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Clinton appeals
for donations to
save Haitians

AFP, Washington

Former US president Bill
Clinton urged Americans
yesterday to make donations as
small as 10 dollars urgently to
help bring life-saving food and
water to earthquake ravaged
Haiti.

"You've got unprecedented
numbers of the people roam-
ing the streets at night with no
place to sleep. They haven't
had any sleep in two days, they
don't have water, they don't
have food," Clinton said on
CNN television.

So "the most immediate
thing now is for people even to
give small amounts of money,
but we need large numbers of
people giving small amounts of
money so we can get food,
water, medical supplies and
shelter there,"” he said.

Clinton said people
were urged to rush dona-
tions through
clintonfoundation.Org/haiti
earthquake, or to text "haiti" to
20222 to make 10-dollar dona-
tions,

"They can give ten bucks.
We've got to do this. That's how
we'te going to avoid having the
city erupt more,” the former US
presidentsaid.

President Barack Obama
enlisted both Clinton, who is
the UN special envoy for Haiti,
and former president George
W. Bush to lead private sector
fund raising for Haiti.

After the immediate emer-
gency situation "president
Bush and I will do everything
we can to make America a big
part of this long-term partner-
ship, and president Obama has
tasked the secretary of state
and the aid director to manage
America's end of this," Blill
Clinton added.

Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, who canceled a trip to
Asia to address the humanitar-
ian crisis, also made the rounds
of six morning television news
shows where she too urged
Americans to make 10-dollar
donations by cellular tele-
phone.

Bill Clinton, writing in The
Washington Post, said aid
should go to building a better
future for the Western
Hemisphere's poorest nation

including better buildings,
schools and health care.

"Establishing this founda-
tion for a better Haitian future
will require assistance from
governments, businesses and
private citizens. The people of
Haiti deserve our support,” he
said.

The Clintons have a long-
running involvement with
Haiti, where they spent their
honeymoon.

Haitians were grasped for
fading signs of life meanwhile
Fridayin the Lootersraided UN
food stores in Port-au-Prince in
a sign of the desperate situa-
tion facing its homeless,
scarred and traumatized resi-
dents after a 7.0 quake the Red
Cross said may have killed
50,000 people.

SECURITY SITUATION

IN HAITT'REMAINS OK
Security conditions in quake-
hit Haiti remain "pretty good"
but water and food need to be
delivered urgently, US Defense
Secretary Robert Gates said
yesterrday.

"The security situation
remains OK," Gates told a news
conference despite some
reports oflooting.

"The key is to get the food
and the water in there as
quickly as possible so that
people don't, in their despera-
tion, turn to violence," Gates
said.

"But at this point, other
than some scavenging and
minor looting, our under-
standing is the security situa-
tionis pretty good."

The UN peacekeeping
mission had the lead role in
providing security, he said.

"They will have the primary
security responsibility.”

President Barack Obama
has mobilized US troops,
aircraft and an array of ships to
help aid operations in Haiti
after Tuesday's devastating
quake.

The first wave of 5,000
ground troops have arrived
and up to 10,000 military per-
sonnel, including thousands of
sailors, were due to be in place
by Monday, Admiral Mike
Mullen, the top US military
officer, told the same press
conference.

BCL-Shibir clash
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and around the college to

maintain law and order.
MEHERPUR

Meanwhile, at least 30 leaders
and activists of Chhatra
League and Chhatra Shibir
were injured in a clash in
Meherpur yesterday, reports
our correspondent in Kushtia.

Police arrested 26 Shibir
men including Chhatra Shibir
district president and general
secretary in this connection.

Chhatra League, student
wing of ruling Awami League,
ransacked and torched the
district office of Jamaat-e-
Islami, parent organisation of
Chhatra Shibir, and declared
Chhatra Shibir "banned” in
the district.

Chhatra League men also
beat up two journalists and
damaged their cameras.

According to police,
Chhatra League and Chhatra
Shibir were receiving fresh-
men aspirants of Meherpur
Government College standing
on a road near the campus
around 1:30pm.

