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PM's speech

FROM PAGE 1
adviser to a caretaker govern-

ment, said, "I expected that
the prime minister would talk
about the government's plans
to increase energy capacity,
by extracting coal or gas and
generating more power, lack
of which is now a major hur-
dle towards development...
But there was no mention of
it."

The condition of the econ-
omy was managed last year
but the basic settings for
accelerated growth could not
be made, he said.

More important for her
was to inform the nation
about her government's
future plans and ask service
providers and people to help
implement them, he said,
adding that without talking
about those she narrated the
achievements, which people
already know.

There was no need to
criticise the previous govern-
ments since it is a bad politi-
cal culture, Hafizuddin Khan
said. He said she expressed
her government's strong
willingness to curb corrup-
tion but the Public Accounts
Committee of the Parliament
is not that active.

"Neither the Right to
Information Commission nor
the National Human Rights
Commission was made effec-
tive," said Hafizuddin Khan,
also chair of the Transparency
International Bangladesh
trustee board.

She pledged to ensure
homes for all by 2015, which
appeared to be very ambi-
tious, and she did not elabo-
rate the plan or how she
would reach the goal,
Hafizuddin noted.

Ain O Salish Kendra
Executive Director Sultana
Kamal said the prime minis-
ter's claim that the ACC was
working independently does
not reflect the reality.

"The ACC chairman does
not appear to be satisfied.
Besides, we saw many cases
getting withdrawn on politi-
cal consideration,” she said.

She said food production
was good last year but prices
of essentials could not be
made stable due to the lack of
effective regulation to stabi-
lise prices of essentials.

"We found sudden price
hike of certain commodities,”
said Sultana Kamal, also
former adviser to a caretaker
government.

Dhaka University profes-
sor of international relations
department Imtiaz Ahmed
said the government in its
first year went through some
tough times like the BDR
mutiny incident and trial of
Bangabandhu murder case.

He said, "There was not
much in the speech to be
frustrated about but this year
people will judge the perfor-
mance of the government
and they will not be ready to
listen to the accusations she
had made today against
previous governments.”

He said the premier's call

Tigers
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tipped to come in place of
Shafiul Islam who had a for-
gettable debut the other day.
The toss is once again
expected to play a key role in
determining the outcome of
the day-night match with dew
setting in late in the evening.
State-run Bangladesh
Television and satellite chan-
nel Neo Sport and SuperSport
will telecast the match live
fromthevenue at 2:30pm.

Dumping
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In presence of three ministers,
BIWTA authorities cleaned the
rubbish from the area sur-
rounding their office and two
dredgers removed the solid
waste at the Badamtoli ghat.

However the clean-up was
arranged as a one-off and the
government has no existing
programme to prevent the
dumping of rubbish.

The official said meetings
are being conducted with local
representatives from
Keraniganj and
Kamrangirchar to discuss
waste management.

He added, "20 lakh people
live in Keraniganj--if we can-
not build awareness about
this, the Buriganga will even-
tually return to its old shape.”

When two workers from
the nearby fruit market were
asked why they were throwing
rotten oranges into the river,
they remained silent.

Banana peels, green coco-
nuts and poly bags were also
seen floating down the river.

In an earlier report in The
Daily Star, it was alleged that
BIWTA authorities fail to
prevent the dumping of rub-
bish because once the land
surrounding their premises
has filled it can be rented out
for commercial purposes.

to the opposition to return to
parliament was surely a posi-
tive gesture but that could not
give people the confidence
that the opposition would
return.

Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry President Annisul
Huq said the macro-
economic situation was
stable during the last year but
Bangladesh failed to attract
direct investment from home
and abroad.

He suggested that the
government develops the
infrastructures and brings
pace in the implementation
of annual development
programmes.
POLITICIANS'VIEWS
BNP standing committee
member Moudud Ahmed
said Hasina failed to explain
her position on many burn-
ing issues like Tipaimukh
Dam and transit for India.

"What we expected from
her is clarification of her
position regarding the issues
of Tipaimukh dam, transit,
sharing of waters of all com-
mon rivers and maritime
boundary... but she has really
disappointed the nation,”
Moudud Ahmed told The
Daily Star.

