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Participants of the 1st Biochemistry Olympiad pose for photograph with the guests at the inaugural ceremony on the Dhaka University campus yesterday.

Turkish Hope, Sunbeams win
Biochemistry Olympiad

DU CORRESPONDENT

International Turkish Hope School and
Sunbeams took home the awards for the best
school and the best college of the first
Biochemistry Olympiad held on Dhaka
University (DU) campus yesterday.

A total of 230 students from the capital's 30
schools and colleges participated in the olym-
piad on Curzon Hall premises.

The Department of Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology, DU organised the olympiad.

In the HSC / A Level category, Shayet
Hossain Ehsan of HURDCO International
School became champion with 92 points on
100 while Sayed Hafizul Gafur of Oxford
International School and Shabab Shahriar
Khan of Mastermind English Medium School
became first runners up jointly. Safwanul
Haque of Scholastica was second runner up in
the category.

In the SSC / O Level category, Labiba
Mustabina of HURDCO International School
became champion with 87 points on 100 while
Subrina Fahreen Eusa of International Turkish
Hope School and Shahruk Hossain of
Bangladesh International School became first
and second runners up respectively.

The organisers said that the main objective
of the function was to encourage students to
study biochemistry in future and conduct
researches in the field.

Prof MA Bashar, dean of the faculty of

Biological Sciences at DU, inaugurated the
programme lighting the Olympiad Torch.

Following the hour-long test, the partici-
pants visited the department's laboratories
and other sections.

A poster and video presentation on bio-
chemistry and molecular biology was also
presented before the participants.

Speaking at the inaugural session, depart-
ment Chairman Prof Mamun Rashid
Chowdhury said this biochemistry olympiad is
the first ofits kind in the world.

In the afternoon, participants took partin a
question-answer session where experts gave
answers to their queries.

"Attending the programme, I have realised
that biochemistry is an interesting subject. I
will do my higher studies in biochemistry,” said
Sharna, a participant of Holly Cross School and
College.

Saiful Haque of Dhaka College hoped that
students from across the country would be
involved in the competition next year.

"The main objective of the competition should
not be finding out the best rather inspiring them
tostudy the subject in the future,” he added.

DU Vice-Chancellor Prof AAMS Arefin
Siddique and other guests distributed prizes
among the winners in the concluding session.

North South University Pro-Vice Chancellor
Prof SAM Khairul Bashar Syed and Executive
Director of BRAC Dr Mahbub Hossain also
spoke at the concluding session.

Drug Admin upgraded with

more decision-making power

222 more posts to be created initially

MAHBUBA ZANNAT

The Directorate of Drug
Administration (DA) has finally been
upgraded to Directorate General of DA
with greater decision-making power
and accountability.

It will start recruitment of requisite
manpower soon after receiving the
government order and will start func-
tioning in full swing within two or three
months, DA sources said.

The proposal for upgrading the DA

was sent to the establishment ministry

four years ago and it reached the Prime
Minister's Office on December 26 last
year. The PM's Office approved it on
Tuesday.

As the Directorate of Drug
Administration had no decision-
making power, it had been suffering
from lack of manpower and infrastruc-
ture but could not take any steps to
resolve the problems. As a result, the

DA could not properly monitor the
drugsector.

Even the two ailing drug-testing
laboratories in Dhaka and Chittagong
could not be upgraded for this reason.
On the other hand, the country's drug
market has expanded fast in the last
fewyears.

There are only 24 offices of the DA
across the country, sources said.

The DA authorities told The Daily
Star that only 159 people have been
working currently while the number of
sanctioned posts is 220. As there is no
superintendent in many districts, the
authorities often find it difficult to
conduct drives against spurious and
smuggled drugs.

In the proposal, the DA authorities
said that 222 more sanctioned posts
will be created initially and some 1000
people will be recruited within a year
for smooth functioning of the
Directorate General.

"As per the World Health
Organisation's recommendations, at
least 1000 people is needed to monitor
the drug market worth Tk 5,000 crore,”
said DA Director Ismail Hossain.

From now, manpower recruitment
will be easier and the Directorate
General will have more accountability
as a division of labour will be set up, he
added.

Ismail Hossain also said
recruitment of more manpower
will help strengthen the monitor-
ing system and it will be easier to
stop supply of spurious and con-
traband drugs.

