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People sit under makeshift tents across the street near the presidential
palace while James Girly, 64, of the US is brought out from destroyed
Montana Hotel building in Port-au-Prince on Thursday where he was
trapped for 50 hours (Inset). French rescuers pulled seven Americans

and one Haitian survivor from the building.

AP, Port-au-Prince

US military air traffic controllers are
scrambling to keep earthquake aid flowing
into the Haitian capital without the use ofa
control tower or radar, and amid struggles
over fuel, tarmac space and even staircases
to access planes.

With all the hurdles facing rescue and
relief efforts in this shattered city, it appears
the first to overcome are at its major entry
point for supplies. US federal officials halted
nonmilitary flights for eight hours Thursday
at the request of the Haitian government,
leaving dozens of planes circling.

The Haitian government said that there
was no room on ramps for planes to unload
their cargo and that some planes on the
ground didn'thave enough fuel to leave.

Overhead, two dozen planes circled for
more than two hours, and many of them
were diverted to Santo Domingo or Florida.

On the ground, 23 combat controllers
working out of a vacant hangar on laptops
guided aircraft onto the cramped airstrip.
Planes were parked with their wing tips
overlapping. Helicopters and small propel-
ler planes sat on the grass.

"There's only so much concrete," US Air
Force Col. Buck Elton said. "It's a constant

| Quake aid trickles thru'
é Haiti's cramped airport

puzzle of trying to move aircraftinand out."

Elton said he counted 120 takeoffs and
landings by late afternoon. He said com-
mercial charters used to haul aid supplies
were causing holdups because, unlike
military planes, they take a long time to
unload.

Thursday's arrivals were dominated
by rescue crews leading search dogs and
military operations toting supplies and
communications equipment.

The aid group Doctors Without
Borders was able to bring in medical
supplies and a pallet of body bags. But
other groups had no luck.

Quake makes 300,000

H.FP Geneva

An estimated 300,000 people have been
left homeless in the devastation wrought
by the unprecedented earthquake in
Haiti, with one in 10 homes in the capital
destroyed, the UN said yesterday.

A helicopter assessment by the UN
mission in Haiti found that some areas
around Port-au-Prince suffered "50
percent destruction,” as aid workers
struggled to rush help into the debris
ridden area.

"First estimates suggest some 10 per-

cent of the housing in Port-au-Prince has
been destroyed, Whl-l‘:h roughly translates
to about 300,000 people left homeless,"
said Elisabeth Byrs, spokeswoman of the
UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

Another UN body estimated that 30
percent of buildings had collapsed or
been affected after the capital and sur-
rounding areas were hit by an earthquake
that had no historical precedent in the
region.

"We're talking definitely about an
earthquake which probably has a recur-

homeless

rence period of several hundred years,"
said Andrew Maskrey, a specialist at the
International Strategy for Disaster
Reduction.

An OCHA situation report said some
3.5 million people live in areas hit by
"strong shaking" from the 7.0-magnitude
earthquake that flattened much of
Haitian capital Port-au-Prince this week.

Besides Port-au-Prince, Jacmel -- an
area south of the capital and Carrefour -
- a nearby suburb closer to the epi-

centre were also affected, according to
the UN.

Cries grow faint under rubble

AFP, Port-au-Prince

Almost 48 hours after the
shattered concrete ceiling of
her cousin's dress store
crashed down upon her,
Maryse's faltering cries galva-
nised a crowd of rescuers
digging through the rubble.
Young men -- bystanders
and volunteers -- began to
scrabble ineffectually at the
twisted but still massive net of
concrete chunks and steel
reinforcement rods trapping
Maryse and the corpses of her
friends and neighbours.
International aid flights
had begun to arrive at Port-
au-Prince's airport, but on
Thursday, two days after
Haiti's most disastrous earth-
quake, most citizens of its
devastated capital could rely
on no-one but themselves.
Signs of life from Maryse
and at least one more young
woman spurred a group of
volunteers to action in one
city centre street, but without
heavy lifting gear and trained
rescue teams they had little

hope of success.

"They're going to die.
They're going to die,"” spat 30-
year-old accountancy stu-
dent Jean Rald Rocher, fid-
dling with the paper face
mask that was his only pro-
tective gear as he dug for
rotting corpses under rein-
forced concrete.

Rocher's cousin, Ruth
Esperance, was killed in the
quake, and now he works with
the disorganised gangs of

young men hunting through
the rubble.

He and others howled with
impotent rage as four-by-four
trucks with diplomats and aid
workers rode past without
stopping, neither to help free
Maryse nor to gather up the
rotting body of her friend,
Line Louis-Pierre.

According to the owner of
the house that plunged into
the store, 52-year-old teacher
Domeck Mathurin, at least
three more women and girls
lay dead in the wreckage and
AFP reporters at the scene
heard faint cries.

It's the tragedy of one

Cuba allows US to use

ing possessions.

The International Red -

Cross said the quake has . rization to fly medical evacuation flights from the US Naval

killed between 40,000 and -

50,000 people, while Haitian . airspace, cutting 90 minutes off one-way flight time," the White

. Housesaid in a statement.

officials have warned the

overall death toll may top : : _
- from Guantanamo, which is perched on the communist island's

100,000.