Police said the college
authorities had prohibited
chanting slogans of student
organisations to keep the
admission test atmosphere
calm.

Sources said Chhatra
League activists at one stage
started chanting slogans to
which Shibir men protested.

A scuffle began and they
chased each other. Shibir men
ran for cover and took shelter
inside a students' mess, which
they control, across the street
from the college. Chhatra
League activists attacked the
mess leading to an hour-long
clash that left at least 30 activ-
istsinjured.

The injured were admitted
to Meherpur General
Hospital.

Chhatra League activists
then attacked Rtv and Amar
Desh correspondent Palash
Khondokar and Prothom Alo
and ntv correspondent Tuhin
Aranya as they were taking
pictures.

Police and Rapid Action
Battalion personnel rushed to
the spot and brought the
situation under control. They
surrounded the mess.

Police said they arrested 26
Shibir men at the mess and
recovered several lethal weap-
ons during a raid.

District Shibir President
Igbal Hossain and General
Secretary Sohel Rana Dollar
were among the arrestees.

They recovered eight
swords, 20 iron rods and some
white powder. Police could
not say what the white powder
was.

The Chhatra League men
attacked district Jamaat office
at Gohati around 2:30pm.
They ransacked furniture, two
computers and three motor-
cycles inside the office and
then setitablaze.

They brought out a proces-
sion in the town in the after-
noorn.

DINAJPUR

At least eight students were
injured in clashes between
Chhatra League and Chhatra
Shibir in Dinajpur
Government College, our
Dinajpur correspondent
reports.

Six of the injured were
identified as Shajal, Mithun,
Ratan, Prodeep Roy, Shalekin
and Hamidur Rahman. They
were rushed to Dinajpur
Medical College Hospital.

Dinajpur Government
College and Government
Women's College were open
yesterday for the freshmen
admission tests.

Sources said the clashes
ensued when Chhatra Shibir
Dinajpur Government
College unit brought out a
procession welcoming aspi-
rant freshmen, violating a
directive of the college
authorities against proces-
sions of any student organisa-
tions on campus.

As Chhatra League unit of
the college hindered the
procession, Shibir activists
attacked them with sticks and
hurled brickbats at them,
sources said.

The Chhatra League activ-
ists later regrouped and drove
the Shibir activists away. They
then ransacked at least 34
rooms of two dormitories and
staked fires in front of the
dormitories, the sources
added.

Later, fire fighters doused
the fires while police removed
Chhatra League activists from
the campus.

A large number of police
was deployed to avert farther
untoward incident on the
campus.

TIB hails bill
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press statement yesterday.

The statement said placing
such bill in the parliament--
though as a private member's
bill--reflects the realisation of
the importance of upholding
the highest ethical and parlia-
mentary standards by the
parliament and members of
the parliament.

"We are particularly
encouraged that the bill pro-
vides specific measures for
enforcement and monitoring
of observance of the proposed
Code through self-regulation
to be overseen by an Ethics
Committee composed of all
parties represented in the
parliament,” it said.

Several recent studies
including an in-depth research
by TIB showed that there is a
huge public demand and
expectation of such a code of
conduct and its enforcement to
prevent abuse of power and
promote transparent and
accountable governance.

Such code of conduct has
made important contributions
in strengthening democracy
and national integrity in many
countries, the statement said.

TIB also urged all concerned
especially, the members of the
parliament to take immediate
steps to enact the bill as a law as
soon as possible, and meet the
publicexpectation.

Pak president
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The commitiee rejected two

suggestions of the Jamaat-e-
Islami, one of which was that
the service chiefs should be
appointed after parliamentary
approval. It also suggested that
the service chiefs should not be
given extensions and should be
retired as soon as they com-
plete their term in office.

The committee, however,
did not discuss the larger
question of repealing the 17th
amendment of the constitu-
tion under which then presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf had
transferred key executive
powers from the prime minis-
ter's office to the presidency.

Among these are the pow-
ers to appoint the Supreme
Court chief justice and to
dismiss the National
Assembly, the lower house of
parliament, and the provincial
assemblies.

