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Indian Agriculture Minister Sharad Pawar shakes hands with Nobel laureate Prof Muhammad Yunus during his visit to the Grameen
Headquarters at Mirpur in the city yesterday.

Dhaka, Delhi to go for long-term
cooperation in agri research

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh and India will go
for long-term cooperation in
agricultural research and
technology to fight natural
disasters affecting crops in vast
parts of the two countries.

"Geographical conditions
in many parts of India and
Bangladesh are similar. Both
the countries face problems of
salinity, drought and floods.
We have agreed to share our
experiences to increase pro-
ductivity of pulses, vegetables,
fruits, rice, wheat and oil-
seeds,” Agriculture Minister
Matia Chowdhury said yester-
day.

She was briefing journalists
after a meeting with Sharad
Pawar, Indian Union Minister
of Agriculture and Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution, at Dhaka
Sheraton Hotelin the capital.

Pawar arrived in Dhaka on
Thursday on a three-day visit.

Matia, who accepted an
invitation to visit India soon,
said scientists from the two
neighbouring countries will
share their expertise on the
latest agricultural technology
and the way of using them to
increase productivity.

She also said Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina during her India
visit would discuss with the
Indian side the issues of salinity
in Bangladesh's south-western
parts and desertification of
northern districts because of
shortfall in water in the Padma
river originated in India.

Sharad Pawar said they
agreed to exchange technolog-
ical knowledge for dealing with
the problems of salinity and
flood affecting rice production
in West Bengal, Orissa and
Andhra Pradesh.

He said India has made

some breakthroughs in pulses
production and Bangladesh
can be benefited from it.

Pawar said the Indian peo-
ple are happy about the resto-
ration of democracy in
Bangladesh.

"I hope Bangladesh's Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina during
her visit to India will be able to
resolve many problems,” the
Indian minister said.
Maharashtra's Rural
Development Minister Jayant
Patil, Minister for Higher and
Technical Education Rajesh
Tope, and Bangladesh's
Agriculture Secretary CQK
Mushtaq were present at the
meeting.

PAWAR VISITS GRAMEEN
BANK

Sharad Pawar called on Nobel
Laureate Professor
Muhammad Yunus at the
Grameen Bank headquarters

in Mirpur and had discussion
on the bank's operations.

Pawar's wife Pratibha
Pawar, daughter and Lok
Sabha member Supriya Sule,
and two other ministers from
Maharashtra accompanied
him.

They have been keeping
tracks of Grameen Bank's
operations and exploring the
possibilities of introducing
microcredit programmes in
Maharashtra.

"Grameen Bank has shown
the path to resolve the most
difficult problem of the world
that is poverty. Poverty-less
globe is not a dream, it will be
reality," Sharad Pawar wrote in
a comment book after visiting
the Nobel Peace Prize Gallery
there.

Supriya and the two minis-
ters from Maharashtra will visit
several Grameen Bank
branches today.

Sec 144 at
Bhaluka

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Bhaluka Upazila administra-
tion imposed Section 144 on
Bhaluka Pilot Girls School
premises and its adjoining
areas yesterday as the local
units of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) and Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) called
meetings at the same venue
and same time.

Marking the completion of
the grand alliance govern-
ment's one year, BCL con-
vened a meeting on the school
premises at 3:00pm yesterday
marking completion of one
year of the grand alliance
government. JCD also con-
vened a meeting at the same
venue and same time to
observer its anniversary,
police said.

To avoid any untoward
incident, the local administra-
tion imposed Section 144, said
officer-in-charge of Bhaluka
Police Station.

Later, JCD held their meet-
ing on Alimunnessa Girls
School premises in the after-
noon and BCL postponed
their programme, police said.

People lay
siege to DC
office in Natore

UNB, Natore

Local people staged a demon-
stration and laid a siege to the
Deputy Commissioner's office
on Thursday demanding gas
supply in the district through
pipeline,

They also held rally in front
of the Central Mosque at
about 11:30am in the town
and put up barricades on
Natore-Dhaka highway for 15
minutes.

