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CtG ARMS HAUL CASE

Hafizur on 3-day

remand

Call to use cycle to
cut air pollution

STAFF CORRESPONDENT half an hour cycling daily or
2,100 km cycling a year, they

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, On March 2, 2009, Hafizur Tangail district unit of added.
Chittagong made a confessional state- Bangladesh Paribesh The Bapa leaders further

A Chittagong court yesterday
placed accused Hafizur
Rahman on a three-day
remand in connection with the
sensational arms haul case.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Mahbubur Rahman granted
the remand after Criminal
Investigation Department
placed Hafizur before the
court and submitted a prayer
for the same.

Earlier, Hafizur was
arrested at the jetty of
Chittagong Urea Fertiliser
Company Limited on April
02, 2004, with ten truckloads
of firearms and ammunition.
He later surrendered before
the High Court in Dhaka on
October 26, 2005.

ment under section 164
before Chittagong
Metropolitan Magistrate
Osman Gani, which made a
remarkable development in
the case.

In the statement, Hafizur
revealed that the ministries
for home and industries of
the then four-party govern-
ment, some high officials of
intelligence agencies con-
cerned and coast guards were
well aware of the smuggling.

The arrangement for safe
passage of the deadly weap-
ons and ammunition was
undertaken in late 2001, he
said.

In January 4 this year, CID
got a further extension of 78
days to reinvestigate the case.
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Free Birds Club and Dhaka Youth Circle Welfare Organisation take out a colourful kite procession at Gandaria in the city yesterday to

celebrate Poush Sangkranti.

Andolon (Bapa) took out a
bicycle procession in front of
Poura Park in the town yes-
terday to make cycle popular
as an alternative to motor-
ised vehicles.

The participants paraded
through the important
streets of the town.

Later, a rally was held
where unit leaders of Bapa
said death toll has been rising
day by day due to diabetes,
cardiac arrest, blood pres-
sure and some other prevent-
able diseases.

It is possible to reduce the
chance of obesity to 50 per-
cent, blood pressure 30 per-
cent, heart disease 50 percent
and diabetes 50 percent by

said that cycling would also
reduce air pollution, which is
increasing due to motorised
vehicles.

They demanded steps to
reduce tax on cycle to make it
easier to the students and
low-income people and
separate lane for cycling.

They called on the govern-
ment to reduce taxes on
bicycle to make it popular
among people.

Tangail unit Bapa
President Sekandar Hayat
Khan presided over the rally
where Sharif Jamil and
Kamrul Ahsan of Bapa,
sportsperson Kamrun Nahar
Dana, Prof Sumsun Nahar
and Nilufar Jahan spoke.
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Hafizul Islam, former manag-
ing director of Uttara Bankand
Arab Bangladesh Bank and
general manager of Sonali

Treaties with India
harmtul to country

Says Delwar

11TH DHAKA INT'L FILM FESTIVAL BEGINS

National film policy
soon: Hasina

ANNULAR SOLAR ECLIPSE TODAY

Tourists throng
St Martin's

STAFF CORRESPONDENT Meanwhile, pro-BNP A CORRESPONDENT, Cox's angladesh for eight minutes.

intellectuals said at a discus- Bazar Su,ﬂlensklsfugher, headded.
BNP Secretary General sion yesterday that the coun- _ . He further said that all filters
Khandaker Delwar Hossain try could not gain anything UNB, Dhaka told the opening programme  try'sliberation war. An annular Eﬂlﬂ{ eclipse will  used for viewing the eclipse do
yesterday said the govern- from the prime minister's of the film festival, being Following a demand from occur today which will have notworkproperly.

ment has done irreparable
harm to the country by signing
agreements with India, term-
ing the prime minister's visit
to the neighbouring country 'a
hundred percent’ failure.

"The joint communiqué
and all the agreements and

visit. Rather, the agreements
have put the country's sover-
eignty and security at risk.

BNP organised the discus-
sion to mark the 1/11 at the
Jatiya Press Club.

Prof Emajuddin Ahmed
said the joint communiqué

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday announced
that the government would
set up a modern film institute
and formulate National Film
Policy for development of the
country's film arena.

staged with the slogan-
'Better film, better audience,
better society’.

Recalling the establish-
ment of the Film
Development Corporation
(FDC) by Father of the Nation

the Film Festival authorities,
the prime minister said she
would look into the matter
whether any cash donation
can be given for smooth and
timely arrangement of such
film festivals in future.

better visibility from St
Martin's island if the sky
remains clear.

The solar cover-up will be
visibleat 12:44pm.

Hundreds of people have
been coming to Cox's Bazar to
viewtherare eclipse.

The interested viewers have
been advised to use 13- and 14-

grade welding glasses and view-
ing the shadow of the sun
through the water post mixed
with turmeric during the eclipse
issafe, hesaid.

Underno circumstances, one
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85, says a pressrelease.

His namaz-e-janaza will be
held at Baitul Mukarram
National Mosque after Juma

told reporters at the party's
central office at Naya Paltan in
the city.

He said India has gained a

ests of the country.

The BNP should identify
those clauses and explained
them to the people, he added.

if necessary,” she said at the
inaugural function of the
nine-day 11th Dhaka
International Film Festival

industry minister, the prime
minister also stressed the
need for setting a modern
studio inside the FDC.

Margub Morshed, Jury Board
Chairman Saeed Akhtar
Mirza of India, festival com-
mittee Vice-Chairman Badal

Bangladesh Anusandhitsu

Chakra, a science organisation,
has made arrangements for
people to view the annular solar

Bangladesh sky before 2114.
The total solar eclipse would be
visible from the country after
105 years. The next one would
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8th Nat'l Scouts
Jamboree begins

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 8th National Scouts

home and abroad are partici-
pating in thisyear's Jamboree.

Chiel National
Commissioner of Bangladesh
Scouts Abul Kalam Azad said
this at a press conference at the
National Scouts Bhaban in the
cityyesterday.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will formally inaugu-

rate the function on Saturday,
headded.
The scouts will participate

Jamboree started at Mouchak in 14 challenging events during
- * L
I ntrOd u ces in Gazipuryesterday. the Jamboree.
A total of 13,000 scouts from National Commissioner of

Bangladesh Scouts Mozammel
Haque Khan, National
Commissioner (programine)
Mesbah Uddin Bhuyian and
President of Bangladesh
Scouts Momtazul Islam were
present at the press confer-
ence.

The Jamboree will continue
till January 22.

UNB, Dhaka
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WEATHER ¢

Dry weather likely

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry with temporary
partly cloudy sky over the country in the next 12 hours until

6:00pm today.

Prevailing mild cold wave over Rajshahi and Dhaka
divisions and the region of Srimongal may continue, met

office said.

Moderate to thick fog may occur over the country during

the period.

Night temperature may fall slightly over Rajshahi divi-
sion and the regions of Jessore, Kushtia, Tangail and
Mymensingh and may remain nearly unchanged elsewhere

over the country, it said.

The sun sets in the capital at 5:33pm today and rises at

6:43am tomorrow.
Country

Celsius at Sayedpur.

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

's highest temperature 27.0 degrees Celsius was
recorded yesterday at Cox's Bazar and lowest 9.1 degrees

and conditions apply* « For further detalls call 121 or visit www.banglalinkgsm.com City/Town Temperature in Humidityin
Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 24.8 10.0 87 65

Chittagong 24.6 15.0 81 65

Rajshahi 23.0 9.2 91 69

difference Khulna 23.2 14.1 82 71

Barisal 24.6 13.0 86 77

banglalink Sylhet 25.7 13.3 96 70

Cox's Bazar 27.0 15.6 74 67




