City

DHAKA TUESDAY JANUARY 19, 2010

ﬁk

METROPOLITAN/NEWS

The Baily Star

Tk 15cr for development of
each constituency this year

Nanok tells parliament

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

"On completion of those develop-

The government will spend Tk 15
crore for local development of each
of the country's 300 constituencies
in the current fiscal year, announced
State Minister for LGRD Jahangir

Kabir Nanok yesterday.

He made the announcement
during a question-answer session in
adding that the
allocations will be made according to
the local development plans law-
makers submitted to the local gov-
ernment and rural development

the parliament,

(LGRD) ministry.

"We hope to complete implemen-
tation of the development schemes
submitted by lawmakers within the

dnswer.

ment projects, we will review the pro-
jects and will determine whether the
allocations will continue,”
replying to lawmakers' queries regard-
ing whether similar allocations will be
made every financial year through the
government's five-year tenure.

Deputy Speaker Col (retd) Shawkat
Ali, who was presiding over the sitting
at the time, also urged the state minis-
ter to elaborate on the matter.

Nanok, who was replying to the
gqueries on behalf of the LGRD minis-
ter, however did not give a clear-cut

"l want to assure you that the allo-
cations for local development might
be increased, if necessary. I expect

ter replied.

he said

In the face of the lawmakers'
repeated demands for fund alloca-
tions for development activities in
their constituencies, the government
took up the project, and the LGRD
ministry sent letters to them seeking
their development plans.

A Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal lawmaker
informed the House that the mayor of
Chittagong City Corporation (CCC)
sent letters to local MPs asking them to
give money to the city corporation for
carrying out development activities.

The state minister however advised
the lawmaker to send his constitu-
ency s development plan to the LGRD
ministry, saying, "We don't want to
engage in a debate on it. We sent letters

submit the plans as per the letters.”

Ruling Awami League lawmaker
Maj (retd) Rafiqul Islam expressed his
disappointment at the slow pace of
implementation of development
proposals.

"Earlier I responded to such letters
and submitted proposals for repairing
30 kilometres of road, and for con-
struction of a 300-metre bridge. But I
don't know the fate of the two propos-
alsyet," he said.

The ruling party lawmaker said he
recently received another letter asking
him to send his local development
proposals.

In response, the state minister said
he also does not know about the fate of
the two letters. "We are proceeding

BANGLADESH AND LIBYA FORM COMMITTEE

Joint body to manage
recruitment process

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh and Libya have
formed a joint committee to
manage the recruitment of
Bangladeshiworkers and ensure
their welfare in the North African
couniry.

“The six-member commit-
tee--three members from each
country--will meet every three
months in Dhaka and Libyan
capital Tripoli for greater cooper-
ation in human resources devel-
opment, overseeing manpower
recruitment and workers' wel-
fare,” said Ghulam Mustafa,
president of Bangladesh
Association of International
Recruiting Agencies (Baira).

He was speaking at a press
conference at the Baira audito-
rium in the capital after his
return from Libya.

Expatriates' Welfare and
Overseas Employment Minister
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain

which met Libyan ministers for
labour, agriculture, health and
foreign affairs. The team
returned on January 16 after a
four-dayvisit.

Mustafa said the two coun-
tries would jointly establish an
outsourcing company to send
Bangladeshi workers to the small
and medium firmsin Libya.

“Initially, the company will
hire 5,000 workers from
Bangladesh to send them to the
companies in Libya and ensure
their salaries and facilities,” he
said. Private recruiting agencies,
however, will also continue to
manage labour recruitment
there, Mustafa noted.

Besides, five world-class
technical and vocational train-
ing centres would be set up and
run in Libya, said Ghulam
Mustafa. Libya will provide
infrastructure while Bangladesh
will provide teachers, curricu-
lum and machinery for the

manage the technical institutes
and outsourcing company, the
Bairaleadersaid.

Starting early last year, Libya
has so far hired some 30,000
Bangladeshi workers and
intends to recruit many more,
mostly for its booming construc-
tionsector.

But a range of malpractices
was reported in the recruitment
process, which led to the return
of many Bangladeshis and their
unemployment or underem-
ployment. Besides, brokers have
sent many workers on visit visas
orforgedvisas.

