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WOES OF SHARECROPPERS

Crop loans on easy terms
not that easy to draw

UNB, Thakurgaon

Sharecroppers of the district
have been facing harassment
in getting crop loans from the
state-owned banks allegedly
due to non-cooperation of
the landowners and bank
officials.

Although the government
announced soft loans for
sharecroppers on easy terms
and conditions many share-
croppers are not getting the
loans due to various compli-
cations.

Rajshahi Krishi Unnayan
Bank (Rakub) disbursed Tk
18 lakh while Sonali and
Agrani Bank Tk 7 lakh as crop
loans among the farmers of
the district since November
last year.

Only 204 sharecroppers
got loans from Rakub during
this period while 314
received loans from Sonali
Bank in Thakurgaon and
Panchagarh districts.

An official of Sonali Bank
said sharecroppers who have
17 percent land of his own are

eligible to get the loans.

On the other hand, Rakub
gives loan to those share-
croppers who have 50 per-
cent land of their own.

Sharecroppers alleged
that they have been facing
problems due to various
complicated rules and regu-
lations in getting loans from
different banks.

Besides, many sharecrop-
pers are not getting loans as
the landowners are not coop-
erating with them in receiv-
ing the loans, they said.

The signature of the land-
owners is needed for getting
loans of the sharecroppers as
their guarantor but in most
cases landowners are show-
ing reluctance to extend their
cooperation.

Sources said Janata Bank
disbursed crop loans of Tk
1.75 crore while Agrani Bank
disbursed Tk 4.55 lakh during
this period.

Many sharecroppers
alleged that they got loans by
bribing bank officials and
CBAleaders.
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Visitors crowd Madhu Mela at Sagardari in Keshabpur upazila of Jessore on Sunday, the concluding
day of the fair, marking the 186th birth anniversary of great poet Michael Madhusudan Dutta.
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Criminals

held in
Kushtia

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

Police on Sunday night
arrested four criminals with
help of locals following a
failed bid to snatch a
microbus killing its driver in
Doshmile area on Kushtia-
Bheramara highway.

According to police, a
group of four came to Kushtia
on Sunday evening and
rented a microbus from
Majampur area of the town to
go to Rajshabhi.

When the microbus
reached Doshmile under
Bheramara upazila at about
8.00: pm, a criminal tried to
smother the driver with a
piece of cord from behind.

The driver instantly
stopped the micro and cried
for help.

Locals rushed to the spot

and caught one of the crimi-
nals.

A police team from
Bheramara later arrested
all four identified as
Humayan Kabir of
Hanighati in Singra upazila
in Natore, Khudu Mia of
Hargram colony in
Rajshahi town and Redwan
and Selim Sardar of
Maniknagar in Iswardi
upazila in Pabna.

Robbers loot
house in
Chuadanga

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

Armed robbers on Saturday
night looted a house critically
injuring house owner at
Chadpur village in Alamdanga
upazila in Chuadanga.

According to police, they
entered the house of Moslem
Uddin at about 12:30 pm on
the plea of drinking water.

As Moslem came out with
water, the gang held him
hostage at gun point.

Then the gang looted Tk 70,
000 and gold ornament worth
aboutTk 1 lakh.

The looters mercilessly
beat up Moslem. He is now
undergoing treatment at
Alamdanga upazila health
complex.

A case was filed with
Alamdanga police station.

In Laxmipur, four robbers
of an inter-district gang were
held along with firearms and
bullets at Proshadpur wvillage
early Sunday:.

The arrestees were identi-
fied as Sahidul Islam Kiron,
Yousuf Ali Mintu and Md Rasel
of Shompara village in
Chatkhil upazila and Shahidul
Islam Shahid of Satkania
upazila in Chittagong, reports
UNB.

Acting on secret informa-
tion, a team of Chatkhil police
conducted a drive at the betel-
leaf orchard of Afazuddin and
arrested the four robbers
while they were preparing to
commit robbery in the area at
about 3:00am.

The law enforcers also
seized five guns and 30 bullets
from their possession.
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Members of the Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) seize 13, 500 guidebooks worth about Tk 25 lakh from a warehouse of Arafat Library in
Patuakhal town yesterday. The seized guidebooks were later handed over to police.

Farmers getting higher
yield using 'guti' urea

UNB, Barisal

The project was funded by

Farmers using 'guti' (granu-
lar) urea are getting increased
yield compared to those
applving conventional
method of spreading urea on
croplands.

This was disclosed in a
daylong workshop organised
by International Fertiliser
Development Centre (IFDC)
at Sufia Kamal auditorium in
the city Sunday.

The speakers said around
2.8 lakh farmers saving their
30 to 35 per cent fertiliser
through successful adaptation
ofurea deep placement (UDP)
could produce additional
74.000 tonnesrice in storm-hit
35 upazilas of Barisal,
Patuakhali, Barguna,
Jhalakati, Pirojpur,

Bagerhut, Shariatpur and
Madaripur districts.

Some 60 participants from
administration, agriculture,
food, bank, women affairs,
social welfare, non-
government and educational
institutions, media sectors
and stakeholders attended the
programme under the two-
year-long 'improved liveli-
hood for storm-affected rice

farmers (ILSAFARM)'
project.

United States Agency for
International Aid (USAID)
with the help of Department
of Agriculture Extension
(DAE).

Nurun Nabi Talukdar,
divisional commissioner, as
chief guest attended the
programme, presided over by
Mashiur Rahman, deputy
commissioner of Barisal.

Aftabuddin Khan, addi-
tional director, Department of
Agricultue Extension, Barisal
region, Mofizul Islam, senior
agriculture specialist of IFDC
Asia division, Grahamme
Hunter, chief of the party,
addressing the workshop
claimed that the 'guti' urea
project was a success as the
production of paddy
increased and consumption of
urea fertiliser reduced.

