sufian was
present at the award giv-
ing ceremony as chief
guest. The award is con-
ferred jointly by SM Sultan
Foundation and
Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy. The award has
been given annually since
2001. Most senior painters
of the country have
already received this
award.

Chowdhury said, “Sul-
tan was not only a glob-
ally renowned artist but
also a philanthropist in
his native district Narail.
I'm overwhelmed by this
honour. When I got
admitted at Dhaka Art
College (now Faculty of
Fine Arts, University of

Samarjit Roy Chowdhury

Dhaka) in 1955, the col-
lege was in Segun
Bagicha and Sultan lived
in a tiny room behind the
college. He frequently
visited the institute. He
always had a flute with
him. He was a bohemian.
One day, strangely
enough, he came to the
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college wearing a white
sari. In the '50s and '60s,
I came across many arti-
cles on him in several
English newspapers and
journals published from
West Pakistan. He had
the rare ability to quickly
become the centre of
attention at any social

el

and cultural gathering.

In 1975, his solo paint-
ing exhibition was held at
Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy. His larger than
life paintings truly delin-
eate the peasant, rural life
and atmosphere of
Bengal.”
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