As of late Thursday about .
7,000 bodies had already : : :
been buried in mass graves, - betweenWashington and Havana in the midst of global efforts to
according to Peruvian Prime °
Minister Velasquez -
(Quesquen, who is in Port-au-
Prince supervising Peru's -
* Haiti evacuees medical treatment.

relief effort and met with

Haitian President Rene Preval. -
Haiti is often cited as the |
western hemisphere's poor- -

est country, but even amid ,
- Department said.

such misery there were pock-

ets of relative wealth. These .
with their *
multi-story concrete blocks, .
; the crisis.

neighbourhoods,

were hit hard.

airspace for quake aid

street, in a ruined city where _

every street has its own row of - :
fly-blown corpses and crowds | AFP, Washington
of wandering refugees, seek- -

ing a place to lie down for the | The United States said yesterday it had been granted rare per-

ight with their f in-
night wi elr Iew remain : the wake of Haiti's devastating earthquake.

mission to use Cuban airspace for aid and evacuation flights in
"We have coordinated with the Cuban government for autho-

Station Guantanamo Bay to Miami, Florida through Cuban

The deal will allow US planes to overfly Cuba en route to and

southeastern tip.
The agreement puts aside decades of Cold War animosity

help the ranks of injured and estimated 300,000 Haitians made
homeless by the massive 7.0 magnitude quake.

The United States has used the base -- which became notori-
ous as a internment camp for "war on terror” suspects -- to give

There are an estimated 45,000 Americans in Haiti, some of

whom were injured in the disaster.
Some 160 US citizens were evacuated earlier Thursday with
about 370 more slated to be flown out later in the day, the State

Friday's announcement could provide an air bridge to ease
logistical bottlenecks in Port-au-Prince, which have caused
Haitians to receive just a trickle of aid as they face a fourth day of

PHOTO: AFP

Iragi shopkeepers clear the debris in the Shia Muslim shrine city of Najaf 150km south of
Baghdad yesterday following several bombs that detonated Thursday night. As many as 15
people were killed and dozens more were wounded when three bombs exploded simulta-
neously in a rare attack in Najaf.

PHOTO: AFP
Supporters of Sri Lanka's main opposition presidential candidate and former army chief General
Sarath Fonseka attend a political rally in the Colombo suburb of Moratuwa on Thursday. The
recently retired top military commander is challenging President Mahinda Rajapakse in the
January 26 elections.

US warns of
terrorist
attacks in
Malaysia

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

The United States embassy in
Malaysia issued a warning
yesterday that criminal and
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terrorist groups are planning
attacks against foreigners in 2.
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Sabah state on Borneoisland.
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in isolated areas in eastern
Sabah including the diving 8.
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island of Sipadan, where
foreign hostages were
snatched in 2000.

"There are indications that
both criminal and terrorist
groups are planning or intend
acts of violence against for-
eigners in eastern Sabah," the
embassy said in a warden
notice on its website.
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Japan ends Afghan
refuelling mission

AP, Tokyo

Japan yesterday wrapped up
its eight-year naval refuelling
mission in the Indian Ocean
supporting the US-led war in
Afghanistan, fulfilling a cam-
paign pledge of the new gov-
ernment in Tokyo

The mission was a way for
Japan barred by its pacifist
constitution from sending
troopsinto combat to support
the US in the aftermath of the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks. The government at
that time, led by conservatives
who lost elections last August,
had to pass a special law allow-
ing for the ships to be sent.
That mandate expired Friday.

Defence Minister Toshimi
Kitazawa ordered the
destroyer Ikazuchi and supply
ship Mashu to pull out of the
Indian Ocean on Friday.

The government of Prime
Minister Yukio Hatoyama
opposed the mission, saying
Japan should take humanitar-
ian rather than military mea-
sures, to help Afghanistan. In

November, Japan pledged %5
billion in fresh aid to help
Afghanistan strengthen its
police force, for agriculture
and other infrastructure
projects.

In announcing the with-
drawal, however, Hatoyama
said Japan will continue its
support for international
peace.

"We will continue to act
positively and proactively to
contribute to international
efforts against terrorism,”
Hatoyama said in a statement.

During the mission that
started in November 2001,
Japan provided about 137
million gallons (520 million
liters) of oil, as well as 11,000
tons of water, to vessels and
aircraft from about a dozen
countries, including the US,
Pakistan, France, Britain and
Germany, according to the
Defence Ministry.

Japan spent more than 10
billion yen ($110 million) for
the operation in the last two
years alone, the ministry
said.

500 candidates barred | |-
from polls in Iraq |

AP, Baghdad
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Iraq's electoral commission on Thursday barred 500 candidates 3.
from running in March's parliamentary election, including a
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prominent Sunni lawmaker, in a decision that is sure to deepen e
Iraq's sectarian divides. S0, | TR AR habihid
Hamdia al-Hussaini, a commissioner on the Independent 3
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High Electoral Commission, said the commission made the
decision after receiving the list from a parliament committee
that vets candidates for ties to Saddam Hussein's outlawed
Baath party.

The decision to bar the candidates most of whom are
believed to be Sunni potentially threatens the country's fragile
security because it risks leaving Sunni voters feeling targeted
and disenfranchised. The Sunni boycott in a January 2005 elec-
tion is considered one of the key factors that deepened the insur-
BELILY,

The candidates have three days to appeal, al-Hussaini said.

Among those barred is prominent Sunni leader Saleh al-
Mutlaq, a strident critic of Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki. Al-
Mutlaq has already said he would appeal any ruling against him.

Former Prime Minister Ayad Allawi, speaking before the
decision was announced Thursday, described the effort to bar
the candidates as intimidation.

Allawi and al-Mutlaq are political allies in the Iraqi National
Movement, a coalition challenging al-Maliki in the vote.

"This is a process of severe intimidation and threats,” Allawi
said in an interview with The Associated Press. "It's clear that
theywant to getrid of their opponents.”

Allawi, a fierce critic of al-Maliki, called on the prime minister
to put a stop towhat he described as the parliament committee's
intimidation.
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