The issue had soured rela-
tions between the PPP and the
PML-N who had formed a
coalition after their one-two
finish in the February 2008
general elections that brought
an elected government to
power after nine years.

The PML-N had walked out
of the coalition after President
Asif Ali Zardari, who is also the
PPP co-chair refused to budge
ontheissue.

Zardari has twice in the
past promised the amend-
ment would be repealed but
has not seta deadline for this.

Haikkar Khal

FROM PAGE 1

was not aware of any develop-
ment work at the place. "I am
going to investigate the matter
first," he said.

When contacted, Shahidul
Islam Rahmat, chief executive
officer of Bay Dredge and
Development, said his com-
pany is filling up over 8 acres of
land to elevate its height by 15
feet from the level of the canal.
Owmners of small plots on the
land are paying him Tk 50,000
each for filling up each katha
ofland.

Shahidul denied the allega-
tion of encroachment, claim-
ing that he had wverified all
documents before launching
the project.

"People know that this
place is designated for a grave-
yard. 5till they want to fill it up
to get a better value from the
government's compensation
scheme," he said.

On December 31, workers
were seen building a small
dyke at the site apparently to
prevent sand from rolling onto
the canal, which is hardly
three feet away. On the west-
ern bank of the canal, a plot
has been created visibly
encroaching on the canal.

Pointing to the western
side of the canal, Shahidul
accused other plot owners of
filling up the canal. "As far as
my project is concerned, [ am
asclean ascrystal,” he said.

Dr Zafar Igbal
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Prothom Alo-Bandhusabha of

SUST Munsi Misbah, General
Secretary of the organisation
Sourav Kumar Ghosh and
Organising Secretary of Sylhet
Bandhushova MD Mithun.

They were given first aid at
Madhabpur Hospital but later
Sujit Chakrabarti was admit-
ted to Sylhet Medical College
Hospital as his condition
deteriorated.

The microbus started from
Sylhet at 5:00am and was
heading for the venue of
Prothom Alo-Dutch Bangla
Mathematics festival in
Comilla.

Prof Zafar Igbal had minor
injuries to his knee.

Govt plans
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It has been years, she recol-
lected, since the last major
aman rice variety BR-11 was
released, saying, "Now the time
has come that we develop more
productive varietiesofaman."

"We've already asked our
national agricultural research
system to go for varietal devel-
opmentofaman,” Matiaadded.

"In the upland we'll provide
full support to farmers foraman
expansion while we'll promote
boro in the low lying regions,”
she said adding that farmers
actually can ill-afford 55 days of
irrigation and drawing up of
3,000 litres of water for produc-
ingone kilogram of boro.

She said the government
wants to expand boro cultiva-
tion in the south rather than in
the north, as cropping intensity
has already reached to a record
high of 300 percent in the north
while it is 120 percent in the
south.

Irrigation and other input
(fertilisers, pesticides etc.)
intensive boro, which has been
a tertiary or secondary rice crop
in Bangladesh until the late "90s,
now contributes 60 percent to
the country's annual staple
output, well surpassing the
contributions of rain-fed aman
and aus varieties.

According to official statis-
tics, a boro yield of 8.1 million
meiric tonne (MT) topped the 8
million MT yield of aman for the
first time in 1997-'98, whereas
during the period of 1971-'72,
the first year of Bangladesh's
independence, boro outputhad
been only 1.7 million MT com-
pared to 4.1 million MT of
aman's.

Last year farmers in
Bangladesh produced over 18
million MT of boro while aman
was produced around 12 mil-
lion MT.

While cultivating boro is
expensive in terms of irrigation
and input cost, growing aman,
at times, is risky because of its
nature-dependency. In the last
aman season, the government
had to provide farmers with free
electricity for supplementary
irrigation due to a delayed
monsoon and erratic rainfall.

The government's plan of

letting the rain-fed rice varieties
to have an upper hand over the
irrigated one, comes hard on
the heels of international
research findings showing
accumulation of arsenic in
croplands due to excessive
groundwaterirrigation.