The people from all walks
of life took part in the
programme.

Localleaders alleged that the
work on the pipeline to supply
gas in Rajshahi district was
being implemented through
Natore district, but Natore is
excluded from the project.

The leaders of the Gas
Andolan Committee urged the
authorities to include Natore
in the gas supply project.

PIRACY IN BAY OF BENGAL
Fishermen demand

security

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Cox's
Bazar

The fishermen in the coastal
areas yesterday demanded
their security in the sea as the
pirates have become alarm-
ingly active oflate.

Speaking at the Coastal
Fishermen's Festival, they
claimed that at present there
are seven to eight groups of
pirates active in the Bay of
Bengal who are not only taking
their fishes and belongings
away, but also tying fishermen
up and throwing them in the
sea.

Community Development
Centre is organising the three-
day festival at Baharchhara in
the town.

Finance Minister AMA
Muhith inaugurated the festi-
valbylightening candles.

Former adviser to a care-
taker government Rasheda K
Chowdhury, Director of
Manusher Jonno Foundation

Rina Roy and District
Commissioner Mohammad
Gias Uddin Ahmed were also
present.

Abdul Nabi, a fisherman of
Nuniyachhata village, said
there is no government secu-
rity force to protect the fisher-
men. As the members of naval
forces and coast guard do not
go deep into the sea, pirates
roam around at large, he
added.

President of Cox's Bazaar
Fishing Boat Owners'
Association Muzibur Rahman
said a total of 38 fishermen fell
victims to the piratesin 2009.

Speaking at the
programme, Finance Minister
AMA Muhith said the govern-
ment is keen to ensure the
fishermen's rights and secu-
rity.

The government has taken
different steps to ensure their
economic development, he

added.

GRAFT CASE AGAINST
(GAYESWAR

Court decision
on charge
framing Feb 4

CoUuRT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court will give its
decision on February 4
whether charge would be
framed against BNP standing
committee member Gayeswar
Chandra Roy in a case of
amassing wealth illegally and
concealing information about
it from the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC).

Judge Mozammel Hossain
of the Special Judge's Court-3
fixed the date on Thursday
after hearing on the discharge
petition filed by Gayeswar's
lawyers.

During the hearing,
Gayeswar's lawyers told the
court that their client was
implicated in the case as part
of a conspiracy to harass him.
The ACC had earlier pressed
charge against their client
without bringing any factual
evidences about the corrup-
tion, they said.
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Cherie Blair, wife of former British prime minister Tony Blair, arrived in Dhaka yesterday to visit the
Asian University for Women. Rokia A Rahman, chairman of the AUW Bangladesh Board, greeted
Cherie Blair, also a patron of the university, at the airport.

Career Opportunity in
Hope for the Poorest (HP)

(A Sister Concern of ASA)

“Hope for the Poorest (HP)” a sister concern of ASA was established in
2004 & committed to serve & assist most vulnerable climate change affected
victims surrounding costal belt. HP is currently looking for the post of
"Executive Director (ED)" at the central office.

Conditions and procedures to apply:

The applicant must have posi-graduation degree in Management/ Public
Administration/ Social Welfare/ Social Science from any recognized university.
The applicant must also have at least 5 years working experience holding
upper level management post in a well known NGO,

Age limit: 35-45 years up to 1% January 2010.

The applicant must be a non-smoker, smart and should have good written and
verbal communication skill in English & Bengali.

Interested candidales can send their applications {addressing to the Chairman,
HP) along with a full CV, two recent passport size photographs, a return
envelope (with stamp of TK. 3) with mailing address of the applicant within
20 January 2010 to the following address.

No need fo send photostat copies of certificates, testimonials and other
documents with the application but the original copies should be shown at the

time of interview.

Salary: TK. 25,000/= per month (consolidated) for one year provision period.
Higher salary may be considered for suitable candidate.

After successful completion of the probationary period the job will be under
regular salary structure of HP. The working place of the position is in Dhaka
Central Office but 10-15 days field visits per month is required.