During the visit of the

Bangladesh delegation, both sides

angladeshi workers. And
Libyan embassy in Dhaka and
the Ministry of Expatriates'
Welfare and Overseas
Employment will examine the

current financial year," the state that you will receive new letters to lawmakers seeking their plans, and according to your latest development | led a six-member delegation traininginstitutes,headded. job contracts, said Ghulam
minister said. regarding the matter," the state minis- all problems will be solved if they proposals,” headded. including Ghulam Mustafa, The joint committee would Mustafa.
EXTORTION KHULNA POWER PROJECT Three top

2 policemen
sued

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A vendor filed a case yesterday
with a Dhaka court against two
policemen on charges of extor-
tion of Tk 60,000 and beating
him in Novemberlast year.

The accused are Sub-
Inspector Mohammad Yakub
and Assistant Sub-Inspector
Mohammad Abdul Latif, of
Pallabi Police Station.

Mosharraf Hossain, of East
Ahmednagar in the city's
Mirpur area, filed the case with
the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Roksana Begum Happy took the
charges into cognisance and
directed detective branch of
police to submit a report by
February 10 after an investiga-
tion into the matter.

In the complaint, Mosharraf
mentioned that two plain-
clothes men picked him up
from opposite Mirpur
University College on
November 24 and snatched Tk
20,000 from his possession.

Later they took him to Pallabi
Police Station and gave their
identities as policemen while
asking him to give Tk 1 lakh. The
policemen also threatened him
that he would be implicated in
an arms or robbery case and
would be killed in crossfire, the
plaintiffsaid.

The policemen beat him up
mercilessly after he refused to
give theamount.

The next day, Mosharraf's
wife Arafa Akhter Maya went to
the police station to get him
released but the police
demanded Tk 1 lakh for his
release. After a negotiation,
Maya paid Tk 40,000 and the
police released him, Mosharraf
said.

The police also threatened
him not to disclose the matter,
headded.

Advocate Helal Uddin
moved the case on behalf of the
complainant.

Qulkhwani

METRO DESK

Qulkhwani
of Alhaj
Asaduzzam
an, vice
chairman of
I sl am
Group, will
be held after
Asr prayers today at his resi-
dence at House # 137, Road #
SEG 3, Gulshan-1 (near Indian
High Commission) in the city,
says a pressrelease.

He passed away on Friday
attheageof74.

Asaduzzaman joined the
Islam Group in 1966 and
served there until his death.

Amena Rahman
METRO DESK

Qulkhwani
of Amena
Rahman,
mother-in-
law of emi-
nent lawyer
Barrister
Rafiqul Hug,
will be held after Asr prayers
today at her Purana Paltan
residence in the city, says a
pressrelease.

Relatives, friends and well-
wishers of Amena Rahman are
requested to attend the doa
mahfil for the salvation of the
departed soul.

Amena, wife of late
Habibur Rahman, proprietor
of Paramount Press of
Hatkhola, passed away due to
old-age complications on
Friday at the DAB Cardiac
Hospital.

Chinese company
makes lowest offer

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chinese company Shanghai
Electric Co made the lowest
"read out” financial offer for
the Khulna 150 megawatt
(MW) peaking power project.

The Northwest Power
Generation Company yester-
day opened the bids for the
project.

The day before yesterday,
Northwest also opened bids for
its 150MW Sirajganj power
project in which Spanish com-
pany Cobra was found to have
made the lowest read out
financial offer.

The actual lowest bidder
would be decided after a

detailed evaluation of the bids
later on.

For the Sirajganj project
Cobra bid $102 million.
Chinese company Shan Dong,
CMEC and Indian Bhel had
also bid for the project.

For the Khulna project,
Shanghai Electric's read out
offer was around $100 million.
Cobra, Shan Dong and Spanish
company Isolax had also placed
their bids for the project.

With the financing of Asian
Development Bank, Northwest
floated tenders for these dual-
fuel peaking power projects
early 2009. It took many
months to pre-qualify bidders
for the projects.
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PHOTO: STAR
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia visits injured President of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal Sultan Salahuddin
Tuku at Islami Central Hospital at Kakrail in the city yesterday.

BISHWA I[JTEMA FROM JANUARY 22

Foreign devotees
start coming

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Several thousand foreigners
have already arrived in the
capital to take part in the three-
day Bishwa Ijtema, the second
largest congregation of the
Muslims, on the bank of the
river Turag scheduled to be
held from January 22.