A study carried out by lead-
ing arsenic researchers from
home and abroad, and pub-
lished in the January edition of
scientific journal Nature
Geoscience, reveals that mon-
soon flooding of 0.9 metre
depth removes up to 62 percent
of accumulated arsenic from
cultivable lands, but the poison-
ous metalloids ely remain
deposited on non-flooded
farmlands posing threat to
future crop production.

In Bangladesh, only 21
percent lands are annually
flooded with depth of 0.9 metre.

The agriculture minister laid
special emphasis on using
surface water for irrigation,
rather than over exploiting the
depleting groundwater, and
spoke of the government's plan
to procure dredgers for dredg-
ing the rivers to facilitate surface
irrigation.

Matia also underscored the
need for judicious use of irriga-
tion water in the farmlands. She
favoured alternate wet and dry
(AWD) irrigation instead of
keeping the boro lands sub-
merged all the time. Expansion
of AWD, said Matia, can effec-
tively reduce water use for
growing dry seasonrice.

A study by the Indian
Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) shows, if
croplands are kept alternatively
wet and dry rather than sub-
merged continuously, it
increases grain yield by 20
percent, and reduces water
requirementsup to 70 percent.

3 robbers
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from the scene and arrested a

female robber.

The bodies were sent to
Brahmanbaria Sadar Hospital
forautopsy.

Additional Superintendent
of Police Md Osman Gani
confirmed the incident. Police
have been deployed in the
area to control the situation.

Hasina to
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party press release.

Sheikh Hasina has invited
editors and senior journalists
of different newspapers to her
office at 4:00pm for sharing
her experiencein India.

She will spell out the out-
comes of her four-day visit to
India where three treaties and a
few memorandums of under-
standing were signed, Hasina's
Press Secretary Abul Kalam
Azad told The Daily Star.

AL Presidium member
Obaidul Quader said the prime
minister will inform people in
details about the outcome of
her India tour since some
important treaties were signed
between the two neighbouring
countries.

About Khaleda's press con-
ference, he said the main oppo-
sition has been spreading
propaganda centring the prime
minister's India tour from the
verybeginning.

"While in power, she
[Khaleda] forgets everything
about the country's interests in
relation to India. But when she
is in the opposition and the
Awami League tries to do some-
thing for the country, she says
everything is being done in the

brief

interest ofIndia,"” Obaidul said.

Terming such stance of the
BNP a negative political culture,
he said the opposition could
talk about the prime minister's
India visit in parliament instead
of threatening to go for a move-
ment.

BNP standing committee
member Lt Gen (retd)
Mahbubur Rahman said at her
press conference Khaleda
would explain the party's state-
menton Hasina's India tourand
its outcome, which he said is
"nothing concrete”.

"We have given everything
but we could not achieve any-
thing," he said, adding that the
BNP wanted concrete solution
to longstanding unresolved
issues like rightful water sharing
of 54 common rivers, maritime
boundary and border, among
other political and economical
affairs.

Asked about the ruling
party's call for joining parlia-
ment and talk about their
stance, the senior BNP leader
also observed that the party
should join parliament.

"Since parliament is the best
democratic forum, BNP should
join parliament to practise
democracythere,” he said.

57 prisons left
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Brig Gen Ashraful Islam Khan,
who is also a doctor, said they
face doctor crisis as no-one
prefer to be deputed to the
jails since outdoor practice is
prohibited.

"We have proposed that the
government allow Tk 5,000 as
non-practicing allowances,”
the Khan said, adding, "Doctors
are not paid the non-practicing
allowances although section
107 of the jail code directsit.”

The health ministry deputes
doctors to the jails through the
home ministry and the doctors
in general consider it as punish-
ment posting.

A doctor deputed to Dhaka
Central Jail said, "Doctors
don't want to come here as we
don't get any incentive, depu-
tation allowances and ration.”

On the needs of nurses, the
IG-Prisons said, "We need
doctors first and so we did not
propose for nurses.”

He added sometimes they
train up some prisoners, who
are awarded long-term
imprisonment, for primary
medicare purposes.