Hope for the Poorest (HP)

(Facing the challenges of climate change)

HP ASA Tower, 23/3 Khilji Road, Shyamoli, Dhaka -1207
Tel: 8155083, 8119828, Fax: 880-2-9121861, E-mail: asabd@asa.org.bd

PHOTO: STAR

Former chief adviser to a caretaker government Justice
Muhammad Habibur Rahman inaugurates the birth centenary
programme of Binod Bihari Chowdhury, second from right, by
releasing balloons at Shaheed Minar in Chittagong yesterday.

(Story on page 2)

Vacancy Announcement

J‘HELIEF

INTEFINATIDH&L

Relief International (RI), an intermational development agcncy ‘-mth cms-ucctural
programs in 22 countries in Asig, Aflrica and the Middle Easl, seeks an International
Finance Officer (IFQO) for a new Regional Finance Hub in Dhaka. Under the
supervision of the US HQ based Chief Finance Officer, the IFO is responsible for the
management, oversight, training and professional growth of RI's overscas-country
Finance staff at its Program offices in the Central, South and South-Fast Asia Region,
For instructions to apply, please visit http:/www.connect-
bangladesh.org/content/view/426/266/ or www.bdjobs.com/. Appli-
cations must be received by 25 January 2010, 17.30 hrs. Women candi-
dates are especially encouraged to apply.

ST FPACS SR AR HE

faR (TUE 2005

351 3 QVE

wifey s n@-nbﬁlﬂﬂlﬁ, Q00
YN 1 1B (F1B -, BIFT (1B (BB

R w2 o fas

i réwy 3 i PRE, qu e au)y, MEE, | TIRI-3R0e
THRE W3ERILY, 0SBSBEDULYY, hrBYd, 0)di8ENLLE
WY 1 5309809, T-T98M 1 sales@buildingforfutureltd.com

www.buildingforfutureltd.com

. |

fag crEy =

» TIfAe: ¢-5 HAE, 0d0
= FNF; FFE Sobl-A® bbl

= T AL ¢ S ¢H

Sier Grem farem Fb

gnu 000 (493 TF) B!
#LE o7 PG

el e So TfETea oy, wwmmﬂwmmﬂﬁﬁ%wﬁamﬁwmmww

FIeETTATTE AT e SIS A AT mMEs Trdw

AT RUPAYAN
PR —— ) TOWN

a planned satellite city
o =

@ 8 7% 98 T Bl Tre T

fia 5if3 fze Bes orgw ftee 3ics
25T 0 T ffere

UF! The T FE: 033dbo33000, 0330Y03300), 03IBYOIR00R, 03NBYOIR009, 0IIBYOII008
TRLDBAN so bissedst Pt oot i

mm: wfefam =5

TARS 7017 (89, oW, &8, VT, Y0¥, Y8TH, JET, SWE T}, 42 TENE T/, T3 =t ayee (43 o)

(R b adnak, Brkatas, bhriaah), brivEde & freren /a, Tfefam, T19-3000

(AT adyblr oddnih, 0)dhb odIBE, 0)dBY 0))abE, 0INHY cISNHE
oadblr 033kl 0lihb o2iBB0, 0358 oilbdo

E-mail: rupayan@onenethd.com, Web: www.rupayangroup.com

AETaEE sBaty wis: Preeilh el i =i foRlee uftm;

six R SRS (23 =) Trmeme HHEFETE FBE (49 TH) TS B T (@) B | 4 e on o) o8-39 (BErery B E
(F; B9¢obon, 440300 -3, TR A4, BhET why, ®f ey, T 7 7L- dod, fim

AR 03950 FHER98, 03380 9390%h COR: 083 ATYuTbo, REILLY, Jeybbre | MmN T COTH: 0BRY rioddb SRETE- 3350, TR F
oS Ol FITH: bro 83 8RR Fieis-0300 CIAIRT: 0543k 334098 |  CHIER; +3-084-boo-84¢0

@ G0, MbaBAl, G958, Se0aqt
GRS - o3dhb ciaR84, 0238l odiaBh, odoBl olindy oliblr 033380