"Law and order situation is
beyond control. Prices of
essentials are skyrocketing.
But she did not talk about
those," he added.

Jatiya Party and Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD)
termed Hasina's speech
encouraging and inspiring.

Anisul Islam Mahmud,
senior presidium member of
Jativa Party, told The Daily
Star, "She appropriately
called upon all to develop a
trend of fair and positive
politics breaking away from
the traditional political cul-
ture.”

Jativa Samajtantrik Dal
President Hasanul Haq Inu
said it was realistic of Hasina
to call upon the opposition to
return to the parliament.
PEOPLE'SVIEWS
Barek, a rickshaw puller at
Moghbazar in the capital,
said, "Hasina in her speech
said prices of rice are between
Tk 20 and 24 but we cannot
find any rice below Tk 30. It is
not acceptable,” he said.

Ahidul Khan, another
rickshaw puller at
Begunbaria area, said, "She
[Hasina] said prices of rice
and wheat have been reduced
but she did not mention that
the price of pulse is Tk 130 a
kg and soyabean 0il is Tk 80."

Tender
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beat them up.

Though several policemen
were deployed there, the law
enforcers remained inactive,
they claimed.

When officials of the two
companies informed the
Dhaka Power Distribution
Company authorities, the
tender was cancelled.

Sub-Inspector Nasimul
Hug, who is investigating the
incident, told The Daily 5tar,
"Two criminals ran away with
the bid documents soon after
Abul Kashem reached the
spot.”

"The criminals sped away
and police could not catch
them or recover the docu-
ments,” he said.

Implement
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year and we are giving our
words that we will do our best
in the coming days," a state
minister said in the meeting,.

Briefing journalists after
the meeting, the Prime
Minister's Press Secretary
Abul Kalam Azad said Hasina
asked top bureaucrats to be
prompt in making decisions
and implementing develop-
ment projects on time.

The meeting discussed the
prime minister's upcoming
visit to India in details.

She informed her col-
leagues that bilateral issues,
including sharing water of
common rivers, development
of rail communication
between the two countries,
use of Bangladesh ports by
India, construction of
Tipaimukh Dam, import of
electricity, Asian Highway
network, transit and cross-
border problems will come up
for discussion with the Indian
government, he said.

Hasina told the meeting
that her government would do
everything it can for the inter-
est ofthe country.

The meeting approved a
previously signed memoran-
dum of understanding
between Roads and Highways
Department of Bangladesh
and Expressway Corporation
of Korea.

Ministers, advisers to the
prime minister, state minis-
ters and secretaries of differ-
ent ministries attended at the
meeting.

2 currency
forgers held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Members of the Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) yesterday
arrested two members of a
currency forgery gang at Uttara
in the city and seized 53 coun-
terfeit notes of Tk 100 denomi-
nation.

The arrestees are Sumon
Mian and Shamshed Alam.
They confessed to Rab mem-
bers that they have long been
involved in note forgery.

"The gang used to allure
people particularly simpletons
of huge profit in quick times if
they invest money. Then they
deceive the investors providing
fake currency amounting to
more than double of their
original investment," said
Flight Lt Raihan Azgor Khan of
Rab, who led the drive.

Earlier, on December 30, a
Rab team busted a forged
money factory in Dakshinkhan
area in the city and seized fake
notesworth Tk 2.3 lakh.

Rab also arrested Jahirul
Islam and his wife Ayesha Akter
fromthe factory.

Gas rationing
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secretary said.

Aiming at achieving the
goal of the Petrobangla, its
officials sat with the leaders of
BKMEA, BGMEA, BTME and
FBCClonTuesday.

The association leaders
agreed to start implementing
the gas rationing plan in dif-
ferent zones in separate days.

The meeting also decided
to cut the gas supply from
Siddhirganj Power Plant to
facilitate the textile factories
and other industries in
Muktarpur under Munshiganj
district.

At present, the country is
producing 1,900-1,960 mmcf
gas per day against the
demand for 2,400 mmcf. The
power sector is now getting
670 million cubic feet per day
(mmcfd) gas against its
demand for 870 mmcfd.