Brig Gen Ashraful had
earlier told The Daily Star,
"The jails need more doctors
and hospital arrangement as
most of the prisoners are
either physically or mentally
sick. They are vulnerable to
diseases due to mental pres-
sure, lack of proper food and

various otherreasons."

Sources say the Dhaka jail
has a 172-bed hospital with
three doctors and the hospital
remains always crowed with
250-300 patients.

The sources add the 67 jails
now have prisoners over three
times higher than their capac-
ity of accommodating 27,000
inmates.

Replying to a query over the
follow-up of the proposal to
appoint doctors for jails, a
home ministry official said
they have forwarded it to the
finance ministry where it
remains pending.

Fish processing
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two fire stations managed to

extinguish the fire after five
hours of effort.

According to the Fire
Service and Civil Defence
officials, the estimated loss
was about Tk 1 crore. The fire
was originated from a short
circuit, they added.

Meanwhile, a fire broke out
at two-storied SK Washing
Plant, owned by one Shimul
Barua, opposite to Didar
Market around 11:00pm.

Four fire engines doused
the flame around 12:05am.

Fire Service sources said
the fire was originated from a
short circuit and the estimated
losswas aboutTk 12 lakh.

6 gunrunners
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some outlawed parties.

Asked about this, DC
Monirul Islam, however, said
they were yet to find out such
links.

Meanwhile, a teenage
criminal and a helper of a
truck sustained bomb injuries
as a gang attempted to hijack
the truck at the city's Gabtoli
early yesterday.

Eighteen-year-old hijacker
Russel was wounded when a
cocktail kept in his possession
exploded around 3:30am.
Truck helper Mohammad
Mahbub received injuries
when the criminals charged
another cocktail on the truck.

"The truck was returning to
Naogaon district with some
passengers from Gabtoli cattle
market after offloading rice at
Mohakhali," Darus Salam
Police Station's SI Mokbul
Hossain said, adding that two
other hijackers fled the scene.

9 beaten
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Abdur Rahim, sub-inspector

of the police station, said
police detained the youths to
save them from mob beating.

"We identified the youths
after talking to some of their
acquaintances at the police
station,” he added.

Abdur Rahim added that
the friends of the youths were
beaten too, as they soon went
to Ketua. Three of them were
severely injured and are
undergoing treatment at

Chandpur General Hospital.
The detained were sent to

jailunder section 54.

Two outlaws
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Police Superintendent of
Pabna Nibas Chandra Majhi
said the outlaws were making
bombs to carry out subversive
activities.

He said Shajahan was a
leader and Rafiq was an active
member of the outlawed party.

First solar
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adjacent areas observed
partial eclipse. Enthusiasts
gathered at Dhanmondi play-
ground, Dhaka University (DU)
central playground,
Mohammadpur Town Hall
playground, Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology central playground,
Jahangimagar University central
playground and other places to
have aviewofit.

Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman Novo Theatre
made arrangements for people
to view the annular solar eclipse
onlarge screen.

Anusandhitsu Chakra, a
science organisation, set up 20
camps at different places includ-
ing DU central playground and
JU playground. Biggyvan
Andolan Mancha also made
arrangement at different places.

The annular solar eclipse
occurs when the Sun and Moon
are exactly in line, but the appar-
ent size of the moon is smaller
than that of the Sun. Hence the
Sun appears as a very bright ring,
or annulus, surrounding the
outline ofthe Moon.

People started to gather at
Cox's Bazar beach from 11:00am
and almost screamed their
heads off when the highest point
reached at 2:30pm, reports a
correspondent from Cox's Bazar.

Shahjahan Mridha Benu,
president of Anusandhitsu
Chakra Astronomy Section, said
theyhad supplied around 15,000
solar filters at Cox's Bazar beach
for the viewers to have safe
observance.

Meanwhile, hundreds of
indigenous juveniles yesterday
gathered in front of Barghi
Restaurant under Sadar Upazila
in Khagrachhari and witnessed
the eclipse, which lasted there for
abouteight minutes.

Arong Library and Bigyan
Andolon Manchha jointly made
arrangements for viewing the
annulareclipse.