Meanwhile, the law
enforcement agencies were
seen busy yesterday for install-
ing CCTVs and other security
instrument in and around the
ground.

The organisers said several
hundred foreigners have taken
their position at the Ijtema
ground while many others are
staying at different mosques in
and around Tongi area and also
inDhaka.

The organisers expect that
at least 15,000 foreigners will
attend the congregation from
105 countries. Last year, it was
around 14,000 foreigners from
85 countries.

Witnesses said around
20,000 people are already there
at the Ijtema venue and the
numberisincreasing.

The law enforcement agen-
cies have installed a three-tier
security system, including
patrolling by helicopter.

Rab DG Hassan Mahmood

told The Daily Star that ade-
quate CCTVsweresetupinand
around the area -- a five square
kilometre area on the Turag
river -- that will help resist
militant threats.

More than two million
devotees are expected to join
theIjtema.

Around 11,000 security
personnel, including over
1,000 Rab members, forces
from the Armed Police
Battalion, Ansar, police and
several hundred members of
various intelligence agencies
will be deployed in the area.

Bangladesh Road Transport
Corporation (BRTC) will run 50
buses for carrying the devo-
tees.

BSS adds: Bangladesh
Railway (BR) has taken mea-
sures to run special trains to
ensure smooth transportation
of Bishwa [jtema devotees.

Three special trains will ply
from January 22 to 23 and 22
trains for Akheri munajat
(closing prayers) on January 24,
a BR press release said yester-
day.

A special train will leave
from Jamalpur and Akhaura for
the ljtema venue on January 22
and 23 and another train from
Laksam on January 23.

Tk 19.35cr spent
to orchestrate
Jan 22 JS polls

Says info minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Election Commission (EC)
had spent Tk 19.35 crore for
preparing voter list and taking
preparation for holding the
January 22, 2007 general
elections which was stalled
amid political turmoil.

Information Minister Abul
Kalam Azad, who is in charge
of the EC secretariat in parlia-
mentary business, told the
parliament yesterday.

In reply to a query of AL
lawmaker Israfil Alam, the
minister said it would not be
wise to take action against
field-level officials for the
expenditure as they had car-
ried out the decision of EC.

He said a total of Tk 59.95
crore was allocated for con-
ducting the ninth parliamen-
taryelections on January 22,

The money spent for the
stalled elections has been
wasted as the voter list pre-
pared was largely flawed and
has been scrapped later.

Justice MA Aziz was the
chief election commissioner
at that time.

After declaration of the
state of emergency, Justice
Aziz resigned and the EC was
reconstituted.

The reconstituted EC
prepared voter list with photo-
graphs and hold the parlia-
mentary elections on
December 29, 2008.

ProsHIKA HEAD OFFICE

Processions,
rallies

banned

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
yesterday imposed a ban on
any kind of gathering, rally
and procession around
Proshika head office in
Mirpur.

Police took control over the
head office and drove the
hired gang that tookover
Proshika on behalf of its for-
mer chairman Qazi Faruque
Ahmed. However, police are
yet to hand the office over to
the authorities.

Several hundred Proshika
employees yesterday contin-
ued the sit-in for the seventh
consecutive day since the
overthrow on January 12. They
were waiting to get into the
office.

Deputy Commissioner
(DC) of DMP Mirpur zone
Lutfor Kabir told The Daily
Star that the ban was imposed
under section 29 of DMP
Ordinance.

"Any gathering around
Proshika head office is prohib-
ited," said the DC. "We had to
go for the action to prevent
chaos and ensure law and
order,” headded.

Proshika Chief Executive
Officer Mahbubul Karim said
he filed a writ petition with the
High Court on Sunday for the
handover of the office by the

police.

'All religions
teach peacetul
co-existence'

METRO DESK

Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama'at,
Bangladesh organised a 'Meet
on Inter-Faith Harmony' at its
headquarters at Bakshi Bazar in
thecityrecently.

Prof Poresh Chandra
Mondal of University of Dhaka,
Ven Buddhananda Mohathero
of International Buddhist
Monastery, Father James Cruze
and Maolana Abdul Awwal
Khan Choudhury spoke at the
meeting.

The speakers spoke on
tolerance and inter-faith har-
mony from their respective
religious points of view.

