DHAKA MONDAY JANUARY 18, 2010 culture_dailystar@yahoo.com

zﬁ‘ s & Entertdinment

@he Baily Star

Solo Photography

Exhibition

Title: The Preceptor and
the Disciple
Photographer: M A Taher
Venue: Dharmarajik Maha
Buddha Vihara,
Mayakanan, Kamalapur
Date: January 15-22
Time: 3pm-8pm
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As part of Aarong's 30th %
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Organiser: Aarong v
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KX Theatre

Play: Shesh Sanglaap
Troupe: Shomoy
Natyadal

Venue: Experimental
Theatre Hall, Shilpakala
Academy

Date: January 23

Time: 6:30pm

In conversation with guitarist Neel Ranjan Mukherjee

ZAHANGIR ALOM

Neel Ranjan Mukherjee, a
talented guitarist belonging
to the 'Seniya Gharana',
recently performed at a
musical programme at
National Press Club with
ghazal singer Akhil Kumar
Das of 'Indore Gharana'.
Mukherjee's performance
featured "Raaga Maru
Behag" and a dhun based on
"Raaga Mishra Khamaj".
After his performance,
Mukherjee talked to The
Daily Star (TDS) about the
gharana (school) he belongs
to and his instrument of
choice.

Unlike other Indian
gharana, 'Seniya’ is
grounded in classical music
involving instruments, a
tradition set by Miyan
Tansen, legendary court
musician of the third
Mughal emperor Akbar
(1542-1606). Maseet Sen
(Khan) emerged as a direct
descendant (6th generation)
of Tansen, and founded
'Seniya Gharana'.

Though sitar, along with
surbahar, has long domi-
nated this gharana, Neel
plays Hawaiian guitar (seven
strings; four octaves) and
santoor. Since age nine, he
has been learning to play the
guitar under Dr. Shivnath
Bhattacharya (Varanasi). He
also took sitar lessons from
his maternal uncle Dr. Dyuti
Kishore Acharya Chaudhuri
(Varanasi), a disciple of the

3 News Bulletin

late Ustad Alauddin Khan
(Maihar). His know-how of
the sitar earned him an
opportunity to pursue

'‘Seniya Gharana' where he
studied music under Pandit

Debu Chaudhuri (Padma
Bhushan).

The way Mukherjee inter-
prets Indian classical tunes
on guitar produces a min-
gling melody of sitar and
sometimes of piano as well
but the raaga he plays
remains almost the same.

How has he made it possi-
ble?

"Playing raaga on sitar
requires complete mastery
over gamak and meend as
sitar. Sitar players can pro-
duce almost perfect tunes as
vocalists do, in respect of
bandish, alaap, taan and
patterns of melody. Again,
though the concept of chords
is totally absent in Indian
classical notation, subtle
alteration of chords of guitar
actually helps to produce

such a flavour. Besides, prac-
tice purifies everything in the
long run,” Mukherjee asserts.

GM Records of India has
produced Mukherjee's four
albums so far, namely "Tunes
of the Sky" and "Anandam”
(both featuring fusion com-
positions involving western
musicians); "Swarang" fea-
turing pure Indian classical
tunes and "Swaras" featuring
folk tunes of Bengal,
Rajasthan and Punjab.

Asked about his favourite
raaga, the music cited
"Raaga Bageshree", "Raaga
Rageshree", "Raaga

Madhabia”, "Raaga Kaunsi
Kanhara" and "Raaga
Bhairavi".

Apart from playing with his

guru Pt Debu Chaudhuri in a
number of concerts,
Mukherjee has performed
with many renowned musi-
cians like Ustad Shafaat
Ahmed Khan (Padmashri), Pt.
Nikhil Banerjee, Ustad Sabir
Khan and Pt. Sandeep Das.

At present Mukherjee
leads a musical troupe in
India, called Sky Group. He
has bagged several awards
and scholarships and estab-
lished himself as a noted
musicianin India.

The artiste's maternal
lineage can be traced to
Muktagachha, Mymensingh,
Bangladesh.

"The future of Indian
classical music is bright. My
dedication to classical music
will remain constant but I'd
like to create something new

Building awareness on modern
and scientific education

Drawing
Exhibition

Time: 10am 8pm

Students of Khagrachhari Cantonment Public School and College in the play.

JASIM MAJUMDER, Khagrachhari

Performers of Khagrachhari Canton-
ment Public School and College
recently staged a play at the college
auditorium. The aim was to raise
awareness of students, teachers and
the masses about the need for mod-
ern and scientific education. They
also pointed out how the modernisa-
tion of the educational system had
been blocked by vested interests and
its adverse effects on the country and

sented social evils like dowry and
domestic violence. Spectators in
thousands turned up to watch the
show.

Earlier, Khagrachhari Army Region
Commander Brigadier General Md.
Emadul Haque psc handed over crests
to students who were nominated for
Academic Talent Award-2009 and co-
curricular Talent Award-2009 at the
annual cultural show on January 12,

School authorities said, that they
had awarded 52 brilliant students for
their outstanding performances in

Artist: Aminul Islam
Venue: Gallery Chitrak,
H 21, Rd 4, Dhanmondi
Date: January 9-18

A dancer demonstrates a balancing act.

PHOTO: STAR

National Sports. They had also
awarded a Primary Scholarship,
Junior Scholarship as well as recog-
nised those who had excelled in the
SSS and HSC examinations.

Those present at the function
included Khagrachhari Hill District
Council Chairman Ruhity Karbary;
Sadar Zone Commander Lt Col
Morshed; Cantonment Public School
and College Principal Lt. Col
Mohammad Golam Kibria
Chowdhury; Khagrachhari
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