JRC meet
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prioritise striking a deal regard-
ing share of Teesta water at the
Joint River Commission meet-
ing though issues of sharing
water of six other rivers will also
be ontheagenda.

“I hope we will make the
deal of water sharing of Teesta
river; we will hold discussion
in this regard,” the minister
said.

When asked, whether the
minister level meeting will sign
the agreement he said, “The
meeting will discuss the deal
and, if possible, we will make it
after the discussion with both
the prime ministers.”

The minister also told the
BBC that the next two months
would be lean period. “If the
country gets water during the
lean period we will be bene-
fited,” he said.

This kind of meeting is going
to be held after six to seven years
and the Bangladesh govern-
ment will also propose to hold
such type of meeting at least
onceinayear.

Statff recruitment
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country's premier public hospi-
tal, causing sufferings to hun-
dreds of patients.

Replying to a query, the
minister yesterday said, "Any-
one, not only ministers or law-
makers, can make recommen-
dations. But the authorities
must complywith therules.

"We will look into the allega-
tions and make sure corruption
doesnot mar the recruitment.”

Lately, The Daily Star has
collected copies of at least 30
applications containing recom-
mendations by ministers, MPs
and government high-ups.

It has also gathered that
some leaders of Swadhinata
Chikitsak Parishad, pro-AL
doctors' association, DMCH
employees and bigwigs have
received money from candi-
datesagainst job assurances.

But various groups have
been feuding over the recruit-
ment as the number of their
candidates is way higher than
that of the posts.

Meanwhile, the doctors'
association and class-IV
employees have demanded
removal of DMCH Director Brig
Gen Bazle Quader for “corrup-
tionin the recruittment process”.

They have also threatened to
go on indefinite strike in the
hospital and the college.

Sources said the hospital
authorities had nearly com-

pleted recruitment of 171
employees allegedly in return
forhuge sums.

They picked only the appli-
cants who paid handsomely for
the jobs and those recom-
mended by ministers, lawmak-
ers, journalists and other influ-
ential persons.

Leaders of class-IV employ-
ees have been urging the direc-
tor to recruit 51 of their candi-
dates, while the Parishad lead-
erswantatleast 20 of theirsto be
chosen.

Shamsul Alam, general
secretary of class-IV employees’
union, told The Daily Star, "The
director had assured us of pick-
ing 51 of our persons, but he
deprived us. He is busy enter-
taining the requests from the
doctors and other influential
people.”

DMCH employees chased
Monilal Aich Litu of Swadhinata
Chikitsak Parishad and Abu
Yusuf Fakir of Bangladesh
Medical Association Thursday
for their alleged involvement in
the recruitment trade.

The two however denied
the bribery allegations against
them. They said it was the
selection committee mem-
bers who were involved in
corruption.

Despite repeated attempts,
The Daily Star correspondents
could not reach the director
for comments.

Haiti earthquake
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food stores in the city also had

been emptied bylooters.

Casella said the WFP was
preparing shipments of enough
ready-to-eat meals to feed 2
million Haitians fora month.

Hundreds of bodies were
stacked outside the city
morgue, and limbs of the dead
protruded from the rubble of
crushed schools and homes. A
few workers were able to free
people who had been trapped
under the rubble for days, but
others attended to the grim task
of using bulldozers to transport
loads ofbodies.

For the long-suffering peo-
ple of Haiti, the Western
Hemisphere's poorest nation,
shockwas giving way to despair.

"We need food. The people
are suffering. My neighbours
and friends are suffering,” said
Sylvain Angerlotte, 22. "We
don't have money. We don't
have nothing to eat. We need
purewater.”

From Europe, Asia and the
Americas, more than 20 govern-
ments, the UN and private aid
groups were sending
planeloads of high-energy
biscuits and other food, tons of
water, tents, blankets, water-
purification gear, heavy equip-
ment for removing debris,
helicopters and other transport.
Hundreds of search-and-
rescue, medical and other
specialists also headed to Haiti.

