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Selim Al Deen death
anniversary observed

at JU

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

The second death anniversary of 'Natyacharya' Selim Al
Deen was observed at the Jahangirnagar University cam-
pus on January 14 with a daylong programme. The Depart-
ment of Drama and Dramatics, JU organised the
programme, which was attended by renowned theatre and

cultural personalities from Dhaka.

The programme started early in the morning with a
procession that started from the Dramatics Department
towards Al Deen's grave. Begumzadi Meherunnesa, widow

of Al Deen, led the procession.

In honour of the theatre icon, 'Acharya Selim Al Deen
Seminar Library' was inaugurated as part of the
programme. Professor Sharif Enamul Kabir, Vice Chancel-
lor of JU, inaugurated the library. Among others, theatre

personality Nasiruddin Yousuff and Be
Meherunnesa were present at the inaugural.

A photography exhibition featuring the life and works of
Al Deen was also part of the programme. The exhibition,
featuring works of Barin Ghosh, was held at the Old Arts

Faculty Building premises.
Present and former students of the departmen

the teachers took part in a musical soiree held at the Dra-
matics Department. The soiree featured songs from Al

Deen's plays.

Chanu Bayati and his troupe from Manikganj performed
'Gazir Gaan' in the afternoon in front of the Old Arts Faculty
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palatial Hyderabad House.

Monday evening was special

Building.

In the evening, Al Deen's acclaimed play "Prachya' was
staged at the Mukto Mancho (open stage). Directed by Dr.
Yousuf Hasan, the play was staged by the students of the
department.

Today, a daylong programme by Al Deen's troupe, Dhaka
Theatre, will be held at Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
(BSA). The daylong programme will feature a lecture and
play. Professor Sirajul Islam Chowdhury will deliver the
Selim Al Deen Memorial Lecture at the Conference Hall of
BSA, while Dhaka Theatre's latest production
"Dhaboman” --written by Al Deen -- will be staged in the
evening at the National Theatre Hall.
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Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh's banquet
for visiting Bangladeshi Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina here
last Monday has caused more
than a buzz not only in Indian
political and business circles
but also in the cinema world.
Why? Because the presence
of actress Konkona Sen Sharma
added a glamour quotient to
the event. The actress also
spoke briefly to Hasina at the

for Konkona, who won critical
acclaim for her sensitive por-
trayal of roles in movies like "Mr
and Mrs Iyer”, "Page 3", "Wake
Up Sid", "Life In A Metro" and
"Ek Jey Chhilo Kanya". It is not
often that a filmstar gets to dine
with prime ministers of two
countries and Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi.

Konkona said, "I met
Sheikh Hasina briefly. She
asked me about my mother
(actress/ filmmaker Aparna
Sen). For me, it was a novel
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When Konkona Sen met
Sheikh Hasina

experience to be invited to
suchadinner.”

Konkona was accompanied
by her boyfriend and
Bollywood actor Ranbir
Shorey to the banquet.

Film industry sources say
Hasina is a big fan of Kokona
and that was why she got the
invite to the banquet.

Konkona wore a sari from
her personal collection to the
banquet. "I chose an elegant
sari. It wasn't a designer en-
semble though," she said.

"It was a very warm and
special evening. It was very
thrilling for me because I have
never experienced anything of
that sort in my life," said the
actress. Konkona was thrilled
when she got the phone call
from the Indian Prime Minis-
ter's Office (PMO) inviting her
for the dinner.

This was the second time in
recent weeks that a movie star
graced the dinner hosted by
the Indian Prime Minister.

Recently, Bollywood actress
Deepika Padukone had the
honour of dining with Prime
Minister Singh and Sonia when
she was invited for a dinner
with them hosted in the hon-
our of the visiting Japanese
Prime Minister Hatoyama and
his wife who are reported to be
bigfansofher.

Another Bollywood star
Rani Mukherjee was honoured
likewise back in 2005 when she
was invited for a dinner which
Manmohan Singh had hosted
in honour of the then Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf
and hiswife Sehba.
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“Spider-Man 4” gets boot
in favour of reboot

If anyone ever wanted to deliberately sabotage
a successful movie franchise, they probably
could do worse than take notes on Sony Pic-
tures' handling of the Spider-Man films.

Last Monday, Sony announced it is shelving
“Spider-Man 4," ending a series that has
grossed more than 51 billion in the 1J.5. and
Canada alone. In its place, Sony will start over
with a new Spider-Man movie that takes the
web-headed, wall-crawling superhero back to
high school.

Sony is going forward without “Spider-
Man" director Sam Raimi and star Tobey
Maguire, which is no surprise. Raimi spent
most of the past year apologising for “Spider-
Man 3," which critics and fans alike had
greeted with widespread disappointment.

Raimi had promised “Spider-Man 4" would
have a better script that would emphasise the
characters and not try to shoehorn too many

supervillains into the mix. Unfortunately, the
script Sony had in hand didn't meet Raimi's
expectations.

So, he walked away for that most Hollywood
of reasons -- “creative differences” -- and Sony
is rebooting with a new director and a new
cast.

All of that must have come as a surprise to
John Malkovich, who, as recently as earlier in
the day Monday, was reportedly set to play The
Vulturein“Spider-Man4".,

But reboots are risky business, too. Nolan's
Batman revival was a huge success, effectively
fumigating the stench left behind by “Batman
Forever” and "Batman and Robin.” But Marvel
Entertainment's 2008 revamp of the Hulk
didn't fare much better at the box office than
Anglee's 2003 film.
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