The fertilier sector is con-
suming 200-215 mmcfd gas
against its regular demand for
250 mmcfd to 270 mmcfd and
the non bulk (residential,
industrial and CNG stations)
1,040 mmcfd against their
demand for around 1,200
mmcfd.

Guns down
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anonymity, the three teenag-

ers joined the group standing
around the fire before one of
them pulled out a gun from
inside his shirt and shot
Kubbat at point-blank range.

The witness said that the
teenagers, who fled the scene,
looked around 15-years-old.

Locals rushed the victim to
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital but he was pro-
nounced dead at 8:15am.

Police are yet to establish a
motive for the killing.

Duty Officer Mohammad
Hasan from Pallabi police
station said that three sus-
pects have been arrested in
connection with the murder.

BB plans
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Bangladesh Bank and commer-
cial banks have initiated differ-
ent steps to provide easy loans
for farmers including landless
and marginal farmers. But
ordinary farmers do not know
much about the facilities and
opportunities the banks pro-
vide and this deprives them of
getting the softloans.

During the road show,
Bangladesh Bank would con-
duct massive publicity to raise
awareness among farmers
about the availability of soft
loans. Rallies would be organ-
ised to give guidelines to pro-
spective entrepreneurs at
regional level, farmers, mem-
bers of the civil society, stu-
dents, teachers, staff of the
government and autonomous
organisations and other stake-
holders concerned.

A total of 13 commercial
banks were chosen as lead
banks at 13 important points on
the Teknaf -Tentulia route. The
banks are: AB Bank at Teknaf,
National Credit and Commerce
Bank Ltd at Cox's Bazar,
National Bank at Chittagong,
Dhaka Bank at Feni, Prime Bank
at Comilla, Bangladesh Krishi
Bank at Tangail, One Bank at
Sirajgan), Standard Chartered
Bank at Bogra, Sonali Bank at
Rangpur, Jamuna Bank at
Dinajpur, Uttara Bank at
Thakurgaon, and Islami Bank at
Panchagarh.

Other banks would partici-
pate in the campaign along the
route with posters, festoons and
other publicity materials pro-
duced by them.

Bangladesh Bank Governor
Atiur Rahman would inaugu-
rate the programme at Teknaf.
Deputy Governor Ziaul Hasan
Siddiqui would announce the
conclusion of the programme at
Tentulia.

Executive directors and
general-manager-level officials
of Bangladesh Bank would take
partintheroad show.

River cleanup
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At a discussion prior to the
launching of the drive,
Shahjahan Khan urged every-
one to come forward and
protect the rivers around the
capital. He said the civil soci-
ety must always remain vigi-
lant. "We need you to be on
our side and monitor every
step of the drive to protect our
rivers,” Shahjahan said.

Water Resources Minister
Ramesh Chandra Sen said all
the ministries concerned are
now united and well coordi-
nated under a single banner
for saving rivers. "We want to
complete this job of cleaning
and protecting the rivers
within a foreseeable future,”
hesaid.

Dr Hasan Mahmud, state
minister for environment and
forests, said one of the main
objectives of the drive is to
involve people in the cam-
paign for saving the rivers.

"With the rivers polluted
and silted, the country is
facing a loss of thousands of
crore taka. If we invest a few
thousand crore for dredging
and maintaining the rivers
around the capital, we can
earn many times more,"
Mahmud said. "We have
shifted from agro-based econ-
omy to industry-based econ-
omy but that cannot happen
at the cost of ourrivers.”

Nur e Alam Chowdhury,
chairman of the parliamen-
tary standing committee on
shipping ministry,
emphasised the need for
strengthening the BIWTA and
also involving people. "If
people do not step forward, it
is not possible to protect the
rivers and other public prop-
erties,"” he said.

Local lawmaker Dr Mostafa
Jalal Mohiuddin said the
authorities of the Mitford
Hospital in his constituency

have pledged not to dump
medical wastes into the
Buriganga any more.

