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Nadal, Henin on course

AP, Melbourne

Defending cham-
pion Rafael Nadal
has won his third-
round match at the Australian Open, beat-
ing Philipp Kohlschreiber of Germany 6-4,
6-2,2-6,7-5.

Second-seeded Nadal, who beat Roger
Federer in last year's final at Melbourne
Park, broke Kohlschreiber's serve in the
11th game ofthe fourth set Friday. He held
serve to take the match, closing with a
forehand winner at Rod Laver Arena.

Kim Clijsters of Belgium suffered a
humbling third round defeat.

Clijsters, one of the favourites to win
the title, was blasted off court by 19th
seeded Russian Nadia Petrova 6-0, 6-1 in
only 52 minutes, shocking the large crowd
who had come to cheer her on.

Earlier Friday, Justine Henin staged
another memorable comeback to
advance in her first Grand Slam out of
retirement, beating No. 27 Alisa
Kleybanova 3-6, 6-4, 6-2 in the third
round.

Facing two break points at 1-3 in the
second set, it seemed as if Henin's dra-
matic win over Olympic gold medalist
and fifth-ranked Elena Dementieva on
Wednesday had sapped too much energy:.
After all, it was only the seventh match for
the seven-time Grand Slam winner since
she returned from 20 months off the tour.

But Henin managed to hold that game,
hitting the lines with her groundstrokes
instead of just missing them, and in the

%]

The Gaosd Siom ol KsiniPacilic

next game converted her first break-point
chance against Kleybanova. As soon
Henin found her range, the match was as
good as over.

Former No. l-ranked Andy Roddick
was challenged all the way in a 6-7 (4-7),
6-4, 6-4, 7-6 (7-3) win over Feliciano
Lopez. He next will play 2007 runner-up
Fernando Gonzalez of Chile, who was
backed by a noisy Chilean contingent in
stifling conditions on Showcourt 2 as he
beat Kazakhstan's Evgeny Korolev 6-7 (5-
7),6-3,1-6,6-3,6-4.

Britain's Andy Murrayhada7-5, 6-1, 6-
4 win over Florent Serra of France and will
next face American John Isner, who fired
26aces and hit 73 winnersina6-1, 4-6, 7-6
(7-4), 7-6 (7-5) victory over No. 12 Gael
Monfils of France.

On paper, it was an upset, although 24-
year-old Isner who was given the last
seeding for the tournament after
Frenchman Gilles Simon withdrew went
into the match with a two wins and only
one loss against Monfils.

The winner of the Murray-Isner match
is likely to face defending champion
Rafael Nadal in the guarterfinals. Nadal
had a night match Friday against Philipp
Kohlschreiber of Germany:.

Roddick broke Lopez in the third game
of the second set and the ninth of the third
set, serving out at love both times.

Henin, unranked and playing on a
wild-card entry, had a momentary lapse
in the deciding set when Kleybanova
broke her serve, but otherwise dominated
thelast 10 games.

Only two nights earlier, Henin had to
save set points to finish off Dementieva in
a tiebreaker, drawing on the experience of
losing in similar circumstances to Kim
Clijsters after holding match points in the
Brisbane International final on Jan. 9.

That was Henin's first tournament
since she quit while holding the No. 1
ranking in May 2008. In what is shaping as
the Belgian quarter, Henin now must beat
Yanina Wickmayer to have a chance at a
quarterfinal against Kim Clijsters.

Wickmayer, who is ranked No. 16 but
unseeded because she was under a sus-
pension since overturned for breaching
the World Anti-Doping Agency's "where-
abouts rule” when direct entries closed
for the Australian Open advanced 6-1, 6-
7 (4-7), 6-3 over Sara Errani. She needed
painkillers for back pain against Errani
and said she'd need treatment before
facing Henin.

Second-seeded Dinara Safina had an
easier third-round match, advancing
with a 6-1, 6-2 victory over Britain's Elena
Baltacha in her first match on Rod Laver
Arena since her lopsided loss to Serena
Williams in last year's final.

Safina, a three-time Grand Slam final-
ist, will have a more difficult assignment
next round against fellow Russian Maria
Kirilenko, who beat Italian Roberta Vinci
7-5, 7-6 (7-4). Kirilenko had an upset win
over 2008 champion Maria Sharapova in
the opening round.

Former No. 1-ranked Jelena Jankovic
was upset 6-2, 6-3 by No. 31 Alona
Bondarenko.
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Defending champion Rafael Nadal of Spain exults after beating Phillipp Kohlschreiber of Germany in the third round of the Australian
Open in Melbourne yesterday. Nadal won 6-4. 6-2. 2-6. 7-5.