They said that since all
religions teach us harmony,
peace and social justice then
there is no scope of unrest,
violence or intolerance in the
society in the name ofreligion.

All the religions teach us
peaceful co-existence although
there are differences of opinion
and belief, they added.

5TH AMENDMENT

Hearing on two
petitions today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court (SC) yesterday
adjourned for a day the hearing
ontheleave-to-appeal petitions
challenging the High Court
(HC) verdict that declared illegal
the fifth amendment to the
constitution.

The six-member full bench
of the Appellate Division,
headed by Chief Justice Md
Tafazzul Islam, fixed today for
hearing the petitions.

The apex court adjourned
the hearing upon two petitions
seeking adjournment of the
hearing for eight weeks.

BNP Secretary General
Khandaker Delwar Hossain and
three SC lawyers Tajul Islam,
Kamruzzaman Bhuiyan and
Munshi Ahsan Kabir, who had
filed the leave-to-appeal peti-
tions, submitted the adjourn-
ment petitions on Sunday.

Earlier on January 3, the
Appellate Division of SC lifted its
four-year-old stay order on the HC
verdict and also allowed with-
drawal by the incumbent govern-

ment and Muktijoddha
Trust of two leave to-appeal
petitionsagainstthe HC verdict.

During yesterday's hearing,
petitioners' lawyers Advocate
TH Khan, and Barrister
Moudud Ahmed prayed to the
court to adjourn the hearing,
saying that they need at least
eight weeks' time for taking
preparations to place argu-
ments before the court.

Attorney general Mahbubey
Alam opposed the time prayer,
saying that the petitioners have
earlier got time for taking prepa-
rations for the hearing.

Now they are seeking time
intentionally to gain political
ends, hesaid.

TH Khan told the court that
theyneed more time to prepare for
the hearing in view of the impor-
tance of the case and its legal and
constitutionalimplications.

After hearing the arguments,
the court fixed today for hearing
on the petitions.

The matter has been enlisted
as item No. 1 for hearing on the
today's cause list of the
Appellate Division.

Fast delivery of

containers demanded

C&F agents confine 2 officials at
Kamalapur Railway Station

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Clearing and forwarding (C&F)
agents confined two high officials
to their offices at Kamalapur
Railway Station in the city for
about two hours yesterday
demanding steps to quicken the
delivery of containers of
imported goods from Chittagong
port to Inland Container Depot
(ICD)in Dhaka.

Activities at the Kamalapur
ICD came to a halt as the C&F
agents also observed work
stoppage from 9:00am to
2:00pm for the second consec-
utive day yesterday.

General Secretary Khairul
Bashar of Dhaka Customs
Agents Association said sev-
eral hundred C&F agents and
ICD workers brought out a
procession on the ICD com-
pound before laying siege to
the offices of the deputy traffic
manager (port) and deputy
regional manager (railway) at
around 11:00am.

Motijheel police brought
the situation under control and
rescued the two officials at
about 1:00pm, witnesses said.

Khairul Bashar told The
Daily Star that around 2,000

Dhaka-bound containers
have been lying at the
Chittagong port for long due
to the tardiness of the railway
in transporting them.

Earlier, it would take
around 72 hours for the con-
tainers to reach Kamalpur ICD
from the Chittagong port, but
now it takes around one month
and this situation has been
prevailing for the last one year,
he said, adding that on the other
hand, containers of goods reach
the port from Singapore within
four toseven days

During the previous care-
taker government, some three
locomotives were used to
transport the containers a day,
but now virtually one locomo-
tive carries the containers a
day, which greatly hampers
the activities of the ICD,
Bashar said.

Earlier 110to 120 containers
reached Kamalapur ICD a day,
but the number has now come
down to 60 only, he added.

Deputy Traffic Manager
(port) Motaher Uddin said the
railway could not transport
desired number of containers
a day due to shortage of loco-
motives.

cops get
promotion

DMR SB, CID chiefs
made additional
inspectors general

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday
made Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) Commissioner
AKM Shahidul Haque, Special
Branch (SB) chief Zaved
Patwary and Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) chief Shahzaman Raj
additional inspectors general
(AIGs) of police.

Police Headquarters
(PHQ)) sources said the three
police personnel have been
promoted to the rank of addi-
tional IGP from the deputy
inspectors general (DIGs)
rank.

