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Cultural Festival
Title: Jatiyo Sangskritik
Shammelan

Organiser: Udichi Shilpi
Goshthi

Venue: Central Shaheed
Minar premises

Date: January 7-9
Inauguration: 3:30pm

Date: January 11
Time: 6pm

R-4, H-23, Baridhara

Book Launch Musical Soiree
Title: Ballads and Title: Srotar Ashor
Painting Venue: Ramesh
Author: Abdus Shakoor Chandra Dutta

Shah Memorial Auditorium,
Venue: Garden Gallery, Chhayanaut

Date: January 8
Time: 7pm

Council ‘10
Organiser: Shammilita
Sangskritik Jote
Venue: Central Public
Library premises,
Shahbagh

Date: January 8

Time: 10am onwards
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Theatre festival in Rajshahi

ends

A scene from “Dhaboman”.

ANWAR ALI, Rajshahi
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The weeklong theatre festival
concluded Tuesday night
with renowned theater per-
sonalities from Dhaka assem-
bling in the northwestern city
of Rajshahi at the staging of
Selim Al Deen's play
“Dhaboman”.

Bangladesh Gram Theatre
and Sammilito Sangskritik
Jote President Nasiruddin
Yousuff; theater personality
Shimul Yousuf and drama
critic Nripendranath Saha of
West Bengal delivered
speeches at the brief conclud-
ing ceremony.

The ceremony was fol-
lowed with the entire audi-
ence lighting candles at
Rajshahi Medical College
Auditorium. The song "Agun-

3 News Bulletin

er Poroshmoni Chhoao
Praney” played in the back-
ground.

“This huge crowd indicates
that Rajshahi craves for qual-
ity theatre,” said Nasiruddin
Yousuff, praising Rajshahi
Theatre'sinitiative.

“The root of a nation is its
culture. Culture helps a
nation remain united,” he
added.

Last Monday Shimul
Yousuf performed in another
Dhaka Theatre production
“Binodini”.

Actor Shahiduzaman Selim
who plays Nahabat Ali in
"Dhaboman” said, “Having
witnessed the audience at the
'Binodini' show, we were
inspired and tried to give our best
whenstaging Dhaboman'.”

Esha Yousuff, daughter of

Nasiruddin and Shimul, plays
the protagonist Sohrab, the
buffalo, in the play.

Rajshahi University's
Anushilon Natyadal staged
"Bhumi Konya". The story
was based on the Tebhaga
movement, following Ila
Mitra, the legendary activist
who led the farmers in their
struggle for their rights. The
play was written and directed
by Moloy Bhowmik, a teacher
of Rajshahi University.

Kamar Ullah Sarker Kamal
directed Rajshahi Theatre's
"Bhut-er Bhoy", a play writ-
ten by Kazi Nazrul Islam.
Other plays staged at the
festival were "The Communi-
cator" and three West Bengal
plays "Ami Meye", "Ghum-er
Manush" and "Hottyare" --
produced by Juagagni.

Mokammel’s “Swapnobhumi”
invited to Mumbai film festival

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi
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The new year is set to keep acclaimed Bangladesh filmmaker
Tanvir Mokammel a busy man.

His award-winning documentary "Swapnobhumi” (The
Promised Land) has been invited to the 11th Mumbai Docu-
mentary Film Festival, scheduled to be held there from Feb-
ruary3to9.

Mokammel has also been invited to the prestigious festival
and he might make it to the event.

Mumbai is just the start of Mokammel's annual tour of
international festival circuit.

Besides attending festivals, the director, along with his
editor Mahadeb 5hil, is busy editing his next documentary
“1971" on the Liberation War. The work is going in full swing
and he hopes to finish the film by the end of March this year,
the director told The Daily Star.

It may be recalled that Mokammel's previous documen-
tary “Smriti Ekattor” (made in 1989) had run into trouble with
the censor board and the film is yet to see the light of the day.

The fate of “Smriti Ekattor”, however, has not deterred the
director from going ahead with his second documentary on
the Liberation War as the political situation in Bangladesh has
undergone a sea change from the days of military rule.

At the same time, he is preparing for his next feature film
"Jibondhuli”, set against the backdrop of the 1971 war. How-
ever, the director is yet to finalise the cast. The script of the
film won a 10,000 Euro financial grant from the organisers of
Rotterdam International Film Festival last year.

A year of accomplishments

abc radio turns one

Highlighting women: M. Sanaullah Lablu interviews Shaon in “Aporajita.”

soon,” informed Sanaullah.

“Among the popular programmes are 'Dou-
ble Exposure' which includes film songs, 'Studio
Live' featuring live performance by rock bands
and artistes, 'Chandni Chawk', 'Campus Cam-
pus' forstudents and more,” headded.

“We also air informative programme,
'‘Shonar Kathi Rupar Kathi', where we try to
keep the listeners up to date on the latest tech-
nology.

“One of our highly acclaimed programmes
is 'Aporajita’ which highlights successful
women -- who are inspirations to everyone.

Speaking on the future of FM radio in Ban-
gladesh, Sanaullah said, "Throughout the
world, popularity of FM radio is on the rise. One
ofits biggest advantages over TV or other medi-
ums is its sound quality. A listener can enjoy a
song with much better sound at FM.

“In future we will be expanding our area of
operation into other regions of Bangladesh,
and introduce more programmes. We have
learned a lot during the last year and we hope to
use that knowledge efficiently,” he said.

On the occasion on its first anniversary, abc
radio will air special programmes today.

A CORRESPONDENT
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FM station abc radio (FM 89.2) is turning one
today.

“The year has been a very busy one. Time
went so fast that it seems as if we started opera-
tion yesterday,” said M. Sanaullah Lablu, head
of news and programme, abc radio.

In its first year abc has achieved much. With
innovative programmes the radio station has
been able to secure a firm position.

“Innovation has always been a top priority
for us. From the onset, we have tried to intro-
duce new ideas and programmes to provide the
listeners with something unique and differ-
ent,” said Sanaullah.

The station broadcasts its programmes,
dividing the day into various segments, such as
"Bhor-er Janala" (6am- 9am), "Mukhorito
Jiboney" (9am- 12noon), "Darun Dupurey”,
"Duranto Bikeley" and so on.

“We have a variety of programmes aired
during the segments, and we want to provide
something for everyone. We also air special
programmes on national events like Pahela
Baishakh, Victory Day, Independence Day and
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