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8 killed in road accidents

METRO DESK

At least eight people were
killed and 30 others injured
in separate road accidents
in Bogra, Tangail, Jessore
and Satkhira yesterday.

Staff correspondent from
Bogra says: At least three peo-
ple were killed and 10 others
injured in separate road acci-
dentsin Bogra yesterday.

The dead were identified
as Dhalu Miah, 35, son of
Tabu Miah of Kuribari in
Sariakandi upazila of Bogra,
Milu, 38, son of Akbar Ali of
Andarbari of the same
upazila and Sherpur Bus
stand Traders' Association
Sports Secretary Md Ashish
Islam Ranju, 35.

Witnesses said, Dhalu
Miah and Milu died on the
spot when a Shallow engine
run vehicle from Sariakandi
to Rural Development
Academy at Sherpur col-
lided head-on with a truck
near Fatki Bridge of

Businessman Ranju was
killed under the wheels of a
coach in Hamchayapur area
on Bogra-Dhaka highway.

Besides, 10 people were
injured when the driver of a
Gaibagndha-bound coach
from Chittagong lost his
control over the steering and
the coach turned upside
down on the road in Jhopgari
area in Bogra suburbs.

Our correspondent from
Tangail reports: At least two
people were killed and 20
others injured in a road
accident in Tangail Sadar
upazila yesterday.

Police and witnesses said
the accident took place
around 2:00pm when a
North Bengal-bound passen-
ger bus from Dhaka collided
head-on with a speeding
truck from opposite direc-
tion at Ashekpur bypass in
the town, leaving two truck
passengers, including its
driver, dead on the spot and
injuring 20 other passengers
of both the vehicles.

Police and fire fighters
rescued the injured and
rushed them to the Tangail
General Hospital. Of the
injured, condition of at least
five people is critical, hospi-
tal sources said.

Jasim Uddin Sarker,
officer-in-charge of Tangail
Police Station, told The
Daily Star that the identity
of the dead could not be
known immediately

A correspondent from
Jessore adds: Two business-
men were killed in a road
accident on Jessore-
Jhenidah road in Satiyantola
area yesterday.

He dead were identified
as Nasir Ali, 30, son of
Badshah Tarofdar, and
Alamgir Hossain Uzzal, 28,
son of Samsul Haque of
Degholiya village under
Chaugachha upazila.

Police said the accident
occurred when a bus hit a
Nasiman, locally made
human hauler, from behind at

Shahjahanpurupazila.

Satiyantola. Nasir and Uzzal

were going to Jessore with
green chili by the Nasiman.

Nasir and Uzzal along
with injured driver Alamgir
were rushed to Jessore
General Hospital in critical
condition where they suc-
cumbed to their injuries.
Condition of driver Alamgir
was stated to be critical.

Our correspondent from
Satkhira adds: An old man
was crushed under the
wheels of a prison van on the
Satkhira Judge's Court pre-
mises in the town yesterday:.

Public caught the driver
of the prison van and
handed over to police after
given a mass beating.

The victim was identified
as Akbar Ali Gazi, 65, son of
late Mandar Ali Gazi of
village Gumantoli in
Shyamnagar upazila.

Police said Akbar, com-
plainant of a case, was
crushed under the wheels of a
prison van while he was
trying to cross the road, leav-
ing him dead on the spot.
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National Committee to Protect Qil-Gas-Mineral Resources, Electricity and Seaports forms a human
chain at Paltan intersection in the city yesterday demanding exploration of oil and gas resources

under state proprietorship.

Two hybrid varieties to
boost cotton output

Bss, Dhaka

The government has taken an initiative to boost
fibre cotton production in the country by intro-
ducing hybrid cotton varieties to meet com-
mercial demand of cotton and ensure financial

benefit of the farmers.
Under the initiative, the production of

cottonseed would be almost doubled, said
sources at the Cotton Development Board

(CDB) in the city yesterday.
Now the country's annual cotton produc-

tion is around 50000 bales while the initiative

would help increase the output to up to one

lakh bales in phases.
The Ministry of Agriculture has already

permitted private sector seed importers and

dealers for marketing hybrid cottonseed like

HSC-4 and DM-1.
Presently, the farmers are being more

attracted to cotton production as the cotton
cultivation area has been increased by 200
hectares across the country during the 2008-09

Season.
The production would rise further, said the

CDB officials.
Officials of the seed companies and CDB

said two hybrid seed varieties HSC-4 and DM-
1, both being imported from China, would
provide around 3-3.5 tonnes of cotton in each
hectare compared with two tonnes from tradi-
tional variety CB-9, a local variety invented by
the CDB.

