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Dock workers, retrenched during caretaker government rule, wearing shrouds lie down on the road in
front of Chittagong port office yesterday to press their demands including reinstatement.

Govt seems not honest
to its promises: Larma

OuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban

Parbatya Chhattagram Jana
Sanghati Samity (PCJSS)
leader Jyotirindra Bodhipriya
Larma alias Santu Larma
yesterday said they are losing
confidence in the present
government, as it is not seri-
ous about implementation of
the peace agreement.

He urged the indigenous
people to prepare for a fresh
movement to realise their
demands setting aside politi-
cal differences.

“The present government
says one thing and does
another. In such a situation,
we have no other alternative to
movement,” the former gue-
rilla leader said while address-
ing a meeting of the Mro
Community at Tonkaboti, a
remote village in Bandarban
Sadar upazila yesterday.

Santu said the indigenous

Santu Larma

people must stay united to
fight for their rights.

JSD President Hasanul Haq
Inu ME, Gono Forum presid-
invm member Pankaj
Bhattacharya, Mro leader
Ranglai Mro and PCJSS
Bandarban unit President
Sadhuram Tripura also spoke.

"The political party, which
signed the peace accord in
1997, again came to power but
it is not sincere at all to fully

implement the agreement,”
Santu said.

Santu alleged the political
parties are now under the
control of the opportunists.
Though they say about eman-
cipation of the oppressed
people, they are busy making
fortunes for themselves.

The PCJSS leader said now
the question before the indig-
enous people is whether they
will get involved in opportu-
nistic politics or fight for
protection of their life and
property.

"We compelled the govern-
ment to sign the peace agree-
ment through struggle and we
will have to force it again to
completely implement the
accord,” Santu said.

Several hundred Mro
people from Sadar, Lama and
Ali Kadam uparzilas attended
the rally at Tonkaboti, some 50
kilometres off Bandarban
district headguarters.

FALLOUT OF CoLD WAVE IN NORTHERN DISTRICTS

Boro seedbeds withering
away for dense fog

STAR NATIONAL DESK

The ongoing cold wave accompanied by dense fog has started
impinging on agriculture, especially in the boro seedbeds in rice
producing northern districts.

Boro seedbeds in greater Rajshahi region are turning yellow-
ish and withering away due to severe cold while use of more
pesticides and fungicides seems too ineffective in this regard,
reports our Rajshahi staff correspondent Anwar Ali.

Agriculture officials Natore, Rajshahi, Chapainawabganjand
Naogaon districts are advising farmers to water seedbeds at
night, cover them with polythene and use proper fertiliser.

"Boro plants suffer when the mercury dips. Those who sowed
seeds late are facing problem due to the chilling weather.
However, the situation is not yet alarming, as the temperature
did not go below 8.5 degrees Celsius in last five days," said
Dipendra Mohon Saha, crop production specialist of Rajshahi
officials of Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE).

While visiting Mohonpur upazila, this correspondent found
Golam Rasul watering his seedbed at Kalitala of Sabai Beel.

“We are watering seedbeds everyday as the soil absorbs water
fast. But most of the plants are turning yellowish and bronze
colour. Then they die,” he said.

Ten farmers prepared seedbeds on two bighas of land at Dhuroil
villagebutmostofthe plantshave been duetothecoldwave.

“I sprayed pesticides and fungicides six times in last 20 days
to save my seedbed from cold. But the paddy plants are still
dying,” said Jewel Rana.

Nazrul Islam, Mohonpur upazila agriculture officer, said,
"Out of 500 hectares of paddy seedbeds in the upazila about two
hectares are affected by cold. We are distributing leaflets among
the farmers through mosques, union councils, clubs and meet-
ings, telling farmers the ways to protect seedbeds from cold.”

Several farmers of Mohonpur, Bagmara, Tanore and Godagari
upazilas told this correspondent that they are yet to get any DAE
leaflet or advice regarding protection of seedbeds from cold.

This season the farmers prepared boro seedbeds on at least
4,375 hectares of land in Rajshahi while boro can be cultivated
on 20 times larger areas of lands.

The DAE fixed its cultivation target on 84,000 hectares of land
against last year's target of 85,000 hectares in the area.

Our Dinajpur correspondent Kongkon Karmaker reports:
The cold wave and foggy weather for over a fortnight have
started affecting crops and plants, especially vegetables and
Boro seedbeds in Dinajpur and adjacent districts.

DAE officials and agriculture experts have expressed fear of
decreased agriculture productions if the foggy and chilling
weather continues for a few more days.

If the weather conditions persist for another week, it will
affect the boro seedbeds and also yield of other crops in
Dinajpur, Panchagarh and Joypurhat districts, said an agro
meteorologist of DinajpurWheat Research Institute.

Besides, the weather conditions could affect production of
fruits like papaya, mango, litchi, banana and guava, he said.

Delicate and small plants, especially highly 'cold injury’
sensitive plants like boro seedlings should be protected against
cold through erecting thatched enclosures with exposure
towards the east while nursery plants can be protected by pro-
viding polythene cover, he said.

Horticulturists, however, said the foggy climate would be
good for maize crop in the region.

PHOTO: STAR
A farmer sprays fungicides on boro seedbeds at Dhuroil village in Mohonpur upazila of Rajshahi to

protect seedlings from harmful effects of cold and dense fog.
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