IPL opener
shifted to
Mumbai

AFP, New Delhi

The opening match of the
Indian Premier League in
March has been shifted out of
Hyderabad due to ongoing
protests over the proposed
creation of a new state, a top
official said on Friday.

The match between defend-
ing champions the Deccan
Chargers and the Kolkata
Knight Riders, which was due to
be held in Hyderabad on March
12, will now be played in
Mumbai, IPL commissioner
Lalit Modi told reporters.

Hyderabad, the capital of
Andhra Pradesh state, has seen
unrest over the past few weeks
after the federal government
announced in December that
the region would be carved in
two to create a separate state of
Telangana.

Protesters on Thursday
disrupted a Twenty20 cricket
match organised by the
Deccan Chargers franchise in
Hyderabad.

"The first match of the I[PL's
new season will now be held in
Mumbai on March 12," said
Modi. "The opening match
and the gala dinner the previ-
ous evening are very impor-
tant for us.

"People from all over the
world are coming and we are
going to make sure that every-
thingisin order. We don't want
to take any chances.

"There are no changes to
other matches, everything
looksfine."”

Hyderabad were due to
host the seven home matches
ofthe Chargers.

Two weeks ago, an influen-
tial right-wing Hindu party in
Mumbai warned that it would
try to stop Australian cricket-
ers playing in parts of India
because of attacks on Indians
living Down Under.

Volleyball

FROM PAGE 17
There are five new players in

the side picked for the SA
Games.

SQUAD

Mamun Sheikh (captain),
Rafiqul Islam (vice captain),
Shudorshon Chowdhury,
Shah Jahan, Aslam Hossain,
Mohammed Shamim,
Humayun Kabir, Kaiser
Hamid,

Masud Mia, Monir Hossain,
Ali Hossain, Haider Ali
Manager: Advocate Fazle
Rabbi

Head coach: Yaad Ali
Assistant coach: Mohammed
Sohel

Kamal accuses

FROM PAGE 17

Tk one lakh for scoring a cen-
tury against India in the first
Testin Chittagong.

BCB too gave Tk one lakh to
Mushfiqur for his century.

The BCB president also
expressed his discontent over
the way the Under-19 cricket-
ers have lost two crucial
matches in the ongoing World
Cup in New Zealand.

"Why they cant take two
runs from three balls whereas
they concede 38 from two
overs themselves. There must
be lack of communication
somewhere. The directives
from the dressing room may
be not reachingthe players.”

Bangladesh under-19s
failed to qualify for the Cup
phase as they went down by a
single run against West Indies
and then gave away 24 runs in
the final over against Pakistan
tolose that match too.

Kotla cleared for WC

¥ Cricket

AFP, New Delhi

The International Cricket Council on
Thursday ruled that New Delhi will remain a
venue for the 2011 World Cup despite a pitch
fiascolate last year.

An one-day international between India
and Sri Lanka was abandoned after 23.3 overs
on December 27 due to what match referee
Alan Hurst said was an "unfit” wicket at the
Ferozeshah Kotla Stadium.

An ICC investigation, the findings of which
were released on Thursday, ruled that the
"pitch prepared for the above match was
dangerous and should therefore be classified
as 'unfit”.

But the governing body accepted a plea from
the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
that the Kotla remain a World Cup venue, with
an ICC pitch consultant supervising the prepa-
ration of the wicket.

The BCCI, in turn, agreed not to host any
international matches at the Kotla for the
rest of 2010.

The pitch consultant will oversee the reme-
dial work needed to make the Kotla wicket fit to
holdWorld Cup matches, an ICCrelease said.

The ICC's general manager David
Richardson and chief match referee Ranjan
Madugalle studied video footage of the match,
and examined the reports of the match referee
and the BCCI before reaching a decision.

"We understand that turf pitches, by their
very nature, are not and cannot be expected to
always behave predictably and that an occa-
sional delivery of unexpected steep bounce,
while not ideal especially for limited-overs

cricket, is part of the game," Richardson said in
a statement.

"In this instance, however, we are of the view
that the frequency of the misbehaving deliver-
ies (on average just more than one every three
overs) and the excessive degree of variation had
the potential to inflict serious injury to the
batsmen.

"Therefore the pitch that was prepared for
the above match was 'dangerous’ and should
therefore be classified as 'unfit'.

"We acknowledge and endorse the decision
by the BCCI not to schedule any international
cricket at the ground prior to the end of 2010,
which is consistent with our own finding.

"While the pitch was unfit for international
cricket, it is also worth bearing in mind that it is
the first time the Feroz Shah Kotla pitch has
beenrated as unfit.”

[CC chief executive Haroon Lorgat said he
was confident the Kotla pitch will return to
international standards by the time the World
Cup came,

"We are confident that there is ample time
for the necessary remedial work to be carried
out ahead of next year's ICC Cricket World
Cup,” said Lorgat.