Besides, the local variety is ultimately of
long duration as it requires minimum seven

months after seed sowing on June-July period,
but the hybrid varieties require less than five
months.

Mostag Ahmed, a farmer of village
Dhankhola under Gangni upazila in Meherpur
district, told BSS over telephone, "I have culti-
vated hybrid variety on four bighas of land and
made a profit of Tk 17000 in each bigha. But the
profitin case oflocal variety is only Tk 8000," he
said, adding, "The cost of production per bigha
is Tk 10000."

On increasing the cotton production,
Deputy Director of CDB M Farid Uddin said as
local production can meet only 3-5 percent of
the national demand, the country has toimport
around 25 lakh bales of raw cotton annually to
meet the demand of around 350 spinning mills,
which consume about 30 lakh bales of raw
cotton every year.

The CDB official, however, stressed govern-
ment initiative to develop the high-yielding
variety locally as low-yielding variety and long
duration are major constraints to increasing
local cotton production.

Bangladesh has as much as 2 lakh hectares
of suitable land for cotton production but
overemphasis on other crops has drastically
reduced the overall cotton output.

About the high price of hybrid cottonseed,
Adviser to Supreme Seed Company Ibrahim
Khalil told BSS that there is no scope to slash
the seed price, as the production cost for per
kilogram hybrid seed is Tk 3000 while the sell-
ing price is Tk 2000.

'Explore oil, gas
under state
proprietorship'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The National Committee to
Protect Oil-Gas-Mineral
Resources, Electricity and
Seaports yesterday demanded
the government explore oil
and gas resources under state
proprietorship.

The leaders of the commit-
tee placed the demand at a
human chain formed at Paltan
intersection in the city as part
of its countrywide programme
to press home their seven-
point demand.

The committee formed the
human chains at some 150
points across the country.

Convener of the committee
engineer Sheikh Muhammad
Shahidullah, Member
Secretary Anu Mohammad,
members Ruhin Hossain
Prince, Communist Party of
Bangladesh General Secretary
Mujahidul Islam Selim,
Workers Party of Bangladesh
President Rashed Khan
Menon, Prof MM Akash, Prof
Mesbah Kamal, Nur
Mohammad took part in the
programme.

Prof Anu called on the
government to punish the
corrupt officials in the energy
sector and free the energy
sector, including Petrobangla
and Bapex, of corruption.

The demands of the com-
mittee include smooth gas
supply, formulation of an act
prohibiting export of mineral
resources, scrapping of Model
PSC-2008 and punishment to
people and policemen respon-
sible for attacking its proces-
sion on September 2, 2009,

After the human chain, the
committee staged a street
drama at Muktangan.

The committee members
also formed human chains at
Jatrabari, Shahbagh and
Shyamoli in the city.

The leaders of
Revolutionary Workers Party
of Bangladesh expressed their
solidarity with the national
committee leaders for the
human chains.

Dhaka Wasa
realises Tk 1.4cr
in bill arrears

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Water Supply and
Sewerage Authority (DWASA)
realised around Tk 1.39 crore
in outstanding bills during a
drive in different parts of the
city from December 12 to
January4.

The magistrate of DWASA,
Kazi Wasiuddin, also realised
Tk 6.97 lakh in fines from the
bill defaulters during the
drive.
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Banglalink distributes free blankets among children at Bauniabadh Islamia Orphanage at Mirpur in
the city recently.

Blankets for
orphans

METRO DESK

Banglalink has recently
donated blankets in various
orphanages in and around the
city to help orphans withstand
cold wave which is currently
sweeping across the country,
says a pressrelease.

Irum Igbal, manager, PR
and communication of
Banglalink, donated the blan-
kets at Bauniabadh Islamia
Orphanage under Mirpur in
the city.

Free blankets were also
distributed in other orphan-
ages and among the needy
community of Rajshahi,
Bogra, Mymensingh, Khulna
and Chittagong.