The deep placement of
large urea granules into pud-
dle enhances the soil's nitro-
gen absorption capacity. It
helps nitrogen to stay close to
the roots of paddy plants,
preventing urea from being
washed away by rains or
floods, claimed Mofizul Islam.

Speaking on the occasion,
Mahfuza Begum, Sima
Begum, Selina Begum, stake-
holders of UDP project areas,

said they cultivated lands
using 'guti' urea and got three
times better result than the
lands cultivated by urea
sprayed by hand in the tradi-
tional method and earned
good amount of profit.

A section of participants,
however, expressed the view
that normal fertility of the land
may shrink faster with the use
of 'guti’ urea instead of using
organic compost fertiliser.

Ilyas Laskar, deputy com-
missioner of Jhalakati, raising
question apprehended that
the yield for the time being
could be increased due to the
use of 'guti' urea, but the
normal fertility of the land
would be reduced within a few
years.

The organisers differing
the opinion claimed the
ministry of agriculture with
technical assistance from
the International Centre for
Soil Fertility and
Agricultural Development
has been implementing the
Guti Urea Technology
Extension Project in the
country since November
2007 and any adverse effect
is yet to be found since
starting the project in
February 2008.

Bomb attack
on traders

A CORRESPONDENT,
Meherpur

Two bamboo traders were
injured in a bomb attack on
Sunday night at a village under
Gangni upazila of the district.

Police and villagers said
when the two traders reached
Shahebnagar Taltola area on
the way to Alamdanga along
with a bamboo-loaded trolley,
the criminals hurled bombs
onthem,

Police later recovered a live
bomb from the spot. The
criminals were demanding
toll from the two traders, the
villagers said.

Students
block road

A CORRESPONDENT, Jessore

Students of Singia Ideal
College went on rampage and
vandalised 15/20 vehicles on
Jessore-Khulna highway at
Bashundia bazaar on Monday
morning.

They were protesting
attack on them on the previ-
ous day by the students of
Noapara College over a foot-
ball match that left 15 stu-
dents injured.

The students blocked the
road and stopped the vehicu-
lar movement for about three
hours.

Girl beaten up
by gang dies

A CORRESPONDENT, Cox's
Bazar

An 11-year-old girl, who was
severely beaten up by a gang of
criminals at Shamlapur village
under coastal Baharchhara
Union of Teknaf upazila on
January 16, died at Chittagong
Medical College Hospital on
Friday.

The dead is Monwara
Begum, daughter of local
fisherman Shamsul Alam.

Police and witnesses said
Shamsul Alam, a resident of
Badarkhali village in Chakoria
upazila, has been living with
his family in a small dwelling
house on a piece of land of the
coastal forest department at
Shamlapur village for about
sixyears.

He has grown different
trees including those of
mango, jackfruit and plum on

his homestead.

Locals said Mohammad
Sultan of Shamlapur village
along with 10 to 12 criminals
attacked Shamsul Alam's
house on January 16. The gang
destroyed his house and looted
plums. When they tried to
obstruct the criminals, the
criminals beat up Shamsul, his
wife Dholai Bibi, 30 and daugh-
ter Monwara Begum, 11.

Critically injured Monwara
was admitted to Teknaf
Hospital and later shifted to
Cox's Bazar Sadar Hospital on
January 19. As her condition
deteriorated on January 21,
she was referred to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital
where she died on the night of
January 22.

A murder case was field
with Teknaf Police Station the
same day. No one was arrested
asofyesterday.

PHOTO: STAR
Officials and employees of Khulna City Corporation (KCC) observe a one-hour pen down strike
yesterday demanding arrest of the 'real’ killers of KCC ward councillor Shahid Igbal Bithar.
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ATION FOR TENDERS

Sealed Tenders are hereby invited fmm the eligibte Tenderers as defined in the tender
documents of the under mentioned works as per terms & conditions stated below.
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1. |Procuning Entity

Pubali Bank Limited,
(Engineering Depariment), Head Office, 26
Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000.,

Establishment Division

2. |Tender Name

Decoration works of proposed premises of
Batiaghata Branch, Khulna.

3. |Time for completion of the work

15 (Fifteen) Calendar days.

4. |Eligibility of Tenderers

certificate.

) Minimum Work experience of 3(Three) years in
building decoration/renovation

i) The tenderer must have experience during
3(Three) years in completion of work(s) in same
nature costing minimum Tk. 8.00(Eight) Lac.

it} Having valid frade license, up fo date income lax
clearance certificate and VAT registration

iv) Must be financially solvent.

5. |Price of Tender Document

refundable,

Tk. 800.00(Tk. Eight hundred) only non-

6. |{Amount of Tender Security

2.5% of total bid amount in the form of Payment

Order favoring Pubali Bank Limited, Head Office,
Dhaka-1000.

Name and address of the
office from where tender
documents will be obtained &

to be dropped

Pubali Bank Limited, Establishment Division,
Engineering Department (12" floor), 26 Dilkusha
C/A, Dhaka -1000,

8. |Last date & time for selling Up to 5.00 PM (BST) on 28.01.2010
tender documents

9. |Last date & time for tender Up to 11.00 AM (BST) on 31.01.2010
submission

10.| Date and time for tender At 11.15AM (BST) on 31.01.2010 in presence
opening of bidder (if any)

11.| Special Instructions Pubali Bank Limited reserves the right to accept

partly or fully any quotation or reject any or all
quotation and not bound to accept the lowest
guotation without assigning reason whatsoever.

M. A. Zubair
General Manager =