The UN World Food
Programme began organising
distribution centres for food
and water Thursday, said Kim
Boldug, acting chief of the large
UN mission in this desperately
poor couniry. She said it was
remarkable there were no
widespread reports of looting,
but added that "the risk of
having social unrest very soon”"
made it important to move
quickly.

Governments and govern-
ment agencies have pledged
about $400 million worth of aid,
including $100 million from the
United States.

But into the third day follow-
ing the 7.0-magnitude quake,
the global helping hand was
slowed by a damaged seaport
and an airport that turned away
civilian aid planes for eight
hours Thursday because of a
lack of space and fuel. Aid work-
ers have been blocked by debris
on inadequate roads and by
survivors gathered in the open
out of fear of aftershocks and re-
entering unstable buildings.

Across the sprawling, hilly
city, people milled about in
open areas, hopeful for help,
sometimes setting up camps
amid piles of salvaged goods,
including food scavenged from
therubble.

Small groups could be seen
burying dead by roadsides.
Other dust-covered bodies were
being dragged down streets,
toward hospitalswhererelatives
hoped to leave them. Countless
dead remained unburied, some
in piles. Outside one pharmacy,
the body of a woman was cov-
ered by a sheet, a small bundle
atop her, a tiny foot poking from
itscovering,.

Aid worker Fevil Dubien said
some people were almost fight-
ing over the water hedistributed
from a truck in a northern Port-
au-Prince neighbourhood.

Elsewhere, about 50
Haitians yearning for food and
water rushed toward two
employees wearing "Food For
The Poor" T-shirts as they
entered the international
agency'sdamaged building.

"We heard a commotion at
the door, knocking at it, trying to
get in," said project manager

Liony Batista. "'What's going

on? Are you giving us some
food? We said, 'Uh-oh." You
never know when people are
goingoverthe edge.”

Batista said he and others
tried to calm the crowd, which
eventually dispersed after being
told food hadn'tyet arrived.

"We're not trying to run away
from what we do," Batista said,
adding that coordinating aid
has been a challenge. "People
looked desperate, people
looked hungry, people looked
lost."

Engineers from the UN
mission have begun clearing
some main roads, and law-and-
order duties have fallen com-
pletely to the mission's 3,000
international troops and police.
About 5,500 US soldiers and
Marines were expected to be in
Haiti by Monday. Their efforts
will include providing security,
White House spokesman
Robert Gibbs said.

Wimhurst, the mission
spokesman, said Haitian police
"are not visible at all," no doubt
because many had to deal with
lost homes and ily mem-
bers. The first US military units
to arrive took on a coordinating
roleat theairport.

Batista, the Food For The
Poor project manager, went
back to the Dominican
Republic late Thursday and
awaited the arrival of 100 ship-
ping containers loaded with
rice, canned goods and building
supplies.

"I don't think that a word has
been invented for what is hap-
pening in Haiti," he said. "It is
total disaster.”
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conduct instead of deploying
army and paramilitary
forces," he said.

Police, Rab, Ansar and VDP
members will be engaged in
maintaining law and order
during the DCC polls,
Sakhawat said.

"The authorities will bring
in more police forces from
outside the city if the situation
demands."

Besides, judicial and exec-
utive magistrates would over-
see the execution of election
code of conduct along with
three commissioners includ-
ing Chief election commis-
sioner and EC's own team, the
commissioner said.

Sakhawat said the election
code of conduct for candi-
dates of DCC polls is being
made stricter than the previ-
ous time to stop influence of
black money.

Some new conditions are
being added to the existing
election code of conduct,
which include mayor of the
city corporation cannot
approve any project and
release fund before the elec-
tion (announcement of sched-
ule to voting day), he said.

"It will be deemed as a
violation of the election code
of conduct if any person or
organisation approves such a
projectand releases money."

Besides, candidates would
be allowed to submit their
nomination paper with high-
est five supporters and they
cannot carry out election
campaign by setting up dias or
stage by occupying roads, he
said.

"The candidates will have
to mention the name of
organisation which will print
posters and the number of
posters to ascertain their
election expenditure.”

There was no such condi-
tion in printing posters earlier,
Sakhawat added.



