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Dance Drama
Play: Hey Ananta
Punya

Venue: National

Academy
Date: January 28
Time: 7:00pm

Troupe: Shadhona

Theatre Hall, Shilpakala

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Ghum

Photographer: Bakin Rabbi

Venue: Alliance Francaise
de Dhaka, 26 Mirpur Rd,
Dhanmondi

Date: January 23-February 5
Inauguration: Jan 23 at

Bpm

Theatre

Play: Shesh Sanglaap
Troupe: Shomoy
Natyadal

Venue: Experimental
Theatre Hall, Shilpakala
Academy

Date: January 23
Time: 6:30pm
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Hope for better cine culture

11th Dhaka Int’l Film Festival ends

JAMIL MAHMUD
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The 11th Dhaka International Film
Festival ended yesterday. Arranged by
Rainbow Film Society, the nine-day
festival was inaugurated on January 14
at the National Museum, Shahbagh.
The festival featured around 200 fea-
ture, documentary, short and inde-
pendent films from 66 countries. Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurated
the festival.

The festival was held at three audito-
riums of the Central Public Library and
National Museum. First launched in
1992, the festival this year was the big-
gest considering the entries of films and
participation of the countries. A num-
bers of foreign delegates, including
filmmakers, film critics and film journal-
ists, attended the prestigious festival.

The festival featured 10 categories,
including 'Competition’, 'Focus', 'Ret-
rospective’ and 'Short and
Independent’. 'Competition’ was the
key section, as 17 films including two
Bangladeshi entries"Third Person
Singular Number” and “Gahiney
Shobdo"featured in the section were
running for the top award worth a cash
money of Tk. 100,000. Veteran Indian
filmmaker Saeed Akhtar Mirza headed
the international jury board.

The award presentation ceremony
was held yesterday, the last day, at the
National Museum Auditorium. “The
Other Bank” by George Ovashvili (Geor-
gia/Kazakhstan) received the Best Film
Award. Mostafa Sarwar Farooki
received the Best Director Award for
“Third Person Singular Number”. The
jury board also selected one Best Actor
(Tedo for “The Other Bank”), Best
Actress (Fataneh Malek-Mohammadi
for "Super Star”), and Best
Cinematographer (Alireza Zarrin-Dast
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Crests in hand, the awardees with the jury and guests.

Ahmed Muztaba Zamal, festival
director, sees the mega event as a suc-
cess and regards the inclusion of two
Bangladeshi films for the competition
as inspiring. "As the festival has been
held every alternate year, we try to
include films that are released in the
interim; however, we give priority to
more recent films. Regarding the sub-
mission, two films are enough for the
competition,” said Zamal.

Initially eight Bangladeshi films
were submitted for the competition
section, from where the judges selected
two.

Although Zamal thinks two films is
enough, Badal Rahman, filmmaker and
deputy director of the festival commit-
tee, is of the view that more entries from
Bangladeshi films would be encourag-
ing. “I think four instead of two would
be more encouraging,” said Rahman.

screened throughout the festival in
different categories. There was a differ-
ent section titled 'Bangladesh
Panorama' where five feature films
were screened. Nevertheless while the
festival authorities were pleased with
the inclusion of local films the Women
Section, where 20 films were screened,
featured no entry from Bangladesh. The
festival authorities asserted that there
were no such submissions in the cate-
gory.

Though the festival was a success,
the turnout of the spectators over the
nine days was notup to the mark, Zamal
and Rahman pointed out. “The chilly
weather was the prime obstacle for
local filmgoers. Other than that, the
recent incident in Dhaka University
threw a shadow over the festival. But,
overall we are satisfied with the viewers'
attendance throughout the festival,”
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The festival is an outcome of film
society activities and Rahman believes
that regular film society activities are
essential to build up a better film-
oriented society. Rahman also con-
ceives of the festival as a continuous
activity, which will work in future to
help create more film lovers and film-
makers.

With the slogan "Better Film, Better
Society, Better Audience”, Rainbow
Film Society has regularly arranged the
festival. The festival is dedicated to
promote a better cine culture in
Bangladesh. In the short span of 17
years, DIFF has attained international
recognition with 11 festivals.

The festival organiser was the
Rainbow Film Society in association
with Embassy of Royal Netherlands,
Embassy of France, Embassy of
Switzerland, GMG Airlines, Religion

Photography
Exhibition
Title: Bangladesh in

Organiser: Through the
Lens: Bangladesh
Venue: Drik Gallery, H
58, Rd 15A (new)

Date: January 21-25
Time: 3-8pm

Third Int’l Children’s Film
Festival begins today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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With the slogan “Future in Frames”, the
3rd International Children’s Film Festival
begins today at the Osmani Memorial
Hall. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is
expected to inaugurate the festival. The
inaugural session will presided over by
Mustafa Monwar, chairman of the festival
advisory committee.

Screening of German film “The
Crocodiles” (directed by Christian Ditter)
will follow the inauguration. Several ven-
ues around the city have been selected for
the screenings.

Apart from popular and well-known

venues such as the Central Public Library
and National Museum premises, the
films will also be screened at Shishu
Academy, Russian Centre of Science and
Culture, Alliance Francaise de Dhaka,
Iranian Cultural Centre, German Cultural
Centre, British Council Auditorium,
UCEP Auditorium, Mirpur; Pallima
Sangsad Auditorium, Malibagh;
Bangladesh College of Lather Technology
Auditorium, Hazaribagh and Star
Cineplex.

Everyday films will be screened in four
sessions starting from 11:15am. Apart
from film screening, a daylong seminar
will be held on January 27. The festival will
run till January 29.

Literary conference in Satkhira

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira
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Bijoy Sahitya Sangsad organised a daylong
literary conference at Satkhira Pourasava
auditoriumon January21.

The Bijoy Sahitya Sangsad authorities
also distributed Bijoy Sahitya Award '09 to
10 eminent litterateurs and poets of the
country.

The literary conference was inaugu-
rated by two distinguished poets-Makid
Haidar and Sajjad Kadir.

Chaired by freedom fighter Enamul
Haque Biswas, the conference was
addressed by among others Satkhira
Government Women College principal,
Professor Abdul Hamid; Satkhira
Government College vice-principal
Nimai Chandra Mondal; Subhas
Chandra Sarkar; poet Lili Haque; Wasim
Haque; Nishikanto Bannerjee and

Speakers said litterateurs awaken
the conscience of man and encourage
them to raise their voice against
injustice.

Poets and authors also inspire patrio-
tism through their writingsand the fight
against corruption, they added.

Later, the Bijoy Sahitya Sangsad
authorities handed out the Bijoy
Sahitya Sangsad Award for 2009 to Al
Kamal Abdul Wahab (posthumous),
poet Sajjad Kadir; Gazi Azizur Rahman;
Shailendra Nath Kabasi, Narendra
Shushandhya; M Nazrul Islam; Shuvra
Ahmed; Reja Swapan; Sayem Ferdous
and Ahmed Sabbir for their outstand-
ing contribution to poetry and litera-
ture in Bengali.

Finally, poet Makid Haidar as chief
guest handed crests to the winners. Over
100 litterateurs and poets participated in
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