The police officials are now
on their current duties as the
AlGs.

DMP Commissioner AKM
Shahidul Haque said IGP Nur
Mohammad adorned him and
the CID chief with the badges
ofthe newranks ata function at
the headquarters.

The SB chief could not take
part in the function as he flew
abroad in the morning, the
DMP chiefadded.

PHQ) sources said police
department has nine posts of
additional 1Gs. With the three
new additional IGs, there are
now seven additional IGs in the
department.

Apart from the new addi-
tional 1Gs, four others are NBK
Tripura (admin), Rapid Action
Battalion Director General
Hassan Mahmood Khandker,
Naim Ahmed (rector) and
Phani Bhushan Choudhury
attached to the home ministry.

Tripura told The Daily Star
that DIG Aminul Islam was on
the current duty as the addi-
tional IG and he is now in
charge of the training and
finance.

The additional 1G (finance)
post remained vacant since
former additional IG left the
department few months ago
and he has now been working
in the United Nation's peace-
keeping mission.
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T O D A Y
Workshop

Bangladesh Water Partnership
(BWP) and Centre for Environmental
and Geographic Information
Services (CEGIS) will jointly organise
a workshop on 'Implementation of
Bangladesh climate change strategy
and action plan for land and water

management and beyond COP15.
Venue: LGED Bhaban. Time:

1:30pm.
Discussion

Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee organises a discussion
and a film show to mark its 18th
founding anniversary. Venue:
Supreme Court Bar Association
auditorium. Time: 3:00pm.

Workshop

Bangladesh Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research (BCSIR)
organises a workshop on
'Establishing the Centre for Trade
and Technology Information
Research and Service (CT&TIRS)
in ICSL-BCSIR'. Venue: IFST
auditorium, BCSIR. Time: 5:00pm.

Roundtable

Bangladesh Democratic Lawyers
Association organises a
roundtable on the Vested Property
Retum (Amendment) Act. Venue:
Supreme Court Ainjibi Samity.
Time: 4:30pm.

Obituary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jahanara Begum, one of the
pioneers of handicrafts move-
ment in the country, women's
rights leader and a develop-
ment worker, passed away at
her residence at Nanuna
Dighirpar in Comilla on
Sunday at the age of 78, says a
pressrelease.

She was laid to rest at her
family graveyard after her
namaz-e-janaza at Nababbari
and Chandpur Harun School.

She won some 126 awards
including Swadhinata Padak
in 1993, Queen Elizabeth
Governor Gold Medal in 1962,
Comilla Foundation Gold
Medal in 1977, best Samabaya
Award in 1982, best woman
Award in 1985, best social
worker award in 1998 for her
contributions to developing
handicrafts and helping eradi-
cate poverty.

Saidur Rahman
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Saidur
Rahman,
s Einyox
employee of
the daily
Ittefaq,
passed away
oyl after suffer-
ing cardiac arrest at
Suhrawardy Hospital in the
city yesterday at the age of 55,
says a pressrelease.

He left behind his wife, two
sons, two daughters and a host of
relatives to mourn hisdeath.

Saidur served the newspaper
for 36 years.

He was laid to rest at his
family graveyard at Hamirabagh
village under Laksham upazila
after Zohr prayers.

Basona Ghosh
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Basona
Ghosh,
mother of
Indrajit
Kumar
Ghosh, a
= photojour-
sle-d nalist of the
New Age, passed away at
Square Hospital in the city
yesterday at the age of 55, says
apressrelease.

She left behind her three
sons and one daughter to
mourn herdeath.

Her funeral was held at her

village home at Rikabi Bazar
Doppara in Munshiganj.
The Bangladesh
Photojournalists’ Association
expressed deep shock at her
death and conveyed sympa-
thy to members of the
bereaved family.

Latifa Khatun
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Latifa Khatun, mother of
freedom fighter Fazlul Haque
Ratan of Lamkain village
under Gafargaon upazila in
Mymensingh, passed away on
Sunday at the age of 78, says a
press release.

She left behind her five
sons and four daughters to
mourn her death.

Death anniversary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the
9th death
anniversary
of Narayan
Chandra
Dey, a for-
mer high
official of
Bangladesh Krishi Bank, saysa
pressrelease.

On this occasion, various
religious programmes will be
held at his village home at
Garail in Tangail.