"It is important now that the work should be
carried out and domestic cricket played on the
pitch to make sure it returns to the standards
required for high-level international cricket.

"Let's not forget, this ground is one of the
world's iconic venues and it's imperative it
stages matches during what is the game's
biggest tournament,” Lorgat added.

The Kotla, a regular Test venue, is scheduled
to host four matches of the World Cup to be
organised jointly by India, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh in February-April, 2011.

White ton powers Australia

FROM PAGE 17

them out briefly before White

Hauritz 9 0 68 0

he was caught at midwicket cameofageathome. Clarke 2 0 8 0
trying fﬂl:.' a{lﬂther clearance SCOREBOARD Hussey 2 0 12 0
and the innings soon ended ¢, }ooq of the first one- AUSTRALIA

with l:s{ﬂhammad Asit ] day international between WatsoncAjmalbAamer 5
OUTE with two DTS remalivng. Australia and Pakistan at the Marsh c Navedul b Asif 15

Watson finished with a career-
best 4 for 36 off 10 while

Brisbane Cricket Ground on

Ponting ¢ sub (Latif) b Afridi 27

: Friday: Clarke run out 58
McKay returned 3 for 61 in a 4 :
mixed bowling display for the PAKISTAN : White b Navedul 105
Australians, who had less Buttc Haddin b Bollinger 72  Hussey not out 35
support than usual with the K Akmal c Clarke bWatson 34  Haddin not out 7
crowd of 19,758 the smallest YounuscMarshbMcKay 46  Extras: (b-4,1b-10,w-9) 23
for an ODI at the ground in  Yousuf b Bollinger 2 Total: (For 5 wkts in 48.3
yoars UAkmalcHaddinbMcKay 28 overs) i

Malik ¢ Haddin b Watson 28

Butt added 62 with the

recalled Kamran Akmal (34)

before joining forces with
Younus Khan. Younus came in
for his first match since giving
up the captaincy and was
struggling with the added
intensity on the way to 46. He
knew he would get better with
time and hung in to be the
support partner in stands with

Asif run out

Butt, Umar Akmal (23) and Bowler 0
Shoaib Malik (28). When he Bollinger 9.4
departed pulling McKay to Siddle 8
deep square leg the tourists McKay 9
were in trouble. Afridi dug Watson 10

Afridi c Hussey b Watson
Aamer c Haddin b McKay 0
Navedul not out
Ajmal c Clarke b Watson = 2

Extras: (Ib-4, w-5, nb-2) 11
Total: (All out in 49.4 overs)
Fall of wickets: 1-62, 2-117, 3-
123, 4-156, 5-205, 6-221, 7-
227, 8-269, 9-274.

Did not bat: Hauritz, McKay,
Siddle, Bollinger.
Fall of wickets: 1-16, 2-37, 3-
84,4-186,5-260.

48

8

0 Bowler O M R w
Asif 10 1 44 1
274 Aamer 9 0 29 1
Navedul 10 0 61 1
Afridi 10 0 66 1
Ajmal 93 0 61 0
M R w  Result: Australia won by 5
0 37 2 wickets.
1 48 0 Man-of-the-match: Cameron
0 61 3  White.
0 36 4 Toss:Pakistan.
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Chief of Army Staff General Md. Abdul Mubeen inaugurates the two-day Summit Cup Golf tournament

atthe Kurmitola Golf Club yesterday.

AUSSIE OPEN

AT A GLANCE

AP, Melbourne

A look at Friday's fifth day of
the Australian Open tennis
championships:

WEATHER: Mostly overcast,
with a high of99 degrees.
ATTENDANCE: Day: 37,926.
WINNERS: Men: No. 4 Juan
Martin Del Potro, No. 5 Andy
Murray, No. 7 Andy Roddick,
No. 11 Fernando Gonzalez,
No.33 JohnIsner.

Women: No. 2 Dinara Safina,
No. 19 Nadia Petrova, No. 31

Alona Bondarenko.
LOSERS: Men: No. 12 Gael
Monfils.

Women: No. 8 Jelena Jankovic,
No. 11 Marion Bartoli, No. 15
Kim Clijsters, No. 27 Alisa
Kleybanova.

STAT OF THE DAY: 1Fewest
number of games Clijsters
won in aWTA match, her worst
ever loss at tourlevel.

QUOTE OF THE DAY: “I was
completely off. I think tennis-
wise, I didn't feel the ball at
all."Clijsters on her 6-0, 6-1
loss to Petrova.