"We saw in the past that
encroachers used to find out
various loopholes to evade
eviction. But let me tell you,
this time we will not let it
happen. We are united to save
therivers,” hesaid.

BIWTA Chairman Abdul
Malek, Bangladesh Paribesh
Andolon (Bapa) Vice-
President Prof Abdullah Abu
Sayeed, and Bapa President
Abu Naser Khan also spoke at
the inaugural function chaired
by Acting Secretary to the
shipping ministry Abdul
Mannan Hawlader.

Following the discussion at
the BIWTA office at Sadarghat
launch terminal, Shipping
Minister Shahjahan Khan
along with others went to the
dredger by a boat where he
opened the excavation work.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Environmental Lawyers
Association yesterday
demanded dumping of the
sludge of Buriganga to the
landfill sites of Matuail for its
proper management.

The organisation, in aletter
to the BIWTA chairman,
expressed grave concern over
the news of dumping the
sludge of Buriganga at the
proposed dumping sites of
DCC at the flood plain of
Aminbazar, said a handout.

The release mentioned that
the letter was sent asserting

that the setting up of the dump-

ing depot on flood plain is not
approved by the law.

Bela already filed a public
interest litigation against the
move, the release added.

To avoid the legal battle
and to make the move of lifting
sludge from Buriganga effec-
tive, Bela suggested dumping
itat Matuail.

People to judge

FROM PAGE 1

Addressing the nation last
night on the occasion of her
government reaching its one
year mark in power, Hasina
said Awami League (AL)-led
alliance's landslide victory in
the election was the manifesta-
tion of that public trust.

"Therefore, our responsibil-
ity towards the people also
increased manifold. We tried to
live up to that trust over the last
one year. It is up to the people
to judge how successful we
havebeen," the premier said.

"Our election pledges were
to reduce prices of essentials
and to ensure food security. We
have largely succeeded in
delivering on those pledges,”
said the prime minister, whose
cabinet focused on boosting
up the agriculture sector from
the verybeginning.

In the recorded televised
address, Hasina, also the leader
of the House and chief of the
Al-led grand alliance, pledged
to establish a healthy, positive
political trend breaking away
from traditional political cul-
ture.

She urged the main opposi-
tion to join the parliament and
play an effective role in build-
ing a prosperous Bangladesh,
shunning all narrow partisan
and personal interests.

"Let's unite to search for an
enlightened way to build a
golden Bangladesh," Hasina
urged the nation.

The premier elaborated on
her government's measures in
different sectors including
agriculture, communications,
energy and power, education,
ICT, commerce, food, poverty
reduction, health, climate
change, and protection of the
environment and rivers.

Talking about massive plans
in the communication sector,
the prime minister said her
governmentwill build arailline
connecting the capital and
Cox's Bazar. A thirty-two
kilometre long elevated
expressway will also be built in
Dhaka connecting Jatrabari
and Zia International Airport to
ease traffic congestion in the
capital, sheadded.

The prime minister sought
cooperation from all citizens
for implementation of her
government's programmes
and promises for building a
prosperous Bangladesh.

"We want to free the country
of corruption, misrule, illiter-
acy and poverty by 2021," she
said.

On curbing corruption, the
premier said, "We want to see
the country free of corruption.
For that we have taken steps to
reform and strengthen organi-
sational structures. The Anti-
corruption Commission is
working independently.”

Speaking on establishment
of rule of law, she firmly
pledged to begin the trial of war
criminals within the shortest
possible time. None with con-
nection to last year's BDR
mutinywill be spared, she said.

She also said the killers of

four national leaders assassi-
nated inside Dhaka Central Jail
on November 3, 1975 will face
justice. The perpetrators of the
August 21, 2004 grenade attack
on an AL rally, and the persons
responsible for the 10-truck
arms haul in Chittagong will be
punished as well, she added.

"The government has taken
different measurers so that no
militant and terrorist activity
can be carried out in
Bangladesh," said the premier
adding that her government
took different steps for
strengthening law and order,
and to that end it increased
facilities and allowances for
law enforcers.

In the speech the prime
minister thanked the people of
the country and expressed
deep gratitude to those who
voted AL to power.

