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Group Painting
Exhibition

R-4, H-23, Baridhara
Date: January 2-6
Time: 4pm-8pm

Title: Padma Crying-1

Venue: Garden Gallery, m

Group Painting
Exhibition

Title: The Journey and
Fraternity

Venue: Bengal Gallery
of Fine Arts, H 275/F
(old), Dhanmondi

Date: 5-January 11
Time: 12pm-8pm

Solo Art
Exhibition
Painter: Zahura Sultana
Hossain
Title: Contemplation

l Venue: Bay's Galleria,
Radius Centre, Gulshan-2
Date: December 11-

- January 27

Time: 10am-8pm

Photography
Exhibition

By the students of batch
05, Dept. of Architecture,
BUET

Title: India: Plural

Venue: Drik Gallery, H 58,
Rd 15A (new), Dhanmondi
Date: January 1-5

Time: 3-8pm

Remembering Shawkat Osman

Bangla Academy celebrates 94th birth anniversary of the writer

A CORRESPONDENT
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On the occasion of the 94th birth anni-
versary of noted novelist Shawkat
Osman, Bangla Academy organised a
memorial programme at the Seminar
Hall of the academy on January 2. Profes-
sor Bulbon Osman, writer Purobi Basu
and Professor Biswajit Ghosh were pres-
ent as discussants, while National Profes-
sor Kabir Chowdhury presided over the
meeting.

The discussants focused on Shawkat
Osman's life and his unique style of
writing.

Biswajit Ghosh said, “Osman treaded
many paths of our literary arena. Need-
less to say, he was versatile and his style
was unparalleled. He was also a Lan-
guage Movement veteran. He believed in
secularism and his writings helped
explore uncharted areas. Throughout his
life, Osman was true to his identity as a
Bengali.”

Professor Bulbon Osman, Shawkat
Osman's son, said, “He had lived a life of
struggles. He was honest and bold. He
wrote what he believed. He observed
social dilemmas closely and his writings
reflected those issues.

“My father was a true music enthusi-

ast. He wrote many songs. When he
visited London in 1965, he came back
with a gramophone. He was a great fan of
Bade Ghulam Ali. He had a close relation-
ship with Ustad Ravi Shankar and other
noted musicians.”

National Professor Kabir Chowdhury
said, "Osman was very witty. He was a
voracious reader. He had keen interest in
music, art, literature, science, sociology,
anthropology and more. He established
himself in the arena of culture and litera-
ture as a freethinker. He took a bold
stance against fundamentalism. His
works will remain a source of inspiration
for future generations.”

(From left) Professor Biswajit Ghosh, National Professor Kabir Chowdhury, Professor Bulbon Osman and writer

Purobi Basu at the discussion.

3 News Bulletin

All programmes are in local time.

Jatrapala “Bibi Sultana” staged In

Thakurgaon

A scene from the jatrapala.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon
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A jatrapala titled "Bibi Sultana” was
staged at Thakurgaon District
Shilpakala Academy Auditorium
recently.

Kulic Natya Shangstha, a 100- year-
old organisation of the district, per-
formed the jatrapala directed by
Proshanta Boshak.

Thakurgaon District Shilpakala
Academy organised a four-day
programme titled "Bijoy Utshab”
including a play, recitation, cultural
programme and a jatrapala.

The play is based on the conflict of

two local zamindars Raja Udoy Narayan
and Raja Murshid Kuli Kha in the then
Dinajpur district.

The message of the play was the
necessity of maintaining communal
harmony. The cast included Probir
Boshak, Probhat, Renu, Tulshi Rani,
Jagadish Mohon, Satya Boshak and
Mohon Lal Shaha.

A discussion was held at the audito-
rium prior to the play.

Deputy Commissioner of
Thakurgaon and also President of Dis-
trict Shilpakala Academy, Munshi
Shahabuddin Ahmed presided over the
discussion.

Superintendent of Police B.M Harun-
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ur-Rashid, Acting President of District
Awami League advocate Mokbul
Hossain Babu and General Secretary of
District Awami League Sadek Quraishi
were special guests.

At the discussion the speakers said
that the jatrapala is heading for extinc-
tion. Such initiatives, they added, help
to promote our culture.

Speakers said that Kulic Natya
Shangstha observed its 100th founding
anniversary recently and had played an
important role in preserving the local
cultural heritage despite many con-
straints. In response to their call for
cooperation from the public, the guests
gave them firm commitment of support.
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