On Court Saturday: No. 1
Roger Federer vs No. 31 Albert
Montanes; No. 3 Novak
Djokovic vs Denis Istomin; No.
9 Fernando Verdasco vs Stefan
Koubek; No. 10 Jo-Wilfried
Tsonga vs No. 18 Tommy Haas;
No. 22 Lleyton Hewitt vs
Marcos Baghdatis; No. 30 Juan
Monaco vs No. 6 Nikolay
Davydenko. No. 1 Serena
Williams vs No. 32 Carla
Suarez Navarro; No. 6 Venus
Williams vs Casey Dellacqua;
No. 7 Victoria Azarenka vs
Tathiana Garbin; No. 9 Vera
Zvonareva vs Gisela Dulko;
No. 13 Samantha Stosur vs
Alberta Brianti.

Saturday's Forecast: Partly
cloudy with isolated showers.
High of 73 degrees.

Laxman stays

FROM PAGE 17
Sreesanth suffered a strain on

his thigh while bowling in the
second innings. He left the
field, unable to complete the
over. Ayub said that a MRI scan
was taken and that a decision
on Sreesanth will only be
communicated on Saturday.
India have already said that
there will not be any replace-
ment even if Laxman is sent
back home and it is still not
known whether Sreesanth's
injury is serious enough for him
toruled out of the second Test.

Ryder out

FROM PAGE 17

from an injury that has trou-
bled him since the Indian
Premier League in March
2009, appearing for
Wellington A in a practice
game against the England
Under-19 team. He has been
sidelined since suffering an
abductor strain that he aggra-
vated during the Champions
Trophy in South Africa.

New Zealand host
Bangladesh for a Twenty20,
three ODIs and a one-off Test
in Hamilton during February.

Zia finishes

FROM PAGE 17
became 45th as he earned 7.5

points. GM Dmitry Kryakvin
of Russia became second
while GM Pavel Kotsur fin-
ished third. Ghaem, I(r}rak'.fl

and Kotsur earned equal nine
points each. Their positions
were then decided in tie-
break. A total of 378 players
including 22 Grand Masters,
30 International Masters from
16 countries participated in
the event.

IPL snub ignites

Indo-Pak row

AFP, New Delhi
A perceived snub to Pakistani
players by the glitzy Indian
Premier League has sparked a
DLF&. diplomatic spat between the
LEAGUE great rivals, for whom cricket is
more than justagame.

No Pakistani player was bought by the eight
Indian clubs during an auction on Tuesday for the
third edition of the league despite the Pakistan
team being the reigning world champions in the
Twenty20 format of the tournament.

The omission has triggered widespread pro-
tests in Pakistan with effigies of IPL chief Lalit
Modi being burnt on the streets of Lahore amid
condemnation from politicians and threats of
boycotts from other Pakistani sports teams.

Indian Foreign Minister SM Krishna was
drawn into the maelstrom Thursday, denying that
his government was behind the move following
suggestions from IPL franchises that Pakistani
players may have been refused Indian visas.

"The government has nothing to do with IPL,
on selection of players and various exercises that
are connected withit," he said.

In Pakistan, retaliatory steps saw a parliamen-
tary delegation cancel their trip to India and a
scheduled visit by the Pakistani kabaddi (tradi-
tional tag wrestling) team was called off.

"] agree this is a private event, but Pakistani
players being excluded without any reason and
without looking at the background is unfair,” the
chairman of the Pakistan Cricket Board, Ijaz Butt,
told AFP.

Foreign office spokesman Abdul Basit told the
newspaper Dawn "it is clear from what we heard
from the Indian High Commission that the deci-

sion to not include Pakistani players was influ-
enced byvariables extraneous tosports.”

India and Pakistan have fought three wars
since their independence in 1947 and tension
spiked in 2008 when militants killed 166 people in
an attack on Mumbai. New Delhi pointed the
fingerata Pakistan-based Islamist group.

India cancelled a scheduled cricket tour of
Pakistan after the Mumbai attacks, breaking a
sequence of bilateral Test series held on each
other'ssoil everyyear from 2004 to 2007.

In a further setback, the International Cricket
Council withdrew Pakistan's right to host
matches in next year's Cricket World Cup, follow-
ing the Lahore terrorist attack in March on the
visiting Sri Lankan cricket team.

Pakistan's matches were instead shared
among co-hosts India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.

The third season of the lucrative IPL, which
features the world's top players in eight teams
owned by rich businessmen and Bollywood stars,
willbe held in March and April this year.

One franchise official, who preferred to remain
unnamed, told AFP that he was not surprised that
the Pakistanis were excluded.

"We were not sure if they would get visas and
we did not want players who won't be available,”
he said. "Besides, there is also the security issue.
No onewaswillingtotakeachance.”

Indian cricket board secretary N Srinivasan,
who owns the Chennai Super Kings team in the
IPL, also said the franchisees should not be
blamed.

"They (the franchisees) have the right to
pick the players they want. After all, it is their
money,” Srinivasan told the Hindu newspaper
on Friday.
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