She held the last BNP-
Jamaat coalition government
responsible for ushering in the
immediate past state of emer-
gency for two years by resorting
to widespread corruption and
misrule.

Govt fails
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The then president lajuddin
Ahmed declared state of emer-
gencyon thatday.

The meeting also took the
decision of observing January
25 as "Democracy Killing Day".
On this day in 1975, the fourth
amendment to the constitution
had been passed for creating
BAKSAL during the tenure of
thethen AL government.

The BNP secretary general
told journalists that the govern-
ment ruined the atmosphere in
parliament by making it "a
centre for criticising the opposi-
tion."

"About 224 people have
fallen victims of extrajudicial
killings. Besides, BDR members
alsodied in custody,” he said.

He also accused ruling party
activists of carrying out "crimi-
nal activities and extortion.”

The party will hold discus-
sions at the Institution of
Engineers Bangladesh (IEB) in
the capital on January 11 and a
"protest meeting” on January 12
marking "Black Day."

BNP and its front and associ-
ated bodies will observe the
74th birth anniversary of late
president Ziaur Rahman on
January 19 through various
programmes from January 19 to
24,

The party flag will be hoisted
at the BNP central office on
January 19. Besides, party
activists will offer fateha and
place floral wreaths at Ziaur
Rahman's grave at Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar.

They will also hold milad
mahfil, blood donation
programmes and a discussion
meeting.

Party leaders MK Anwar,
Mirza Abbas, Selima Rahman,
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir,
Zainul Abdin Farooque, Elias
Ali, Shahiduddin Chowdhury
and Shirin Sultana were present
at the press briefing.

Primary exams
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Sources close to the meeting
said a committee headed by
director general of the
Directorate of Secondary and
Higher Education was formed
at the meeting to implement the
examination plan.

A precise plan of the exam
will be sent to the prime minis-
ter forapproval, theyadded.

The examinations would be
held under the education
boards that will set questions for
all students across the country,
evaluate answer papers and
publish results accordingly,
theysaid.

Around 15 lakh students of
class VIII are likely to take the
public examinations, as men-
tioned in the draft policy, said a
highly placed source.

Certificates will be given to
the successful students, said the
source adding there would be
no separate scholarship exami-
nation in class VIII under the
new system. The number of
scholarships in the exams will
beincreased.

The main purpose of hold-
ing the exams is to reduce drop
out rate and remove fear of
exams from the student's mind,
said the source.

The other members of the
committee are: chairmen of all
education boards, DGs of direc-
torates of primary education
and technical education and
representatives from education
and primary and mass educa-
tion ministries.

Last year the primary and
mass education ministry
arranged the primary terminal
exams in place of the existing
scholarship examinations.

A total of 19,79,895 class V
students from 81,372 schools of
different categories got regis-
tered to sit for the exams.
Around 88.84 per cent of the
candidates came out success-
ful

Performance
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the policy.

Now there are 34,000 MPO
listed educational institutions
in Bangladesh. In addition,
around 7,000 educational
institutions seek to brought
under MPO.

Teachers and employees of
these institutions have been
facing financial difficulties as
they do not get the govern-
ment portion of salaries based
on the MPO.

The number of such educa-
tional institutions has
increased, as the approval of
MPO has been withheld for
around six years. The ruling
party lawmakers in the parlia-
ment have recently demanded
immediate resumption of
MPO.

Against this backdrop, the
government on June 13 formed
the committee headed by
Prime Minister's Education,
Social Development and
Political Affairs Adviser Dr
Alauddin Ahmed to formulate
a policy for MPO allocation and
enrolment of new educational
institutions.

The committee's report
suggested giving four consecu-
tive chances to the institutions
before cancelling their MPO.

It recommended issuing
cautionary notice to the insti-
tutions concerned in the first
year, cutting 25 percent bene-
fits of the government portion
in the second year, cutting 50
percent benefits in the third
year and cancellation of the
MPO in the fourth year if they
failto complete all the criteria.

It suggested forming a
commission like the Public
Service Commission for
appointment and promotion
ofthe teachers.