"We will also take steps to establish
aworld class laboratory soon to ensure
quality of drugs,” he added.

Bangladesh is doing well in the
pharmaceutical sector and it has been
exporting drugs to 65 countries. The
drug market in the country is now
expanding day by day while the

annual income from drug export is
more than Tk 400 crore.

Since 1984, the DA's workload has
increased at least 20 times and the
industry grew much larger. But due to
lack of manpower and corruption in
the administration, it failed to gain
confidence ofthe people.

Talking to The Daily Star, Prof AK
Azad of the department of Clinical
Pharmacy and Pharmacology of
Dhaka University welcomed the gov-
ernment's initiative to upgrade the DA,
which has remained neglected for a
long time.

"With the existing manpower and
infrastructure, it is very difficult to
monitor the huge market and ensure
the quality of drugs. The government
initiative to upgrade the DA is quite
good, but only infrastructure could not
do much. Itis also important to give ita
quasi-judicial status so that it can take
immediate action,” he said.

Modhumoti Eco-City

Planned eco-city of modhumoti group
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To meet your long cherished dream of home
Think Modhumoti Eco - City, Planned eco-<ity of Modhumoti Group
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Shopping Complex

Integrated housing comprising Duplex, Row-House, Flat, Plot,
Shopping Complex with modern eco-friendly civic amenities

STAMFORD UNIVERSITY

H"l NGLADESH
or tomorrow's world...

Admission S

Stamford proudly launches '
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Key Features:

Highly qualified & experienced faculty
Practical learning opportunities - Moot
court club, Court visit, Trial advocacy
Seminars and workshops on legal issues
Publication of law journals

Professional networking
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Stamford Off-ars:

Master of Laws (LL. M., Final)
Master of Laws (LL. M., Preliminary & Final)

Class Time: 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Last Date of Application: January 21, 2010

Head Office & Dhanmondi Campus
744, Satmosjid Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel:9124161,8156122-3,8153168-9
(Ext-118,119,124,125,126,127,&128)
Mobile: 01713082402

Siddeswari Campus

51, Siddeswari Road, Dhaka

Tel: 8355626,8355596,8354577,8355512-13
(Ext-114,116,119,121 & 122)
Mobile:01937082093,01937085783

E-mall: admission@stamforduniversity.edu.bd, Web Page: www.stamforduniversity.edu.bd

www.modhumotigroup.com

You are Cordially invited to visit our stall at the REHAB Fair -2009, Stall # 72
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MODHUMOTI
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Sheraton Hotel, Dhaka. (5th -9th January 2010)

MODHUMOTI GROUP

&M 8 ANIE ST
25/2 Green Road (Between Road no. 6 & 7), Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1205, Bangladesh Phone : 8624607-8, B620455, 8620466, 9671044, 9671175,
Mobile: 01711-402614, 01713-017368, 01819-411099, 01711-541689, 01711-385974, 01715-407345, 01711-312423, 01714-013566, 01713-048905,
01712-261284, 01714-005792, 01714-043369, 01199-824562, 01711-359309, 01556-332601, 01552-471740, 01552-449080, 01720-052633, 01818-985094, 01717-534530,
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Row-House

Duplex

01815-691765, 01718-532454, 01712-927235 Fax : BB0-2-8629141, E-mail: info@modhumotigroup.com, Web site : www.modhumotigroup.com

International
Cricket Council
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ICC Cricket World Cup

Liveon BlIV

Date: 09.01.2010

Time: 6.45pm
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Come and enjoy the ICC Cricket World Cup 2011 Trophy Reveal on big screen and live entertainment

Locations: Dhaka: Uttara- Uttara Friends Club, Banani- Banani Society Field, Mirpur- Sher-e-Bangla Cricket Stadium (1 No Gate), Dhanmondi- Kalabagan Club Field, Mohammedpur- Salimullah Road Water Tank Field,
Tejgaon- BG Press Club Field, Gandaria- East End Club Field, Lalbagh- Shahid Hazi Abdul Alim Eidgah Field (Balur Field), Badda- Shiraz Mia Memorial Model School Field, Jatrabari- Dholaipar High School Field,
Dhaka University- Shoparjito Shadhinota Chattar (DUS), Bashabo- Shaheed Alauddin Park Field, Chittagong- M. A. Aziz Stadium, Cox's Bazar- Laboni Point

ASIATIC EVENTS




