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Solo Photography Theatre Theatre Theatre
Exhibition Fay: Shopon Baciar b Play: Shesh Sanglaap Play: Kanthal Bagan
Title: The Preceptor and ;"“"'“f“ﬂatm Natya Troupe: Shomoy Troupe: Nagarik Natya
the Disciple v::i? Mahila Shamf Natyadal Sampraday
Photographer: M A Taher Auditorium. Natok Swarani Venue: Experimental Venue: Experimental
Venue: Dharmarajik Maha hete ot Theatre Hall, Shilpakala Theatre Hall,

Song VIR Time: 6:30pm Academy Shilpakala Academy

Mayakanan, Kamalapur
Date: January 15-22
Time: 3pm-8pm

Date: January 23
Time: 6:30pm

Date: January 21
Time: 7:30pm

The grand finale of New Zealand Dairy Products “Diploma Mishti Lorai” was held at
Mohammadpur Residential School and College on January 19. The competition began with
10335 recipes of sweets and desserts from across the country. The finale started with the
best 50 recipes and from these, the top 10 were selected. All 50 participants were given gift
packs. The best entry was awarded with a trip to Australia. The event was followed by a
cultural programme. Channel 1 and Radio Today were media partners of the event.

Last rites of a monk.

A young monk blowing a horn in Bandarban.
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these subjects and want to document them. At the
same time, there are many species of animals, which
are endangered in our country. The archaeological

the past glorious traditions of Bangladeshi Buddhists.
Among the pictures presented are the Somepur Vihar
in Paharpur, the Shalbon Vihar in Mainamati, and the
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Freelance photographer MA Taher has been working
on a gamut of subjects since the 1980s. Though he
embarked on photography as a hobby, he gained
acclaim in the course of a few years and became seri-
ouslyimmersed in framing images.

Taher has a number of photo albums on noted per-
sonalities like National Professor Kabir Chowdhury, the
late poet Shamsur Rahman and singer Kalim Sharafi.

Several years ago, he published a book titled
“Indigenous People of Chittagong Hill Tracts of
Bangladesh”. The book has detailed information on
the indigenous communities living in the Hill Tracts.
“Birds of Bangladesh " and “Flowers of Bangladesh”
are the other two publications by Taher where one
can get comprehensive information on Bangladeshi
flora and fauna.

“I am attracted to subjects which have historical
value. My works also focus on indigenous life, wild-
life and renowned personalities. I am interested in

sites are being destroyed. I want to preserve them
through my photographs,” said Taher.

Taher's solo photography exhibition is now on at
Atish Hall, Dharmarajik Maha Buddha Vihara,
Mayakanan, Kamalapurin Dhaka.

The exhibition highlights Buddhist life in Bangla-
desh. The colourful images are informative and
portray Buddhist culture, traditions, varied rituals
and more.

A book titled "Buddhists of Bangladesh” was also
launched at the inauguration of the exhibition on Janu-
ary 15at the Dharmarajik Maha BuddhaVihara. National
Professor Kabir Chowdhury, educationist Professor
Zillur Rahman Siddiqui, Professor Abdullah Abu Sayeed,
poet Belal Chowdhury, writer Hasnat Abdul Hye, archae-
ologist Enamul Haq and Ven. Suddhananda Mahathero
were presentontheoccasion.

The chief attraction of Taher's exhibition lies in the

simplicity of the images. One will find here portraits of

monasteries in Cox's Bazar and Chittagong Hill
Tracts. There are also photographs of various Bud-

dhist religious ceremonies and social functions such
as 'Kathin Chibar Daan’, 'Shangha Daan’, a monk

blessing a newly wedded couple, 'Probrojya’ festival,
Buddhist monks praying, paying homage to the
'Bodhi’ tree and others.

Other images feature rather everyday activities like
monks taking meals, monks with begging bowls, a senior
Buddhist monk blessing a young monk, newly ordained
monks at Kamalapur Buddhist Temple etc.

“I grew up in an area which is adjacent to the Bud-
dhist Vihar, Since childhood, I have been familiar with
all the rituals and festivities of Buddhists. The play-
ground, the pond where [ used to swim -- all were inside
the Buddhist Vihar. My attachment to the community
inspired me to publish this book,” Taher said.

The exhibition ends on January 22.
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A ten-day exhibition titled “Rangdhanu” was inaugurated on January 15 at the
Nalinikanta Bhattashali Gallery, National Museum. Organised by Rang, the exhibition
features 47 installations highlighting the use of various colours in everyday life. The
exhibition will continue till January 25 and is open to all -- Saturday to Wednesday, from
9:30 am to 4:30 pm, and on Thursdays and Fridays, from 3:30 pm to7:30 pm.
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