To help underprivileged
children brace themselves
against the cold spell, the
mobile phone operator took
the initiative to distribute
some 5,000 blankets in a num-
berof orphanages.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina calls on former Indian prime minister IK Gujral at his residence in New Delhi yesterday.
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Deputy secy, wiie beaten
up by armed criminals
STAFF CORRESPONDENT
A gang of armed criminals beat up a senior deputy secretary, his
wife and two daughters severely with rods after storming his
residence at Azimpur Govt Staff Quarters in the city yesterday.
The victims were identified as Senior Deputy Secretary Rafiul gt
Alam, 48, of Space Research and Remote Sensing Organisation w j
(SPARSO), his wife Meena Alam, 42, and their daughters Rifat iy &
Alam, 20, and Taslima Alam, 17. D?Eg e . ;f;:f_ e &7,?3,};,?
They were rushed to Dhaka Medical College Hospital where | ;
the couple was undergoing treatment while the siblings left the
hospital after receiving treatment. 3 Bedfﬁom Apal'tm ents
Lalbagh police or the victims, however, could not ascertain
thereal cause behind the incident. at BASHUNDHARA
Rafiul told The Daily Star that he and his wife woke up at the B
sound of breaking the door of his room on the ground floor of a o e
five-storey building around 3:45am. But some six criminals -
attacked them and started hitting them with rods and other e
sharp weapons.
Their two daughters also came under the attack as they came
to their rescue after hearing the screaming from the other room,
he added.
The government official sustained injuries to his nose and
face and his wife to her head while their daughters also received
injuries to their bodies. Ass :
As they tried to call their neighbours, the attackers threat- 91 Gﬁlﬂiﬁmin[ﬁ.ifnldmgs Ltd
ened them with firearms not to shout, Rafiul added. (Office Of Corporate & Management Services)
The miscreants took away the gold necklace of his wife only, Tel: B857230. 8857231, 8857232, 8857233, 8857234
hesaid, adding that they first cut the grill at the balcony and then 8857495, 8857496, 8857497, BA57498, 8857499
entered his bedroom. Mobile: 01713 018405, 01713 065055, 01714 016887
Hasibul Hasan, neighbour of the victims, said the attackers g:;:;‘ Eggg;: g:;:; gfgg 01711 438431 =
reached the house after scaling the boundary wall of the E-mail: asset@agni.com, asset_corporate@asset.com.bd 3
Azimpur graveyard and escaped the scene the same way. Fax: BBO 2 BB28272 g
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Bangladesh 2010

On Display @ GARMENTECH Bangladesh :
Latest and updated Technology and Machinery
related to Knitting, Sewing, Finishing, Laundry,
CAD/CAM, Embroidery, Printing, Packaging, Power
related and IT solutions etc., from 25 countries.

GARKNITWORLD

FACTS ¢n &

14-15 January 2010,

Technical Textiles on 14-15 Jan'10.

Organised by :

1 AKX

Official Publications

Zakaria Trade & Fair Intemational ASK Trade & Exhbitions Pt Lt E AHK" 11 WORLD

OPENS TODAY -t 11am

International

fgééﬁs%)ﬁﬁ ®S

Sourcing Fair - Dhaka
13-16 January 2010, Bangabandhu International Conference Centre, Dhaka.

On display @Fabrics & Garment Accessories

Denim, Grey, Yarn dyed, Mill made Cotton,

Polyester & Blended & Furnishing fabrics, Embroi-
dery thread & Solutions, Transfer prints & Stickers,

Hangers, Woven-non Woven Interlining, Textile

Printing Solutions, Speciality Pens, Barcoding etc.,
from Pakistan, India, China, Turkey Germany and

Bangladesh

Bl .. 00 Development
APaviionby PDEXCIL
s iy & Export Promotion Council

Show Timings : 11am - 7.30pm

Entry free only for Business Visitors Only

Eminent Experts Present Solutions related to Flat Knitting, Sewing, Printing, Embroidery, Finishing, Laundry,
Quality Standards, Productivity, Compliance, Lean manufacturing, Health & Safety, IT Solutions and Non-Woven

Entry Free ! Register online at www.garknitworld.com. Can register on the spot also.
A Must Attend Tradeshow of the year

Mr. Nandagopal
Mob : 011 98002284
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For Seminar Registration Contact:

Email : nandagopal@asktradex.com
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