It also recommended mak-
ing an annual credential report
of each teacher to evaluate
their performance, said the
sources.

The committee suggested
forming a high-powered com-
mittee involving all stake-
holders to monitor the MPO
process. It also suggested
appointing subject-wise
teachers in the secondary level
schools.

It suggested not cancelling
MPO of the teachers of an
institution for the failure of any
particular teacher.

Prof Quazi Farruque
Ahmed, a member of the com-
mittee, told The Daily Star that
many teachers have been
deprived of the salaries for the
last six years as the approval of
MPO remains stopped.

Arms haul case
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(retd) Abdur Rahim, former
NSI director (Security) Wing
Commander (retd) Shahab
Uddin, former deputy director
(Engineering) Maj (retd) Md
Liakat Hossain and NSI Field
Officer Akbar Hossain,
Chittagong Urea Fertilizer
Company Limited former
managing director Mohsin
Talukder and former General
Manager (Admn) Enamul Haq
and two principal accused
Hafizur Rahman and Din
Mohammad, said Public
Prosecutor advocate Kamal
Uddin.

The court of Metropolitan
Sessions Judge Bhabani
Prasad Singha on Monday
extended the time for further
investigation into the case for
the sixth time till March 22.

Recipe tor disaster
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of which only 210 are manned

round the clock.

The latest accident
occurred on 29 December last
year. A train crashed into a
goods carrying truck at
Kadamtali rail gate in Dhaka
killing two pedestrians.

In between 2000 and 2009
a total of 5050 train accidents
were recorded in the country.

Just a few days ago, a loco-
motive derailed at Khilgaon
level crossing on 23
December disrupting rail
communication for several
hours.

In July last year, a Dhaka-
bound train rammed into a
three-wheeler at Malibagh
level crossing in the city
killing a woman and injuring
her daughter and the driver.

The intercity Jamuna
Express tossed a bus on to
other vehicles stuck in traffic
jam at Maghbazar level cross-
ing in Dhaka city. The acci-
dent occurred in June last
year leaving a woman dead.

On June 22 last year
Mahanagar Probhati from
Chittagong collided head-on
with Mymensingh-bound
Isha Kha Express near the
Kamalapur Railway Station
leaving a person killed.

On February 2009, a train
rammed into a truck at a rail
crossing in Jaipurhat killing
seven people and injuring 40
others.

Six people were killed in
July 2008 when Dhaka-bound
intercity train Mohanagar
Express rammed into a car at
an unmanned level crossing
near (Ghorashal railway sta-
tion in Narsinghdi.

In another level crossing
accident intercity train Ekota
hit a bus in Tangail killing
about 17 people and injuring
30 others in April 2008.

Bangladesh Railway
Director General Md Belayet
Hossain told The Daily Star,
“The rail safety week is going
on. We have formed
taskforces in two zones. The
taskforces will look into
everything including safety
measures, irregularities and
amenities of passengers.”

About accidents at level
crossings the official said,
“Many level crossings were

created without the permis-
sion of Bangladesh Railway
with new roads built by LGRD
ministry.”

When a new road crossing
over the railway track is built
it puts an extra pressure on
the railway as the mainte-
nance of new level crossing
involves additional expense,”
he added.

“These unauthorised level
crossings will be given
authorisation with additional
boom barriers. Level-
crossing keepers will also be
posted at the unguarded
crossings,” the official said.

He added that steps had
already been taken to build
six footbridges at Moghbazar,
FDC, Malibag, Saidabad,
Zurain and Staff Road in
Dhaka city to ensure safety of
road traffic and pedestrians.

“However, lack of aware-
ness of drivers and pedestri-
ans and regular trespassing
on rail tracks by wvendors,
makeshift shops and slums
were responsible for some
major accidents, which need
to be addressed with aware-
ness programmes,” he
pointed out.

About the dilapidated
tracks he said, “"Inspection of
tracks goes on regularly.
Several projects are in place
toreplace dilapidated tracks.”

The railway also lacks
technical hands. The staffs
are overworked and very
often fatigued that are some-
times responsible for acci-
dents, said the official, adding
that 3000 new personnel will
be recruited soon. A written
test has just been taken, he
mentioned.

The railway has not
recruited new hands since
1984.

The Bangladesh Railway
currently runs 259 daily pas-
senger train services, of
which 68 are intercity, 64
express and 127 local services
covering 440 stations in 44
districts. The number of daily
freight trains stands at 49.
Besides, there is Maitree
Express service connecting
Dhaka with Kolkata.

The railway carried about
53.8 million passengers in
2008.

Ulfa threatens
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The caller threatened to blow

up around half a dozen targets
-- which he did not specify --
just after noon yesterday,
officials said.

The railway and security
authorities at CST were
alerted and the entire station
complex -- a World Heritage
Building -- shifted to a high
security gear.

Confirming the develop-
ments, an official spokesper-
son for Central Railways (CR)
said: "We are taking all possi-
ble precautions, making
announcements, deploying
the dog squad and sufficient
security personnel to ensure
there is no untoward inci-
dent.’

He said there was no panic
among the three million plus
commuters who use the CR
services daily.

Besides CST, security has
been tightened at wvarious
locations, including the famed
Siddhi Vinayak Temple in
Prabhadevi, some five star
hotels, Churchgate and Dadar
railway stations.

'We are going to step up our
offensive and target security
forces and other vital installa-
tions," self-styled Ulfa com-
mander-in-chief Paresh
Baruah said in an e-mailed
statement.

Titled 'new guidelines and
instructions’, the rebel state-
ment also warned of action
against Assam Police person-
nel and informers.

'We are not going to spare
those who act as informers to
pass on inputs to the security
forces, the Ulfaleader said.

The rebel statement also
threatened action against
'intellectuals’ who are anti-
Ulfa.

'We shall identify the intel-
lectuals and first warn them
and then take action on such
people,’ the statement said.

The elusive separatist
leader also threatened to take
action on corrupt officials.

'Government officials who

Extortionist
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Rab team, the criminals
opened fire on the elite force
who also retaliated with gun-
shots triggering the gun battle,
said a Rab official.

"At one stage, Alamgir
received bullet wounds during
the shootout while his accom-
plices managed to flee,” he
said.

A revolver along with two
bullets was recovered from his
POSSEsSion.

are corrupt would be dealt
with sternly,’ the statement
said.

The Ulfa statement also
asked people to capture and
punish anybody who triggers
bomb blasts.

The Ulfa and other militant
groups in Assam and other
parts of the northeast are
known to step up violent acts
ahead of national celebrations
like Republic Day and
Independence Day.

The Ulfa is a rebel group
fighting for an independent
homeland in Assam since
1979.

Nat'l strategy
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onshore blocks.

The hearing is taking place
following a government move in
December last year to lift an HC
injunction on onshore oil and
gas exploration that led to
suspension of all new PSC-
based explorations since 2001.

Razzaq, the counsel for the
petitioners, argued that before
signing any PSC, the govern-
ment should formulate a policy
to protect the country’s inter-
ests.

Citing examples of Malaysia,
Singapore, China and India, he
said many countries have
formulated national strategies
and gained tremendous success
in the energy sector.

He said successive govern-
ments failed to come up with an
appropriate national policy for
exploration of oil and gas. The
existing policy, formulated in
1995, is not sufficient to protect
the country's interests.

The HC bench of justices
Mohammad Anwarul Haque
and AHM Shamsuddin
Chowdhury asked Razzaq to
give opinion on whether the
court can interfere in the state
policy.

The counsel said since the
mineral resources belong to the
republic, the HC is empowered
by the constitution to examine
whether the executive is dealing
with the resources reasonably
and fairly.

He said the HC can even
direct the government to devise
a national policy in accordance
with the constitution.

Former secretary Shah
Abdul Hannan, columnist

Sadek Khan, journalist
Amanullah Kabir, and Prof

Abdur Rob jointly filed the writ
petition as public interest litiga-
tionin 1998.

The HC in 2001 issued an
injunction on oil and gas explo-
ration from the onshore blocks
in the country.

The court fixed today for
further hearing on the petition.



